
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL FINANCE MEETING

AND GENERAL MEETING OF LANCASHIRE COUNTY RUGBY UNION

HELD AT LIVERPOOL ST. HELENS RUFC
WEDNESDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2007

Apologies for Absence:-  MS Phillips, S Threlfall, WB Beaumont, J Dewhurst, PE Hughes, J Bradbury, A James, A Foster, W Gregory, D Matthews, N Atkinson, T Fitzgerald. 

The President informed the meeting of the sad deaths of five members:

Ted Whiteside, Ivan Hodgson, Jim Devanald, Bob Cooper and Ian Robinson.

The meeting observed a one-minute silence as a mark of respect.

Annual Finance Meeting

The Auditors’ Report to Members was circulated together with the audited Financial Statements and copies of Notes to the Accounts.

Hon. Treasurer reported that Total Income for the year had increased by 37% which included an improvement in Self-generated Income of 58%. Income related to the Canada Tour was the main reason whilst there was a significant shortfall in sponsorship.

Club Lancashire at Sale had not proved as successful as hoped and would be continued on an occasional basis only.

Expenditure had increased by 46%; the main factor was the Canada Tour, coaching fees and the County’s commitment to Access for All.

Pre-paid Grants included junior compliance and coaching funds totaling an estimated £16-18,000.

The Operating Surplus of £4,430 represented 2% of Total Income and was added to the Accumulated Surplus to give a funding of £100,000.  

Hon Treasurer stated that the Canada Tour was an undoubted benefit to County prestige and the Executive Committee was referring touring to the Development Committee for a future plan of touring to be presented to the Committee.

The Accounts had been approved by Auditors Westmore Brennand.

The meeting accepted the Accounts. 
Proposed: 
HM Whittle 






Seconded:
K Andrews

A vote of thanks for the hard work of Hon. Treasurer was given by the President.

General Meeting

Prior to the General Committee Meeting SM Parker, immediate Past President, presented the Lancashire Trophy to the Captain of Leigh RUFC together with a cheque to the club for £1,000 and also a cheque for £500 to Liverpool St Helens.  

1. The Minutes of the previous General Committee Meeting, having been circulated, were approved.

2. No matters arising. 

3.  Minutes of the Sub Committee Meetings, having been circulated, were approved.

4. No matters arising.

5. RFU Representatives’ Report.                                                                                                                                       

RTJ Briers stated that, regarding RFU negotiations with Premiership clubs, a Council meeting was due in two weeks time.

RTJ Briers reported that, despite clubs being urged to support the proposal from Old                                                                 Millhillians, only 27 proxy votes had been received from 60 clubs. Eventually the motion was just carried. It was vital that the County was supported by clubs in issues that affect every club.
SM Parker stated that many were concerned about the date and location of the RFU AGM. The County should canvas opinion among Northern Counties and present a unified case for consideration and a more convenient time or venue be proposed.  

6. Sub-Committee Reports.

The draws for the first round of the John Burgess Lancashire Cup and the Lancashire Trophy together with the second round of the Lancashire Plate were circulated.

Hon. Secretary stated that disciplinary proceedings would commence in a weeks time; initial cases included a player aged under 17 and one involving abuse of a match official. Average fine for a sending off offence would be £40 and clubs would be responsible for meeting the expenses of a referee should they request him to attend.

Work was in progress on budgets and sponsorship figures for the RFU which were due at end of October.

K Andrews stated that Schools of Rugby would be based in three areas;




Merseyside-

West Park




North-


Preston GH




Manchester-

Sedgley Park

Whilst 140 boys attended the PGH assessment the main problem is the low standard of nominees. Clubs should only send players of appropriate ability.

K Mellalieu reported that the positions of Administrators and Team Managers in Schools of Rugby were not resolved. Member clubs were urged to ask for volunteers.  

So far five festivals have been listed starting 9 March and venues are sought for all five events. The County website was still being developed; there had been 10,453 visits in the last four weeks which represents an excellent marketing potential.  

C Smail told the meeting that an RFU Roadshow was being planned to run from 18 to 26 September. This would coincide with students returning to University.


7. County Championship: Senior and U20.

D Hodgson reported that Steve Rigby had been appointed Team Secretary.

Selectors were in place for the north of the county; D Hodgson would monitor players at clubs outside the county but a selector was required for the south.

Three Lancashire players were currently with England Counties playing in France.

8. League Report.

Hon. secretary stated that volunteers were needed to replace Ivan Hodgson on the Northern League Committee.  

M Harrison stated that not every club in the North wanted fourteen team leagues.

A Perry pointed out that many do and had voted 24-4 in favour.

WDG Chappell commented that there was not a lot of support in Cumbria.

The President stated that he will speak to the Secretary of the North League Committee to further the demand for 14 team leagues in Lancashire and Cheshire.  

9. North Division.

There had been no meeting since the last County meeting.

10. ERCA.

No meeting planned until October.

11. Correspondence.

There was no correspondence.

12. New Members.

No applications for membership had been received.

13. Next Meeting: Wednesday, 14 November 2007 at 1900; Liverpool St Helens.

14. Any Other Business.

The President asked club representatives, who were not individual members, to consider joining the County in their own right.

J Widdup raised the issue of Jason Duffy, injured playing for Lancashire, but the insurance situation had not yet been resolved. Hon. Treasurer stated that the matter was being dealt with by the senior underwriter.

Hon. Treasurer informed the meeting he would make contact with the President of Sedgley Park and the insurer to speed this situation to a conclusion.

H Leary reported that the Ormskirk U15s had enjoyed a successful tour to South Afica including Capetown and Durban. The party was made up of 36 boys, 6 coaches and 25 adults. The organisation of the trip had been brilliant but the publicity was disappointing.

Hon. Secretary stated that new club Hutton had been accepted into County membership which should avoid any insurance problems.   
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