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	September 2007


	Club Development

· Cumbria RU held and RFU First Aid Course at Penrith RUFC on 2nd of September, 13 candidates undertook the training including 4 members of the Cumbria RU Development Team.

· Carlisle and Upper Eden have strengthened links with SA as they look to be come part of the New SA Super 14 Franchise programme running on the Eastern Cape. Player, Coach and Staff exchanges will be part of the programme and will see many Cumbrians benefit as a consequence. In attendance at the talks was Mveleli Ncuna – Deputy CEO SA Rugby, Godfrey Afrika – Easter Cape project Manager and Richard De Jager – Natal Sharks Business Manager.

· Wigton have achieved Level 2 Seal of Approval Status after working hard in their first year and delivering 95% of their objectives

· The ‘R U Working’ project has begun in Knowsley.  This is a coaching programme targeting young men on re-training programmes or long term unemployed and using rugby as a tool to engage them.  In partnership with Creative Training, Knowsley MBC and Sale Sharks the RFU are seeking to develop a ‘team’ of 18+ players.  The project will be featured on Sky Sports ‘Rugby Club’ each week with a 2 x 30 minute programme in December.  This is an innovative project in line with Go Play Rugby principles and already the young men have shown great promise and enthusiasm.  They will be signposted to their local clubs as they develop.

· West Park St Helens have completed a comprehensive Whole Club development plan and 5 year action plans.

· 26th September – Successful Go Play Rugby Promotion was held in the Flag market in the Centre of Preston. The promotion which included an inflatable Kicking and Passing cage was successful in raising the public’s awareness of the national campaign and providing details to the public on how to get back involved with their local rugby club. Thanks to Robin Reid from Burnley who assisted RFU staff on the day.
· Hoylake received their Seal of Approval at a presentation by the Cheshire President Mike Lord.

· Bowden 2nd Year SOA completed.  

· Development day held at Broughton Park with Chorlton H.S. 60 girls and 90 boys attended, well supported by Club coaches.
· Old Bedians Development Plan now submitted.  Progression now being made towards Clubmark
· Colts fixture organised for new North Manchester Colts team

· Gentlemen of Moore RUFC have recruited around 5 players as a result of Go Play rugby campaign
· Crewe & Nantwich to submit stage two application to Sport England CIF for purchase of land.  

· Vagabonds and Castletown IOM signed off for year 1 seal of approval

· Knutsford RUFC agreed with Knutsford sports club to develop 2nd pitch on cricket out field, and Rugby is to be introduced to Knutsford HS with a link Knutsford RUFC


	Facilities

· Kirkby Lonsdale and Upper Eden have received visits from Ted Mitchell (North Funding and Facilities Officer) and the North West facilities Group, UE have already created new 2 x youth pitches and new car park out of their own funds.
· Egremont have received support from West Lakes Renaissance and the RFU to take their overall project funds to around 500k, this will enable them to do the rebuild of changing facilities and the creation of a 3G area at the club.
· A 3G rubber crumb surface is now operational at University of Liverpool Sports Ground for sole use of rugby union.
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· In partnership with the Merseyside Fire Brigade the RFU have initiated a joint working coaching programme.  It is an investment of £17,600 in rugby union in Merseyside as part of the World Firefighters Games 2008 budget.  A group of firefighters will be trained to deliver rugby union in targeted schools and at the same time promote the positive message of the Fire Service.
· The Merseyside State Schools Festival for U’14 was won by Wade Deacon with Cowley runner up.  Other participants were Deyes, Fairfield, St Margaret’s and Range.  At U’12 & U’13 the numbers are much higher.

· 2 New schools into the Greater Manchester U13’s State Schools competition, 10 schools and 170 children attending. St Patrick’s School (Salford) have qualified for the NW finals. Trevor Parrot (CRC Salford) has introduced Rugby Union towards the end of last season to this school. 6 players from that age group are now at Eccles RUFC, with more to follow.

· 12 Schools attended the North Lancashire U14 State Schools Festival held at Preston GH on Thursday 27th September. Carnforth High Schools, Darwen Vale and Pendle Vale College where among the schools attending for the first time.

· 13 Schools have entered the U13 and U12 North Lancashire State Schools Festivals which are due to be held at Preston GH on 2nd and 11th October respectively.

· 12 Schools attended the Pendle RUFC Primary School World Cup event held at the club on Saturday 15th September.  

· Birkdale High School in Southport who have just started Rugby this season have already established a link with Southport Rugby club who have offered the school the use of their facilities to play home fixtures due to the lack of facilities at the school. The school is also receiving coaching support from Tarleton RUFC and is establishing links through the Stanley High School Sports partnership and their SSCO.

· Secondary schools delivery programme being managed by Simon Welch (CRC North Stockport) for Heaton Moore & Burnage RUFC. Key stage 3 & 4.

· 13 Schools in the Bolton Emerging schools competition. This is being run by Scott Watson & Gary Kos (CRC’s for Bolton RUFC)

· Hazel Grove School - 2 newly qualified teachers with 24 new male players and a girl’s team. Andy Fuller (CRC South Stockport) has helped them to attend the course through the ‘Schools incentive pack’ and start curriculum time delivery session.

