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To: The Secretaries – Lancashire Rugby Union 

Dear Secretary,

Position Statement – Tarleton Rugby Union Football Club

This statement is made in order to brief the Lancashire Rugby Community on recent developments at Tarleton.   

As you may know, Tarleton is a young club, which has developed over a period of 17 years on the foundations of a mini and junior coaching structure, allied to the development of purpose-built playing facilities. In this regard it has been a success with the Club now boasting a full mini, junior and colts structure.

In recent years there has also been an intake and growth of open-age players many of whom, have come from other clubs. In the last 2/3 seasons this has resulted in a competitive first XV and a more Corinthian second XV.

Sadly however, this on-field success has come at a price with the Club’s management being subjected to frequent confrontation and intimidation over policy and more worryingly the vilification of volunteers, who have served the club loyally for many years.

Matters came to a head after the Club’s AGM when a further attempt to subvert and de-stabilise the Club resulted in the expulsion of a number of senior members. Those former members are now in the process of forming a new Club called Hutton RUC.  

It is not my intention to discredit this proposed organisation but to simply explain that our Club’s management had reached a point of  ‘enough is enough’ and took this action to protect the future welfare and wellbeing of the Club. 

In the light of these developments and the possible dissemination of misinformation, I wish to make it clear that:

· Tarleton RUC will maintain an open-age section this season and will participate in the Millers Homes League Division 4 north. 

· The Club’s management is fully committed to re-building the senior section by enabling home grown talent to make a safe transition to open-age rugby, supported by those open age players who have remained loyal to the Club’s management.

We hope that statement serves to clarify our position and you will see fit to support Tarleton in the stand it has taken.

Hugh Paterson

Chairman

Tarleton Rugby Union Football Club
