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Lancashire County RFU                                             

      18 Group & ‘Under 17s’
18 Group & 18 Group Development Squads (formerly Under 17s)

After several queries from interested parties, the 18 Group Committee would like to issue the following information.

The County 18 Group Committee is responsible for running two representative sides:-

The 18 Group squad and the 18 Group Development squad (formerly Under 17s).

The 18 Group Development squad normally starts training and assessment in December and plays all their games in the first few months of the New Year.  This squad is strictly for those players who are under the age of 17 on the 1st of January, 2008. (i.e. players born in 1991).  Invitations and nomination sheets for this squad will go out in early November.   More information will appear on the County website.  

The 18 Group squad deals with the previous season’s 18 Group Development squad and consists of players, who are under the age of 18 on the 1st January, 2008. (i.e. players born in 1990)

The ‘1st January’ qualification date was introduced by the RFU last year after the traditional ‘1st September’ date was scrapped to bring England into line with the rest of the rugby-playing world. 

Although 16 Group was given a year’s grace before implementation of the ‘1st January’ age qualification this season, last season several players missed out on selection for the North and England because they where deemed “too old”.  

This situation has arisen again (and will continue to do so) with several members of last season’s 16 Group having 1990 birth years.  Therefore they need to be ‘fast-tracked’ to the 18 Group now or miss out on 18 Group altogether.  

After consultation with the 16 Group Coaches and Managers, the 18 Group Committee has asked some of the 1990-born players from last season’s 16 Group to attend the next 18 Group training session. 

With the 18 Group squad already 38 strong it was decided that we would only invite certain players with a 1990 birth year that the 16 Group Management felt had a chance of enhancing the current 18 Group squad.  These were thought to have sufficient ability and physical maturity to make the final squad for the divisional selection games in October.  The 18 Group Coaches and Management team now has a difficult task of cutting a training squad of 50 players down to 25 by the end of September.

Those players from last season’s 16 Group with 1990 birth years who have not been invited to training will sadly miss out on 18 Group.  This decision was not taken lightly and, as previously stated, has involved the view of all the 16 Group Coaches and Management team.  It is not possible to bring everyone in to the training squad for assessment, given the numbers involved and the short time frame between our last warm-up game on 16th September and our first divisional selection game on the 14th October.

The 18 Group Management have even had enqueries from players born in 1989, who are of course still ‘Under 18’.  However, given the IRB-inspired RFU regulations, those players also missed out on 18 Group representative rugby. 

The County Under 20s squad will be announcing details shortly and are keen to hear from players who have missed 18 Group but will have two years at Under 20s.  The Under 20 team management will post details on the county Website soon.

Grenville Hayman-Start
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