· 17 tag Festival have taken place across Cheshire as pert of a joint programme supported by the new Schools Competition Managers

· The Zonal Tag rugby resource developed in Manchester has now been developed by Rachel Brown the local CRC and is to be published in the RFU Technical journal.

· RUSLO John Livesey is developing links to Manchester University to put student volunteers in to clubs.

· 13 schools have entered the City Developing Schools League,


	Coaching

· 32 Pupils are currently undertaking a CSLA course being run at Ribblesdale High School, Clitheroe by Clitheroe CRC Mark Sutcliffe in conjunction with Ribble Valley Sports Development Unit.

· Cumbria have run the 1st parts of their 2nd Level 2 Coaching Award with 14 candidates and include 4 of the CRU Development Team.

· Award courses   3 x Level 1s and 2 x Level 2s run in the NW in September.  Take up on Level 1 courses very low in comparison to last year. Typically running courses at 60% capacity.
· Non-award courses   Priority on delivering Towards Level 2 course (1), Confidence in Contact (3) and TAG (2) courses in Sept.  Take up on courses has been good and feedback very positive.
· School of Rugby 1st SoR coaching night in Lancashire Mon 2nd Sep.  Very positive feedback from coaches and players, sessions well supported by Sale Academy.  Cheshire SoR start in Oct.  
· A comprehensive Coaching programme is in place for students at Liverpool John Moores University.  This will work with students from PGCE, BEd and Sports Development courses and will involve volunteer placements in local schools.
· 16 coaches on a ‘Coaching Contact’ course at Eccles RUFC delivered by Andy Fuller CRC South Stockport

· Tag course at Tameside MBC – 25 coaches attended.

· 18 candidates attended Level 1 at William Hulme G.S. 

· Practical workshops delivered for the Youth Sports Trust as part of their Zone Parc Inspiration Day.

· 17 on Tag course for PLT’s / young leaders and Borough volunteers @ Crewe and Nantwich RUFC

· 20 on CLA course for Whitby high school

· 20 on Tag course @ Chester RUFC

· Level 1 for BTEC students @ Wilmslow HS


	Refereeing

· St Bees School held their own ELRA Course ran by Will Halford – This included 8 candidates from teachers to the vicar.

· A referees course will take place at University of Liverpool on Sundays 7th & 14th October


	Women and Girls

· A new policy has been formed for the development of girl’s rugby – please see note below in Building the Team.

· Waterloo continue to develop their girls section and this season will be operating U’15 & U’18 squads


	Students

· Initial discussions are underway with the University of Cumbria as to the Rugby Programme; discussions have been with John Livesey and Liam Nicholls.

· The University of Cumbria are also setting up a Tag Rugby Club on Wednesdays for players new to the game, these sessions will be supported by the University and Cumbria RU and will include a Tag Rugby Qualification.

· A Tri Series Tournament for the 3 Campus’ of the University of Cumbria this will lead to a University of Cumbria Team being selected and playing against the County U20’s in a warm up game. 


	Building a team

· At the early season Cumbria RU Team meeting a new policy on the development of Girls Rugby was decided due to the success of the County Youth Games in 2007. The programme will run in festival format this year leading to a league format in 2008/09.

· Mark Harper has been appointed Women’s and Girls Club and Coach Development Officer for the RFUW, he will be supporting all Women’s and Girls Development across the NW.

· Talks have been underway with Newcastle Falcons about their presence in Cumbria, Falcons have agreed to run rugby camps, support festivals and supply kit and tickets to the CRC’s for their assistance with delivery.

· Andrew Soutar (CRC Liverpool) led a training day for Multi Skills Community Coaches from the 4 School Sport Partnerships across Liverpool.  This is to enable each cluster of primary schools within the City to gain an introduction to Tag Rugby.

· James Bramhall CRC for Bury has started. Delivering across the primary & secondary school sector. Linked to both Bury RUFC & Sedgley Park RUFC

· We have secured temporary funding to continue the Cheshire ARDO/CRC until May 08 initially.
· Jason Duffy CRC for Trafford has started and is delivering in 5 secondary schools in the borough. Linked to Trafford MV, Bowden RUFC & Sale FC.

· Successful meetings have been held between North Lancs. RDO Stuart Urquhart and Ribble Valley Borough Council regarding the possibility of extending the current part time CRC post based in Clitheroe to a full time position covering the whole of the Ribble Valley. The council are keen to extend the position having seen the impact the 15 hour post has had on participation within the borough over the past 18 months. A funding bid has been submitted to the SPAA and the extension of the position will depend on a positive outcome of this bid.

	Future Plans

· Lakes College 10 a Side Festival on 10th October 2007, the tournament has 6 entries currently with more expected.

· RFU Child Protection Course on 15th October at Penrith RUFC.

· Cumbria Volunteers visit to Newcastle Falcons v Brive in November as part of the GPR Scheme.

· Tag Course Aldwinians RUFC

· State Schools Year 9 & 10

· ELRA 1 at Didsbury Toc H

· Teachers Dev day organised and advertised for the 18th October.

· 10 more tag festivals across Cheshire inc county finals at Macclesfield on 18th Oct 

· Year 11 merit league to take place out of Winningon Park for Vale Royal Schools

· Yr 7,8,9 merit league for Chester and Ellesmere port

· Developing schools league to run out of Northwich RUFC


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


