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October 30, 2007
Welcome to Daily Mail Schools Rugby News, the regular information service from the Rugby Football Union about the biggest schools knock-out cup competition in the world. This season a record entry sees more than a thousand school teams taking part in the Under-18 and Under-15 Cup competitions and dreaming of the chance to play in the finals day at Twickenham on April 2, 2008. For more information contact: Tony Simpson on 07764 336708 or tonysimpson@rfu.com
 

St Ambrose older and wiser after last eight defeat

St Ambrose College from Altrincham in Cheshire are confident that their quarter-final defeat last season in the Daily Mail Under 18 Schools Cup will stand them in good stead as they prepare for a Round Four clash against the winners of Wirral Grammar and Sandbach, but coach Nigel Handy is hoping that if Lady Luck has a part to play, she’ll be on their side this time around.

St Ambrose went out of the competition at St Benedict’s Ealing when they fell foul of the try-count ruling after drawing 15-15. The previous season they would have gone through on the ‘away side’ rule, but the change cost them a semi-final spot.

While Handy is optimistic that his side has the credentials to make real headway in the competition once again, his confidence is conditional on the team getting over the next hurdle, which he expects will be a searching test at the hands of Cheshire neighbours Sandbach.

“Wirral could cause a surprise, but I’m expecting Sandbach, with their very big pack, to be next in line,” he says: “That will be a real test for us because we can’t match them for size up front, but we have a good back division, with centre Mark Atkinson and wing Chris Yu both in the Sale Academy.

“We have 12 of the team who reached the last eight last year and they’re now all in the Upper Sixth, which means they are all a bit tougher and more experienced.

“We’ve been beaten only once, by King’s Macclesfield, and we’ve been playing really well. We had to work hard for the win over Lymm in the previous round. They were a young side and very well organised, but we just had the edge.”

After last season’s heroics and disappointments, Handy is hoping that Lady Luck may be kind this time around.

“You always need a bit of luck and I’d like to think that we might get a bit this time around – we deserve it after last year,” he says. 

 

Stokesley Tech upsetting the Under 15 formbook

The formbook is often made to look foolish when the Daily Mail Under 15 Cup gets underway and that has certainly been the case so far as Stokesley Technical School from North Yorkshire are concerned.

They have entered the competition for the first time this season, but immediately served up a warning that they were by no means out of their depth when they were 24-12 winners at Yarm School in Round One. A 29-5 win at Richmond School in Round Two underlined that their form was genuine, a fact that was endorsed still further in Round Three when illustrious opposition from Barnard Castle was beaten 3-0.

Says coach Nick Wilson: “That was certainly a big surprise. To be honest, I didn’t think we’d get through against Yarm, but rugby in the school has been getting better and this is a particularly strong age-group. They’ve won all five games this season, scoring 140 points and conceding only 20. ”

Ironically, Master-in-Charge Wilson is a soccer player who has only just started playing rugby himself at Thirsk RFC, so all concerned are on a learning curve.

“We have a really tall, quick and gifted back division,” he says: “Centre James Drysdale and fly-half Ryan Connors are both very good and play at Middlesbrough RFC, but our full-back James De Cosemo, who kicked the penalty against Barnard Castle, plays soccer when he’s not at school. He’s just a natural who can turn his hand to anything.”

Stokesley now await the winners of the Harrogate GS/Ampleforth tie. Could there be another lofty scalp to add to the list? 

In contrast, Cockermouth High School move into uncharted waters in Round Four of the Under 15 Cup when they entertain Lancaster Royal Grammar, but as current Cumbrian champions, they will not be short of confidence when they take on their illustrious visitors from the Red Rose county.

Coach Chris Hayes is comparatively downbeat about his team and its chances, but he concedes that there is some decent talent in the squad.

“We’re having a good season and we’re quite a strong team,” he says modestly: “Apart from being Cumbria Champions at the age-group, we also have a few players who have represented the county. Our captain Harry Rigby is a very a strong figure at No 8, while Jay Rossi in the centre is another influential player.”

