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Lancashire County RFU                                             
     Lancashire Stalwart Honoured
Torch Trophy Trust award

for Lancashire's Peter Hughes

One of Lancashire rugby union’s best known, most industrious and popular sons, Peter Hughes, has been recognised with a national award from the Torch Trophy Trust.

When the organisation was founded in 1962 by Commander Bill Collins, organiser of the Olympic Torch Relay when the games were held in London in 1948, the concept was to recognise individuals who have given exceptional voluntary service to their sport.  

Twenty awards are presented each year, with governing bodies being invited to nominate people who they feel are qualified for this singular honour.   For more information Click here…
The 70-year-old retired dentist from Burnley, who was President of the Lancashire RFU in the 1996/97 season is ideally qualified to the award, which will be presented to him by His Royal Highness The Duke of Kent at a function at the Army and Navy Club on November 29, 2007.

In his youth he played for Oldham and captained Kersal, but when he moved to Burnley to establish a dental practice in 1963, he joined the then Calder Vale club - now the Burnley club he continues to serve – and turned his attention to refereeing.

That switch brought success with the whistle and he reached international panel status, handling four matches including the Ireland v Scotland game in 1978. A more grass-roots part of his continuing work for the game has involved outstanding service in a wide range of refereeing projects and activities, with local recognition of his contribution coming with his Presidency of the Manchester & District Referees’ Society from 2003/5. During his association with the Society, he has held many administrative roles, his most recent efforts focusing on attracting more junior referees to the game.

Dovetailing with his refereeing work has been a tremendous contribution to schools rugby. He joined the RFU Committee in 1987 as a Lancashire representative and served for ten years, during which time he was one of the RFU representatives on the standing committee of the England Rugby Football Schools Union, where he was Chairman of the RFU Schools and Youth Governance and ERFSU Governance sub-committees and a member of the Executive Committee.

On a different international front, his expertise also contributed to the successful organisation of the Commonwealth Games Sevens when the games were held in Manchester in 2002. He was responsible for recruiting, training and managing 135 volunteers from rugby in the North West who helped to make that element of the Games so successful.

The knock-on effect of his success with that project was his involvement in the 2003 Under 21 Rugby World Cup when it was staged in England, his brief then being to recruit, train and manage the liaison officers for each of the 12 teams.

In addition to his huge contribution to his club, his county, the referees and schools, he is also Fixture Secretary of the Wooden SpoonA-As, formerly the Anti-Assassins Rugby Club, which raises invaluable funds for young children in need of support.

“My first reaction on receiving the news was simply ‘Why me?’ because I know so many people in different areas of our game who are working so hard on a voluntary basis,” he says: “It’s obviously a great honour, but it also makes you feel humble when there are so many people who deserve recognition for their efforts.

“It’s also important to appreciate how much fun and satisfaction being involved has given me and how many wonderful friendships I have made in the process.”  
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