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Lancashire U14s 10-a-side Festival Cup - Sunday 24th February 2008
 
Tournament Rules
This is a Development Festival, involving players who have not as yet been fully identified within the Development Squad system, and provides a platform for them to perform in a non-trial, competitive environment.  The festival has become an annual event and is as much about junior players as it is about junior referees and junior volunteers.    

In the absence of a sponsor, the Festival programme will lead towards the awarding of the “Lancashire Junior (Under 14s) Tens Festival Cup”.  

There will be a non-refundable entry fee of £15 per team.    

Squad Size
· Each side shall comprise 10 players (five forwards and five backs) selected from a squad of 16 players, all of whom must be registered with the appropriate venue co-ordinator before the start of play.  All players must start in at least two games.    

· Any player named in the 2007/08 Under 14s’ Schools of Rugby, are in the District Development Squads at that time, and/or the Under 14s County Squad as published, is not eligible to take part in this competition.   

· There will be a printed match programme.  Squad names and RFU Registration numbers to be sent to the organisers by Sunday, 10th February 2008.  

Eligibility
· Every player must have been Under 14 years of age on the 1st of September 2007, and must have a valid RFU Young Player Registration number.    

 
Competition Format
· The principle is of a round-robin format in pools of 4 teams, leading to a knockout final at the end of the season.  

· Matches are of 20 minutes duration, 10 minutes each way, with one play-off match at the end of each pool stage of a single period of 10 minutes, a total of 70 minutes in the session.  
· Subject to agreement with Lancashire County Executive, the finalists will be invited to play-off for the Lancashire Under 14s Tens Festival Trophy, on a Lancashire Cup Finals Day or on a County Championship Day, in April or May with the Final to be played as a curtain raiser to the main event.  

Referees and Match Officials

· The Manchester & District Society and/or the Liverpool & District Referees Society will be invited to supply as many Junior Referees as they think fit to act as match officials in this event, to provide a Development platform for their training in one place and on one day.  

· Participating clubs will be asked to provide and name one referee to assist, should the need arise on the day.  

· If Clubs have a suitably qualified Junior Referee, aged up to Under 19s he/she is encouraged to join the Junior Panel of Referees for the day.  

· Should other officials be required, the Tournament Co-ordinator will endeavour to provide as many officials of an appropriate standing as possible.  

Talent ID and Selection

· Under 15s Coaches and are welcome to attend, together with a representative of the RDOs in order to identify players for the following season, and who may be added to the Under 14s identification process at the end of season Development Festival programme

Volunteers

· Young Volunteers will be sought to assist the County in the administration of this event.  

· Clubs will be asked to provide one Junior Volunteer to assist during the event, and in doing so, to encourage the participation on a non-playing young person to help in the organisation.  

· A certificate will be issued and further recognition of the young person will be made.  

Festival Rules
· Teams may be eliminated from the tournament or be deducted league points if, in the opinion of any referee or the Tournament Co-ordinator, the behaviour of non-playing members of the squad or other supporters/staff is deemed to be unacceptable.  Unacceptable behaviour shall be deemed to be any actions that are detrimental to the enjoyment or well being of any player, official or spectator, or any behaviour contrary to the RFU’s Codes of Conduct for those involved in the game.

· Laws – all games will be played according to the Laws of the Game with special reference to the RFU Law Variations for the age group, including front row and other scrummaging laws.  

· The duration of matches will be 10 minutes each way. No extra time will be played in pool or play off matches.  Any tied knockout match shall be decided by a ‘golden try’ period played between teams of 7-a-side (3 forwards). Pool positions – To be decided as follows:  By league points gained in pool matches (2 points for a win, 1 for a draw). If the same by the greatest number of points scored. If the same by the greatest number of tries scored.  If the same by the best points difference.  If the same by the toss of a coin.   

· Restarts from a score are by drop-kick from the scoring side.  

· Conversions are by drop-kick only, and penalties do not involve a kick at goal 

· Replacements may be used at any time in the event of an injury, but only at half time or between games when no injury is involved. A team who can only field 10 or less players because of illness/injuries may borrow players or replacements from another team to complete their pool matches. All such replacements will be at the discretion of the Tournament Co-ordinator. 

· Players sent off by the referee will not play again on the day of in the Final stage of the tournament.  Usual reporting procedures will be followed.

· The organisation of the tournament is at the discretion of the Tournament Co-ordinator. Any disputes concerning the interpretation of these Rules shall be advised to the Tournament Co-ordinator or other officially designated person. He/she shall arbitrate and his/her decision shall be final.  

Note on Junior Volunteers

The Junior Volunteer of the Year award is aimed at non-playing young people who assist in running the club, the mini junior section or team. 

All clubs will be asked to nominate one young person with reasons as to why the panel might choose the young person.  Attendance at this Festival might be a focus for those young people.   

A range of matters could be included within the Young Person’s Volunteering, e.g. assistance in running the club shop, the club website (including Club Pages), the membership or registration process, subscription collection, equipment and kit management, and helping to run festivals and other events.  

LANCASHIRE COUNTY RFU - UNDER 14s COUNTY TENS FESTIVAL - 2008

Competing for the ‘Lancashire Under 14s Tens Festival Cup’

(to be awarded on the occasion when the Final takes place)

Club



Club Junior Fixture Secretary:


Name



Address



Postcode



Email



Phone



CRB Disclosure Number & Date issued


Under 14s Coach / Manager* (please indicate)

Name



Address



Postcode



Email



Phone



CRB Disclosure Number & Date issued


On behalf of the above Club 

I wish to enter the Under 14s side into the Under 14s Tens Festival
  

I will not have enough players to enter an Under 14s Tens Festival


If there are sufficient available places in the competition (with a maximum of 16 applicants), I know

that I will not have enough players on the day, but I would like to enter this squad in combination 

with another club, i.e.:


Rules and Match Officials

I have read the rules as stated above and, by 10th February 2008, will supply a squad list for inclusion in the printed programme, together with the full contact details of a referee (with CRB disclosure details) who will be available, if required, to take control of matches on the Festival Day.  

The winning squads will be invited to play the final on a date to yet to be agreed, as a curtain raiser to that day’s events.  

Junior Volunteers

This will be an important aspect of the day, and those volunteering to help will form a part of the process in awarding the end-of-season Junior Volunteer of the Award.  All ‘official’ young volunteers helping on the day will be recognised.  

I enclose a non-refundable cheque for £15 (payable to Lancashire County RFU) as our entry fee into the competition, 

Print Name 



Phone & Email, if not listed above


We wish to be considered as Festival hosts…………………………………………………..YES / NO

Signed (on behalf of the club)


PLEASE RETURN BY 31st AUGUST 2007

