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Lancashire County RFU                                             

     
Sue Garnett

It is with great sadness that we have learnt from our colleagues at Vale of Lune about the death on Tuesday 23rd October, of Sue Garnett.  Sue died peacefully, following a long battle with cancer.   

A member of The Wooden Spoon’s Womens 7s squad management team at the IRB/Dubai Sevens last December, Sue has guided the Lancashire Womens XV as Team Manager from its creation four seasons ago.   The county has held the RFUW Northern Championship trophy since its inception.  

By way of developing the womens’ game, in recent years Sue was also instrumental in establishing, and became a keen supporter of, the two Lancashire Girls squads, the Under 14s/15s and the Under 17s/18s.    

All three Lancashire sides played in a Northern Counties fixture at her club, Vale of Lune, only last Sunday afternoon.  

Rosie Williams, RFUW Managing Director, said: “We are deeply saddened by this news. 

As an Honorary Life Member of the RFUW, Sue has been a wonderful ambassador for the sport and she will be sadly missed by everyone within the RFUW and women’s rugby as a whole.  

Sue became involved with Vale of Lune RUFC about 20 years ago when her sons, first Paul, then Andrew started playing Mini Rugby at Powderhouse Lane.  She was very proud of the fact that both sons went on to represent Lancashire and that Andrew became a member of the current Vale of Lune First XV.

Sue went on to become Chairman of Vale of Lune’s growing Junior Section and then joined the Senior Management Committee, where her hard work, commitment, and common sense made her an integral and important part of the club.  For many years she was the Vale of Lune representative on the Lancaster, Morecambe & District Sports Council where, again, she made a vital contribution to sport in the area.  

When the club began to develop plans for a new clubhouse, Sue took a very active role and became Secretary to the Clubhouse Development Committee.  Hopefully, the new clubhouse will become a fitting memorial to her commitment to the Vale of Lune.   

Administration was never enough for Sue, and she went on to take coaching awards, and began playing for the Vale of Lune Womens team.  She, as manager, with her husband, Brian, as coach, took Vale of Lune to the National Premiership League of Womens Rugby. She also played a major part at County and National level in developing Womens Rugby, both at Junior and Senior level, attracting many to the game of Rugby. 

Sue will be missed by her family, and all concerned with rugby at Vale of Lune RUFC.
Mike Sheard

Secretary, Vale of Lune RUFC
Funeral: Monday 5th November

10.00am, St Joseph’s Church, Slyne Road, Skerton, Lancaster, LA1 2HU [Map] - Burial at Skerton Cemetry

Family Flowers Only - Donations to St John’s Hospice, c/o Willis Funeral Directors
