MINUTES OF THE LANCASHIRE 7-16 (JUNIOR RUGBY) COMMITTEE held at Liverpool St Helens, Monday 24th September at 7.00pm
Present: 

Iain Stewart (Chairman), Ken Andrews, Chris Smail, Keith Mellalieu, John Whelan, John White, Jennifer Farley, Stuart Urquhart, with Andrew Lang (Widnes) attending.  
Apologies: 
Sandra Richardson, Henry Porteous, Peter McGuinness (attending the Lancashire Womens Rugby Committee) and Steve Wood (lead coach at Merseyside CBSofR)

1) Lancashire General Committee
The Chairman reported on various issues arising from the September General meeting:  

The first matter on the Disciplinary Committee’s agenda is an Under 17s’ dismissal.   Hon Sec. Brian Leigh asked all county representatives to inform their clubs that the committee will be dealing robustly with indiscipline, particularly clubs who fail to control their players, parents and spectators – as outlined to the Junior Committee in a presentation given last season by Cliff Barker, Chair of the Disciplinary Committee.  

The County Treasurer announced three Lancashire initiatives of interest to clubs, all of which he will publish in more detail on the County website: 

1) Clubs who have a trained Registrar, properly entering information onto Rugby First by 1st November will receive a payment from the County of £150.  

2) Clubs with a functioning Child Protection Policy and active Child Welfare Officer on 1st December will receive £100.  

3) Fees for the new Level Two courses will be refunded to clubs, provided that they can demonstrate that the coach has both gained the appropriate qualification, and has ploughed that qualification back into the game.  

KM is not sure if the ‘Registrar’ refers to Youth, Adult or both.  IS said we need to check.  

KA asked if (3) also applies to Schools’ personnel who may have paid for their course privately, and are now coaching the County, the CBSofR or the District squads.  

The General Meeting was told of a very successful tour to South Africa, undertaken by Ormskirk Juniors and managed by Donny Sutherland.  IS expressed his congratulations to the club and organisers; it was mentioned that there has been no publicity of this event beyond the local paper.  

2) Schools of Rugby (CBSofR)  

KA reported that Lancashire’s CBSofR is ‘up and running’, based at the three centres: West Park, Sedgley Park and (subject to final agreement) Preston Grasshoppers, with the first night being 24th September, hence Steve Wood’s apologies.  In the light of this, and District activity being on a Monday, the Committee might like to consider this when setting future meeting dates.  

Approximately 570 nominations had been made, across the four age groups, based on publicity from February onwards.  About five CBSofR planning meetings have so far been held, with the intention to hold both a ‘wash-up’ and an initial 2008/09 meeting shortly.  

The 14s/15s Assessment days on the same day, together at the three venues, but in appalling weather conditions, which has meant that more that expected have been asked to attend again, at the District squads’ first session on Monday 1st October.  KA also expressed concern that a definitive list of coaches at each age group, and at each centre, has not yet been published.  With more boys to see on Monday, it is essential that the evenings are well-staffed.  

KA to discuss with Ian Thompson, Coach Development Officer.  

The 16s Assessment was held at one venue, replacing the two days of previous years, and sifted through over 160 nominated players to produce the CBSofR and the Final Trial lists.  The District squads will be named at that stage.  The 16s Final Trial is this Sunday (30th) at West Park.  

The most apparent problem so far, and not reflected in the RFU’s CBSofR proposals’ is the lack of any substantive assistance coming forward to manage the CBSofR centres, and also the District squads, despite advertising through the Summer and requests for help through the various county committees etc.  One enquiry has been made, but is still to be followed up.  

SU expressed surprise that with almost 70 attending the Under 13s Assessment night last year, only 38 attended last week.  It was noted that almost 60 were listed for Merseyside.  

It is intended that the 13s’ District squads have an end-of-season festival, following which some boys will be fast-tracked in the Under 14s CBSofR process.  

One option for future seasons, given that (a) the standard of some of the players nominated by clubs was noted on both days as being ‘very poor’, and (b) this year 21 players were nominated by one club team, 19 by another and 15 by another (often in separate tranches) is that a maximum quota be imposed.  Clubs and schools which play rugby would have to ensure that any selection is made locally and not on the assessment day.  

The provision of equipment (and kit) for the three areas was deferred until Tuesday’s meeting of the Rugby Development partnership.  

3) Age Group

a) Rugby School

Largely covered by CBSofR, but it was noted with regret that the National Under 15s Tens Festival held, after it was first organised in Lancashire, at Rugby School has been cancelled.  The sponsorship offered by Royal Sun Alliance has now ended, and at a cost of £75,000 to include City, Girls & CB team competitions, there is insufficient funding in the 2007/08 budgets.  

