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Twickenham is target for North West youngsters

Junior 10-a-side teams from 32 different schools from across the North West will be in action at Preston Grasshoppers RFC on Wednesday (March 28) attempting to take another step down the road to a Twickenham appearance when they take part in the regional finals of the Daily Telegraph Emerging Schools Festival.
Wednesday’s tournament, which starts at 1pm, will produce qualifiers for the national finals which will be played at Twickenham on May 5.
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More than 40,000 children have taken part in this season's event nationwide, which includes Under 12 and Under 13 teams.
The main thrust of this annual tournament is to gives schools and youngsters who play little or no competitive rugby the chance to learn the game by taking part in a national event with the incentive of finals played at the home of English rugby.  

England and Wasps flanker Tom Rees, who took up the game after joining the Harriet Costello school team from Basingstoke, is an active supporter of the Emerging Schools programme.

"A lot of those taking part will be fairly new to rugby and I hope they stick with it and enjoy themselves," said Rees. "You can have a lot of fun and make friends for life in rugby and if you're lucky enough, you can even go on to pursue it as a career. 

The tournament expanded last season with around 2,900 teams competing in five categories.

The New Schools competition saw Oxfordshire schools Marlborough and Langtree claim the Under-12 and Under-13 boys titles, while the Emerged Schools categories were won by Bourne Grammar School from Lincolnshire (Under-12) and Beths Grammar School from Bexley (Under-13).

De Ferrers Technology College from Staffordshire (see RFU photo above) clinched the first Under-14 girls title in by beating Chellaston from Derby 15-0 in front of 40,000 fans before the annual Army v Navy game.    

Qualifiers from Preston will progress to the group stages to be held at Staines RFC in the morning, which will decide the 10 teams that go forward to Twickenham for the five finals on May 5.

Daily Telegraph Emerging Schools Rugby Festival

England's rising star, Harry Ellis has joined the supporters of this season's Daily Telegraph Emerging Schools Rugby Festival.  
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More than 2,500 teams took part in the world's largest youth rugby event last year and 2006 should see even more kids given the opportunity to vie for the ultimate rugby prize - playing their finals match in front of a massive crowd of 45,000 at Twickenham.

Leicester scrum-half Ellis, 23, hopes the expanded tournament will continue to increase the numbers of boys and girls taking up the game. "It's important that young people are given the opportunity to play rugby, whatever school they attend, and I fully support the Telegraph's Emerging Schools programme. The chance to play at Twickenham is a fantastic one and I hope it inspires the youngsters".

The format

To kick off the 2006 Festival more than 100 tournaments will be played across England. Winners of the first round play in Regional finals for the Towersoft "Fair Play Trophy", awarded at each event to encourage participants to play the game within the spirit of the laws, and to find the top teams per category.  

These 50 teams compete in the National Finals at Staines RFC on May 6 and the finalists from each category contest their title at Twickenham prior to and at the half time interval of the annual Army v Royal Navy match for the Babcock Trophy.

New for 2006

Due to the popularity and success of last year and a growing interest in the women's game, the Festival 2006 has a new look and feel to it. Categories are as follows:

  Girls U14 (New for 2006) 

  Emerging Schools* U12 

  Emerged Schools** U12 

  Emerging Schools U13 

  Emerged Schools U13 

*State schools without rugby on the curriculum
**Schools who play less than eight organized fixtures in a term 

These changes mean that this year more than 60,000 children will be competing for the chance to be one of the 10 teams to play at Twickenham on finals day.

Tickets

Finals Day of The Daily Telegraph Emerging Schools Rugby Festival 2006 promises to be a great event for rugby enthusiasts of all ages. To book tickets to see the players in action at Twickenham, please call 0870 902 0000.

There is free entry for every two adults accompanying parties of 10 children. 
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