SUFFOLK LEAGUE (2011/2012)
(Changes from 2010/2011 are in bold lettering)

1. The full title of the competition shall be ‘The Suffolk League’. Every reference by Clubs to matches in the competition shall include the full title. 

2. All matches in the competition shall be played under the laws of Rugby Union Football and shall comply with the bylaws, resolutions and regulations of the Rugby Football Union. In the event of a match having to be played wholly or in part with uncontested scrums the other relevant regulations of the National Leagues will apply. The management of the competition shall be vested in the Competition Sub-Committee of the Suffolk Rugby Union, who shall be responsible to the General Committee for organising the competition and shall have full powers to deal, in cases of disagreement between clubs, on the interpretation of these rules or on any matter not covered by these rules in connection with the competition and its decision on any matter shall be final and binding.

3. The numbers of teams in each division shall be limited to 12 with a minimum limit of 6 teams.
4. The position of teams in a division shall be established by awarding five points for a win; three points for a draw; and one point for a loss.  A bonus point will be awarded to a losing team when the losing margin is 7 points or fewer.  The division winner will be the team with the highest points awarded.  In the event of equality, positions will be determined by the team with the most wins.  If this does not decide a winner then the team with the greater points difference shall be placed higher.  If any team does not fulfil 75% of its fixtures, all results will be expunged from the records.
5. Each team must play two competition matches against every other team in its division.  Where a competition match is not played, or is abandoned before no side, because of adverse weather conditions, the Competitions Secretary will arrange a new date, and both clubs will be notified.  Where a competition match has been cancelled and is not being rearranged, this must be notified to the Competition Secretary. Where one of the teams is considered to be responsible for the cancellation, the match shall be awarded to the team not responsible with the score of 20–0 and 4 competition points.  The team considered responsible for the cancellation will be deducted the point awarded for a loss. All Competition matches shall be played on Saturdays unless prior permission has been obtained from the Sub-Committee.

6. The referee for a competition match shall be appointed by the home team using where possible a referee from a recognised Referees’ Society. Should the appointed Referee fail to arrive at the ground or be unable to complete the match for any reason, another may officiate with the agreement of both captains. Each team should provide a Touch Judge. Results should be notified to the Competitions Secretary no later than 9.00 am on the Monday following the game (see 16 below).  It is the responsibility of the both teams to notify the result.
7. One team from each division shall be promoted and one relegated. If the winner does not wish to be promoted the second placed team will be promoted. 

8. All competition match arrangements shall be made as for a normal Saturday, and the fixture dates distributed by the Competitions Secretary before the start of the season.  Providing both clubs are in agreement, these dates may be changed, but this must be done prior to the scheduled date, and the Competitions Secretary notified accordingly.  
9. (a) Clubs may enter more than one team but only one team from any club can compete in the same division.

(b) Having nominated a team, the Club shall ensure that such team shall consist of players who would normally be expected to play for that team.  If the opinion of the Sub-Committee, any Club fields an unrepresentative team in any competition match, that team shall forfeit any competition points gained in that match plus another two points. If the other side in that match gained no competition points, that side should be awarded the winner’s points.

10. If as a result of a new Club or team entering the competition or of the resignation of a Club or any of its teams from the competition, or for other reason the pattern of the divisions is changed, the Sub-Committee shall be empowered to revise the numbers of promoted or relegated Clubs to bring divisions to the required number.

11. The Sub-Committee shall have the power to expel or suspend any team or Club from membership of the competition or impose such other penalty as considered appropriate for breach of these regulations. The committee has power to deduct points for poor disciplinary record and or abuse of the referee by players and or supporters.

12. In the event of a dispute or complaint, objections must be received within 48 hours of the event causing the dispute. Objections should be sent to the Competitions Secretary or in the event of his absence to the Hon. Secretary. The dispute or complaint shall be heard at the next General Committee meeting by the President of the Suffolk Rugby Union and 2 officials of the Union appointed by him.  A representative of each Club involved may be invited to attend and be heard.  The decision of this Committee regarding the dispute or complaint shall be final and binding.

13. Games should not be cancelled unilaterally and only with the agreement of senior officials from both clubs involved.

14. If there is a shortage of players, games should be played with no side starting with a numerical advantage of more than one. If there are insufficient front row forwards then the matches should be played with uncontested scrums. In either of these situations the result and score will stand.  Team captains are encouraged to lend players to opposition teams if they are short so that everyone can have an enjoyable and competitive game of rugby.
15. There is no limit on the number of substitutes a team can use.  The aim of the competition is to allow players to play rugby.
16. The Competitions Secretary for the 2011/12 season is Colin Garrod Tel: 01255 434621 Mob: 07875 616 432 e-mail colingarrod@tiscali.co.uk  Results should be sent by phone, text or e-mail by 9.00 am on the Monday following the game.

