England RU Counties XV break new ground in Russia
The England RU Counties XV, the flagship of the representative game in the shires and in club rugby outside the Guinness Premiership, is breaking new ground next month with a three-match tour to Russia, writes Tony Simpson.
Part of the brief of the Counties XV since it was formed in 2002 has been to assist emerging nations by providing competitive opposition, an itinerary since the inaugural tour to Chile including Canada, Rumania, Uruguay and Tunisia.

There have also been games against amateur sides from France and Ireland as the evolution of senior representative rugby below full-time professional level continues apace.

“It will be a new and challenging experience for all of us,” says Counties XV manager Jim Robinson: “We added a new name to our list of opponents earlier this year when we played the AIB Ireland Clubs XV in Dublin and now we’re going even further afield to assist with rugby development.

“Obviously we are not simply concerned with helping other countries to progress. We have outstanding players of our own who are playing outside the Premiership who only need a bigger platform and a fresh challenge to show their skills and progress to the next stage.

“Our trip to Dublin coincided with David Strettle’s England debut and as he was a former Counties XV player, it was a real thrill to be able to wish him well and then see him perform so impressively.

“The Counties XV is an ever changing team which is influenced by club and County Championship form, but even though the venue and playing squad may be new, the high standards of previous teams will be maintained.”

One of the eligibility requirements of the Counties XV is that players should have been involved in County rugby and most of the tourists who will be named shortly will be involved in the Bill Beaumont Cup which starts on Saturday.

The Counties XV itinerary will be:

June 7: 
England Counties XV v Krasnoyarsk XV 




in Krosnoyarsk; 

June 12: 
England Counties XV v VVA-Podmoskovie (Russian Club Champions)




in Moscow; 

June 16: 
England Counties XV v Russia




in Moscow. 

