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 December 23, 2007
North complete England RU Under 18 double

The North emerged as the only unbeaten side in the England RU Under 18 trials at Broadstreet near Coventry when snatched victory from the jaws of defeat for the second time in three days to beat the South West 13-12 in the third of four highly competitive matches.
In the final game, the Midlands, winners along with the North in Friday’s opening session when they beat the South West, went down 5-3 when an interception try turned the game in favour of London & South East. 
Freezing fog and a frosty pitch meant that the kick-off was delayed for over an hour, but once the action began, the South West were first out of the blocks.  A try by right wing Christian Wade (RGS High Wycombe), converted by Bloxham School fly half Alex Stevenson, put the South West ahead after 16 minutes and while North fly half Joe Ford, the son of England defensive coach Mike and a pupil at Rishworth School near Todmorden, cut the deficit with a penalty, a second try by Blundell’s School No 8 Nick Huntley gave the South West a 12-3 interval advantage.  

The second-half brought a more positive performance from the North, who had the encouragement of a try seven minutes after the restart by right wing Lancashire’s Jordan Davies from Denstone College, Ford’s conversion bringing his side into striking distance.
But it was not until the last minute of the game that the North snatched the prize, Ford’s second penalty edging his side home by a point.
The Midlands will probably look back on their defeat by London and believe that it simply wasn’t to be their day. Neither side could engineer a decent opening in the first hair, the Midlands having the only scoring chance with a penalty that went wide.  Scoreless at the interval, the game produced its first points when fly-half Luke Massey (King Edward VI, Lichfield) kicked a penalty, but though they dominated territorially, the Midlands could not nail the win.  The outcome was decided 10 minutes from time when Brighton College centre Ross Chisholm picked off a miss pass in his own 22 and sprinted untouched for the winning score.
There was still time for the Midlands to hit the post with an attempted drop goal, but by then they probably realised it wasn’t to be their day.
“It was very disappointing because of the way we dominated the game,” said Nigel Foxall. “London only really got into our half once in the second-half, but that was when they intercepted and scored the winning try.”  That match completed a series of game which have all been very keenly contested, with every game going to the wire.
England selectors met after the game to select a preliminary training squad for the AER (Association of European Rugby) tournament in Treviso, Italy in March.  The selectors will now name a provisional squad who will be invited for training at Bromsgrove School from January 4 to 6. 

Revised divisional squads will be selected for a third round of matches on December 30 when the Midlands play the North at Broadstreet (2pm) and London play the South West at Maidenhead (2pm).   Players who missed the festival because of illness or injury will be given their opportunity to stake their claims for inclusion in the England training squad along with players the national selectors have asked to see play again.
England will play Scotland at Melrose on March 2 in a warm-up game to the AER Tournament which will be played in and around Treviso from March 14 to 23.
 
Issued by Tony Simpson, RFU North Press Officer (07764 336708)
� EMBED PBrush  ���





North 18








_974538659