Cockermouth are no strangers to success in the Daily Mail, although they have not scaled any heights in national terms.

“We had a good run in the Under 15 Vase last season before getting knocked out by Barnard Castle, so we’ve been to this stage before. Our wins over St Bees, Trinity Carlisle and Keswick didn’t involve any form upsets, but I can’t say how we’ll do against Lancaster. I don’t know how they’re playing this season. We’ve met them in the past, but we don’t play each other on a regular basis.

“I suppose you say we were a good all-round team with a strong commitment from some very keen lads playing an all-round style of rugby.

“With home advantage and a muddy pitch you never know how things will turn out.”

One Master-in-Charge with a keen interest in the next round of the Under 15 section is Giggleswick’s Dave Muckalt, who in Round Four returns to his old stamping ground at Manchester Grammar, the venue for a number of Daily Mail adventures before he moved to North Yorkshire.

His new charges have progressed with a minimum of fuss having so far beaten Ermysted’s, Settle College and Ashville College while scoring 105 points and conceding none.

However, ‘the old school’ have amassed 149 in their wins over Castle Rushen, Audenshaw and Rishworth, so the proud defensive record of the ‘Gigg’ lads looks set for a more thorough examination.

 

Daily Mail Under 18 Cup: North Round Three - Ampleforth v St Peter’s York, Yarm v Macmillan Acad, Durham 12 Queen Elizabeth’s HS 0, RGS Newcastle 57 King Edward VI, Morpeth 19, Prince Henry’s GS v St Mary’s Menston, Stonyhurst 39 Merchant Taylors 0, Cowley LC 44 Audenshaw 12, Stockport GS 3 Wilmslow HS 59, Wirral v Sandbach, Lymm HS 0 St Ambrose Coll 13, South Hunsley 7 QEGS Wakefield 52, Crossley Heath 10 Leeds GS 5, Harrogate v Woodhouse Grove, Hutton GS 29 Arnold 8, RGS Lancaster 36 Giggleswick 10, Keswick v Barnard CastleuHutHu.

Daily Mail Under 18 Cup: North Round Four (ties to be played November 7) – Ampleforth/St Peter’s York v Yarm/Macmillan Ac, Durham v RGS Newcastle, Prince Henry’s Otley/Ermysted’s GS v Stonyhurst, Cowley Language Coll v Wilmslow, Wirrell GS/Sandbach v St Ambrose Coll, QEGS Wakefield v Crossley Heath, Harrogate GS/Woodhouse Grove v Hutton GS, RGS Lancaster v Keswick/Barnard Castle.

 

Daily Mail Under 15 Cup: North Round Three - Ellesmere Coll v Denstone Coll, Buxton CS 5 Sandbach 18, Birkenhead v Wirral GS, Wilmslow HS v Fairfield HS, Ashton-on-Mersey/Lymm HS v Cowley LC, Kirkham GS/St Mary’s Coll v Hutton, Keswick 19 Cockermouth 33, Lancaster RGS 13 Ripley St Thomas 3, Manchester GS 45 Rishworth 19, Giggleswick 10 Ashville 0, Hymers 8 QEGS Wakefield 38, Crossley Heath v Bradford GS, Harrogate GS v Ampleforth, Stokesley TS 3 Barnard Castle 0, Durham 27 QEHS Hexham 0, Prudhoe CHS 26 King Edward VI Morpeth 19. 

Daily Mail Under 15 Cup: North Round Four – Ellesmere Coll/Denstone v Sandbach, Birkenhead School/Wirral GS v Wilmslow HS/Fairfield HS, Lymm HS/Cowley Language Coll v Kirkham/Hutton, Cockermouth v Lancaster RGS, Manchester GS v Giggleswick, QEGS Wakefield v Crossley Heath/Bradford, Harrogate GS/Ampleforth v Stokesley Tech, Durham v Prudhoe HS.
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