Given the investment in the World Cup, this seemed to be an appropriate means of spotting the talent of the future, as evidenced by various Lancashire experiences in recent years.  It was agreed that a letter of regret be sent to the RFU, with the hope that it can be re-introduced again.  

b) Fixtures: 

The County squads are almost complete, other than it was agreed to contact North Wales re 24th February (14s & 15s).  The District squad programme is in agreed in outline, but some games still need to be confirmed.  

c) Girls Rugby: 

Peter McGuinness is currently at the Ladies Committee, but the Under 15s & 18s have an away game this Sunday, at Morpeth v Northumberland.  

d) Budget: 

CS discussed the constituent parts of the budget affecting the 7-16 Committee, and confirmed the activities taking place.  SO queried where the State Schools budget was situated, which CS said that he would check.  In previous years, costs have probably been absorbed within the 7-16 budget, but have not been highlighted as such.  

e) Trophies: 

Surridge Sports remain as a business partner, and all trophies MUST be sourced through their trophies division.  Trophies and awards from other suppliers will not be paid for from Lancashire funds.  

 

f) Physios:

CS and IS discussed the payment of medical support staff, especially in the light of the CBSofR requirements.  It was agreed that CS would circulate the minimum information required from each physio engaged, by way of invoice.   

4) Competitions

The Junior Challenge has started, and the majority of results for Round One were submitted by Sunday evening as requested.  At the start of this meeting, just 5 results remained outstanding but one remains under appeal, a team apparently refusing to play their opposition because one RFU registration card picture was not in place.  

A written appeal is awaited, which also is said to contain an allegation of racial abuse against a player during the game.  Appropriate steps will be taken, depending on what arrives.  

Concern was expressed re a Lexus sponsored event, played at Sedgley Park.  Comment had been made to the Chairman that the schedule had been exceedingly long, and probably was outside the parameters of the Age Grade regulations.  In sufficient information was available, but in the light of the liability implications of the Mountford case, the Secretary will write to the hosts asking for clarification of the ages concerned and the programme involved.  

      Finals & Festivals Days:  Venues are sought for:  


Sunday 24th February
Under 14s Tens Development Festival 


Sunday 30th March
Under 11s & Under 12s Mini Festival Cup Finals


Sunday 6th April

Junior Challenge Plate & Junior Vase Finals


Sunday 27th April
Junior Challenge Cup Finals

The Emerging Schools Finals (13s to 15s) is at Liverpool St Helens on Wednesday 5th March, and is the Under 18s Schools Cup & Plate Finals on Thursday 6th March.  Lancashire Schools Day, the Schools’ Cup and Plate Finals, is taking place at Rochdale on Sunday 9th March.  

5) Sponsorship

It was reported that two Junior Competitions, the new Under 11s and 12s Mini Festival Cup and the continuing competition, the Junior Challenge, have recently found new sponsors, the Junior Challenge sponsor also linking that investment to the Lancashire Junior squad shirts.  

No publicity can be offered to either sponsor until after November meeting of the ‘Sportsmatch’ awards panel, but it was noted with thanks the level of support offered.  It was also reported that the Government backed, grassroots ‘Sportsmatch’ has now ended.  

Sponsorship opportunities remain for the Schools Cup & Plate competition (13s to 18), the Emerging Schools Trophy & Plate competitions (13s to 15s), the Under 14s Development Tens Festival, the District squad programme and the State Schools Festivals programme.  

Any Other Business:

a) The RFU Continuum

After a general discussion, relating to both Club Mini Festivals and the forthcoming Mini Festivals Cup, it was noted that there is a general ignorance of the RFU Continuum, and applying its regulations across the 6 age groups.  The new 2007/08 document on the website is written in a much simpler form, but it was considered to be almost impossible to find on RFU.COM.  It is however available on the ‘Useful Links & Downloads’ page of the Lancashire website.  

It was agreed to consider running a trial already operating in others CBs, an informal ‘no blame’ reporting system, allowing clubs to comment on their opposition (positively or negatively).  Should a particular club or team accumulate a history of reports, some assistance will be directed towards the club/team.  

This will be a topic at the next Mini Junior Open Forum, provisionally booked for Thurs 22nd Nov.  

b) Rugby First

KM has recently joined the Rugby First Project Board, as one of four regional user representatives, and some changes have already been agreed and/or effected since the most recent meeting at Twickenham.    

It was particularly disappointing to learn that some users still do not have full access to the webpages, laid out as intended.  It may be a settings problem on the users’ own PC monitors, but this should not still exist as a problem a year after introduction.  Visitors to the website, of which there has been well over 4,000 ‘unique’ visitors over the last four weeks, are encouraged to report any faults to enable them to be entered into the ‘bug-fix’ process.   It would be interesting to know how many still view white pages, and have to scroll down the page.  

Next Meeting: 

a) 
Mini Junior Open Forum:

Thursday 22nd November (provisional date)

b) 
7 – 16 Committee Meeting:  

Thursday 10th January, venue TBC

The meeting closed at 9.10pm

