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Lancashire County RFU                                             

           18 Group – 2007/08
Friday, 24 August

Lancashire 15 Ulster 22

Lancashire 18 Group opened their season with the annual ‘Sir Robert Atkins Challenge Trophy’ game against Ulster at a warm and sunny Fylde.
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Skipper, Richard Fell leads Lancashire out
Following the morning’s news of the untimely passing of Lancashire Past President, Ted Whiteside, both sides observed a minutes silence prior to kick off.   

Lancashire Skipper Richard Fell (Lancaster RGS) rallied his troops for the kick off as Lancashire immediately took the game to the visitors with the Red Rose pack bossing the early exchanges in both the tight and loose. Lancashire took the lead on twelve minutes after James Robinson (Tyldesley) slotted a penalty from outside the Ulster 22 after the visitors had been penalised for not releasing the ball in the tackle.
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The Lancashire side observe a minute’s silence in memory of Ted Whiteside

Ulster began to show some signs of a fight back and steadily moved up field with a series of neat interchanges between the pack and the backs. Eventually Ulster worked an overlap on the right flank and the quick Ulster right winger cut inside the Lancashire cover defence to touchdown for the games first try which was converted to put Ulster in the lead 7-3. 

The Lancashire pack once again showed composure and strength in stealing two scrums against the head but a lack of concentration at the breakdown saw Ulster recover the ball and head deep into the Lancashire half. With Ulster throwing the ball out wide the Lancashire backs pressured Ulster into making a mistake and the ball was passed behind the Ulster left winger which was then pounced on with gusto by Tom Bowden (Kirkham GS) and the fleet footed winger blazed his way 80 metres up the field to score Lancashire’s first try converted by Robinson.  With 4 minutes to go before the break, Ulster levelled the game at 10-10, which remained the score until the half-time whistle.

The second period opened with Lancashire again in the ascendancy with both the scrums and lineouts under control, but Ulster showed true “Irish grit” and defended resolutely as Lancashire tried to find the vital first try of the second half.


Owen Jackson (Holy Cross College & Sedgley Park) leaps unimpeded

Ulster then managed another try after breaking away from within the Lancashire half and scoring under the posts, adding another two points with the conversion. The home side sensed that they needed to score very soon and again made inroads into the Ulster half and, slowly but surely, they got nearer to the Ulster line. 

With a Lancashire try almost certain, it was somewhat surprising to see Ulster intercept and sprint almost the length of the field to score another try to extend the lead to 22-10.

Showing great determination, Lancashire marched up the field and from a scrum close to the Ulster line, back-row Richard De Carpetier (Kirkham GS) scored an unconverted try after combining well with team mate Gregor Aitken (Kirkham GS). 

The last minute of the game saw Lancashire looking to score yet again, but Ulster held firm to register a 22-15 victory and retain the ‘Sir Robert Atkins Trophy’.  

In a packed Fylde clubhouse, Sir Robert Atkins MEP, former Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and Minister for Sport, was on hand to make the post-match presentation himself.   


Sir Robert presents the Trophy to Ulster Skipper, 

Matthew Elwood (MCB)
Lancashire now have one more warm-up game, against North Wales on September 16th at Widnes, before naming their final squad for the divisional games which start in October.

Howard Hughes

18 Group Team Secretary
