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Cruel luck as Lancaster RGS exit Daily Mail Cup

What goes around, usually comes around. Lady Luck deserted Barnard Castle in last season's nail-biting U18 final, when the referee denied them a last-minute winning try in the 24-23 defeat by Warwick. 
Lady Luck turned on the smiles again in a wet and windy Durham on Wednesday, when Rhys Thomas, outside centre at Twickenham, touched down from the last play of the game to give Barney an 11-10 win over RGS Lancaster and squeeze them into the last 32 again.   

Relieved coach Martin Pepper, said: 'It was a game with plenty of mistakes. We tried to stretch them but tended to turn over the ball and they had a very strong driving line-out which was hard to defend.' 

It was a cruel exit for Lancaster, who had been defeated only once, while Barney raised themselves after a couple of recent defeats, including a 7-5 loss at Woodhouse Grove their next opponents. 

The Bradford side, who have had a mixed bag of results, won a hard fought Roses clash 19-8 against Hutton Grammar.  Centre Alex Arthur's try gave them a first half lead and further scores from hooker Harry Hannan and scrum half Jake Young kept Hutton at arm's length. 

No worries for Warwick, who have quietly gone about the business of defending the Cup with almost a brand new side. King Edward's, Camp Hill, enjoying one of their best seasons for years, took an early lead and tested the holders until half time. 

But Warwick stepped up a gear and ran out 39-7 winners. There was a great performance from young No 6 Peter Morse, in his first start, and two tries for winger Sam Miller to follow his hat-trick against King Edward's, Birmingham. 

One school who won't be returning to Twickenham are Vase holders Ermysted's Grammar, who lost to an impressive Stonyhurst College 41-8. 

The game was even in terms of possession and territory but Stonyhurst, who ran mighty Sedbergh close in one of only two defeats this season, were clinical and three quickfire tries put them firmly in control. 

Their ‘reward’ is a home tie against Wilmlsow, who lost the Vase final 5-0 to Ermysted's. They have won all 12 matches this season and swept aside Cowley Language College of St Helens 50-5 in the Cup this week. 

Article by Jim Hooley, published in the Daily Mail 9th November

