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Lancashire County RFU                                             

     

        18 Group
Cheshire 29 Lancashire 23

Played at Macclesfield RUFC, Sun 28th October

When these two sides met last season Lancashire used their home advantage to register a seven point victory, this time round the result went with home advantage yet again as Cheshire just shaded things to register a six point win following a 29-23 in their favour.

It was Lancashire who put the first points on the board after just 60 seconds when Cheshire stopped the first attacking move of the game illegally with a high tackle and fly half Paul Mclindon (Myerscough College & Widnes) converted the penalty.

Cheshire came straight back at Lancashire and from a scrum deep in the Lancashire 22, Cheshire’s No.8 picked up and drove over the line for the opening try which was converted to put Cheshire in front. After 20 minutes Cheshire extended their lead when their left winger touched down following a lovely little kick through by the Cheshire flyhalf.  Lancashire responded well by camping just outside the Cheshire 22 for a long period of time and eventually Mclindon went down the blindside and stepped out of the last defenders tackle to score out on the left flank. The first-half scoring was completed when, in the dying seconds, Cheshire where penalised for holding on and Mclindon added the penalty conversion to reduce the defict to 12-11 in Cheshire’s favour at the break.

The second period started horribly for Lancashire as the Cheshire fly-half breezed through some lacklustre tackling just a minute into the half for a try under the posts which he duly converted. Once again Lancashire made the hard yards up the field and Richard De Carpentier (Kirkham GS) broke from the back of the scrum and drew the defenders before passing the ball to replacement scrum-half Sam Kindred (Kirkham GS & Aspull) who dived over for a debut try.  

Cheshire replied with a try in the corner following a lineout five metres from the tryline and the conversion gave Cheshire a 10 pint lead. Fly-half Jordan Davies (Denstone College & Eccles) replaced Mclindon and he began to open up the tight Cheshire defence with some lovely jinking runs. On 63 minutes Davies broke in midfield and Lancashire quickly moved the ball out wide to Right Winger Tom Bowden (Kirkham GS & Fylde) who blazed in at the corner for a try which Davies converted from distance.

With three minutes remaining Lancashire trailing by three points went for broke and some solid defence by the home side stopped Lancashire gaining any useful field position. Lancashire where penalised for holding on and the long distance penalty finally put Cheshire six points up and out of sight as the clock finally ticked down.

Lancashire will now re-group at their final training session on Monday 12th November and will be ready for the visit of the old enemy Yorkshire to Preston on Sunday 18th November.

