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President – Rod Jones

URGENT - PLEASE PASS ON to the U17's and U19’s MANAGERS 

May 2009

Dear Youth Chairman

Re:  U17's and U19’sCup Competition 2009 – 2010
It only seems like yesterday that I was watching Colchester win the 2008/09 competitions but already thoughts are turning to next season and I am being chased for details of what is happening….
A number of you have made comments and suggestions for changes as I have met you during the past season and I would like to incorporate some of these in the competitions for next season.

As far as I am aware, the RFU intend to continue the National U17 competition which means that the time pressure on the EC U17’s Cup is quite high and does not therefore allow too much ‘tinkering’ with this age group competition.
I would again like to extend the opportunity for both age groups for two teams to combine purely for the purpose of entering the competition where each club would otherwise have insufficient members or playing strength to enter individually. Applications for any such combination would need to be pre-approved by me to prevent any unfair advantage.  Unfortunately combined teams will be ineligible to be nominated to represent E.C in the National U17’s competition.
I know that there are fierce club loyalties involved but I do believe that there is an opportunity here for a number of players to play competitive rugby on a Sunday that might not otherwise be available. 
If a combined team becomes a Semi finalist and is ineligible for nomination to the RFU U17’s Cup, the team with the next best performance in the group stages will be nominated in their place.

Players who are members of a combined team will retain registration and membership of their own club and may, of course, subject to the relevant regulations, play at senior level for their ‘home’ club.
As this is a community rugby competition, no player who is contracted to a Premiership Academy or identified as a member of a National Elite Squad will be permitted to play in the EC Cup.
Once again, one of the major issues arising from last season was the failure of teams to fulfil their fixtures or late withdrawals from the competition. We are again setting a late deadline of 1st September 2009 for entry in order to allow clubs to assess their playing strength at these age groups although we would encourage you to send us a provisional entry as soon as possible. All provisional entrants will be asked to confirm their entries prior to 1st September.
Please be realistic about your prospects of completing fixtures and, if necessary, consider the combination option or entering just a Colts team using U17’s (Be aware of the front row regulations however), U18’s and U19’s to make up a full squad. Our experience is that you need a squad of at least 25 registered players to ensure that you can fulfil your fixtures.
As an experiment for 2009/10 and to encourage teams to play their fixtures, we will award the following points in the ‘mini league’ phase of the competition.

For each team playing or available to play a fixture: 1 Point

Penalty for not fulfilling a fixture: -1 Point
IN ADDITION:

Winning team (or walk over): 3 Points (Total 4)

Each team drawing a match: 1 Point (Total 2)
Because of the late entry deadline, we will not know precisely how many teams have entered for each competition and therefore how many dates are required until the start of the season. We will use the dates designated in the Youth Structured season (marked as CM or CB match) but it is likely that entrants will be required to use other Sundays to fulfil their fixtures. In practice, this has not usually caused huge problems as clubs have been able to designate pre arranged ‘friendly’ fixtures as Cup matches. 
Please be reasonable in attempting to play games on the agreed dates. Every club will face, from time to time, issues arising from school trips, representative selection or injuries and will therefore be unable to field their absolutely strongest side each week- this is life, unfortunately, and illustrates why a reasonable size squad is required. Whilst I am always prepared to be accommodating in exceptional circumstances you should, in most instances, expect to play your games on the agreed dates.

I would remind you all that we expect players, officials and spectators to demonstrate high standards of behaviour and sportsmanship as well as complete respect for the match officials. In case of proven failure to reach such standards, in addition to any other disciplinary action taken by the relevant authorities, the EC Competitions Committee may apply any reasonable sanction against the club concerned including but not limited to, expulsion from the competition or deduction of points.   
The draw for the competition will take place as soon as possible after 1st September.
Please be aware that all players must be registered on the RFU database before they are eligible to play in this competition. If you are in any doubt about registration, please contact Lisa well before the competition begins. 
This year we will require all players to have available, for inspection on match days, a form of photo id; this may be a passport, driving licence or similar official document.
Please do take the time to read the rules which accompany this letter and, if you have any questions, please do contact Lisa or me.

I have, over the years, enjoyed some marvellous games of rugby in these competitions and I am looking forward to more of the same in the coming season.
Yours sincerely

for Eastern Counties
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John Mackay
EC Youth Competition Organiser
John.mackay@btinternet.com 
Mob:07775 873040
EASTERN COUNTIES RUGBY UNION
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President – Rod Jones

PLEASE COMPLETE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH AGE GROUP.
Dear Lisa
Re:  U19's*/U17’s* Cup Competition 2009/10
Please enter our club. ………………………………….. (Club Name) into the EC U17*/19* Youth Cup competition as detailed below. We have read and agree to abide by the rules for this competition.

Signed:
Name (Print)   ………………………………………………       Tel No …………………………….E-mail…………………….
(Youth Chairman or Manager/s)

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS
U17*/U19* Contact Name** …….………………….....…………                
Tel.No. …………..……….
Mobile No. ……………………………………………………….

e-mail address:   
Postal Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………… ……………………………

Post Code ……………
COMBINATION: If you are considering combining with another club to enter the competition, please indicate here (YES/NO) and give the name of the club you wish to combine with………………………………. You will be contacted by the Organiser.
**The contact given above will be the only person contacted with regard to these Competitions.
*PLEASE DELETE AS APPLICABLE.
PLEASE RETURN TO:


Lisa Greetham ECRU Howard’s Office Tomo Industrial Estate


Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 5AY


Tel:  01449 614674                      


� HYPERLINK "mailto:lisagreetham@btconnect.com" ��lisagreetham@btconnect.com� 








Telephone 01449 614674
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