COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP SHIELD

Southern Group
EASTERN COUNTIES RUGBY UNION 54pts (Tries: Adrian Ball 2, Tom Holt, (Nth Walsham), Gideon Rossouw, Alex Kelsall (Diss), Toby Berridge (Cambridge), Ed Mills (Shelford). Convs: T Hughes (Saffron Walden) 4. Pens: Hughes 2).

MIDDLESEX 27pts (Graham Barr 2, Adam Blemmings (Rosslyn Park), Will Samuels (Staines). Convs: Dave Knill (Staines) 2, Pens: Knill.

Eastern Counties bounced back in some style at Ipswich YM RUFC on Saturday beating Middlesex comfortably in a rampaging second half that saw them overturn a nine point first half deficit into a 27-point victory. It was truly a magnificent defensive display by Counties who repeatedly halted Middlesex in their tracks, turning over opposition ball and then exploding into attack scoring seven second half tries in the process.

It would be difficult to single out individuals because this was a great all-round team performance, vastly different from the previous week when they performed as fifteen individuals. The return of Walsham’s Aidy Ball in the centre galvanised the backs grabbing two tries himself by running some fine lines and bamboozling the defence with his quick feet. The return of Bedford’s Mike Howard was also a masterstroke, his partnership with old teammate Chris Godwin was instrumental in turning over Middlesex time and time again and their work rate was phenomenal.

In the early part of the game it was difficult to predict the final outcome with Middlesex starting on top taking the lead with an Adam Blemmings try. Counties struck back inside 5 minutes taking a one-point lead with two Tom Hughes penalties only for Middlesex to respond straight from the restart with a converted try from Gaham Barr. They held the lead for just ten minutes, but when Godwin and Howard halted a promising Middlesex attack and with a Tom Holt turnover, Cambridge’s Toby Berridge burst clear to sprint 80 metres to score and Hughes gave Counties a one-point lead again.

Try scorer Berridge then became the villain, for not releasing in the tackle and with Counties down to fourteen Middlesex stretched their lead scoring ten points that could have been more but for some fantastic last ditch defence work from Counties who ended the half trailing 13-22.

In the second half Counties exploded into life, seemingly upping the tempo by several notches smashing into Middlesex at every opportunity. Inside two minutes in Shelford’s Ed Mills went over in the corner to reduce the deficit to four and five minutes later a counter attack by Counties gave Tom Holt the chance to outstrip the opposition for an excellent winger’s try in the corner giving Counties another slender one-point cushion.

Counties, on this occasion didn’t allow Middlesex back into the game as just two minutes later Shigai Chiwanga darted under the posts following from some mayhem that was created initially by Counties forward dominance and then by Middlesex’s inability to react to the pace that Counties had put into the game. Next on the scoresheet was Ball grabbing his first of a brace of tries when his brilliant running line sythed through Middlesex to score between the uprights. Then skipper Gideon Rossouw added to the tally with Counties fifth of the half inside the third quarter, Counties had surely wrapped up the game scoring 31 unanswered points.

To their credit Middlesex attempted to hit back and Counties had to soak up some pressure that almost held firm but Will Samuels squeezed through to score in the corner for Middlesex. Once again Counties up the tempo and a quick shimmy from Ball saw him break clear to score his second and Diss’s Alex Kelsall capped a fine first start on the wing with Counties eighth try of the match to wrap things up comprehensively. 

ECRU’s next opponents are last season’s Twickenham Plate winners, Hampshire, who lost to Hertfordshire 49-5 on Saturday. The game will take place at Cambridge RUFC on Saturday 23rd May 2009 (3pm)

Yellow Cards: Toby Berridge (31mins)

Referee: Nick Ashton RFU, Touch Judges: James Fisher & Mike Lambert RFU

4th Official : Jono Tatum ECRURF

Eastern Counties: 15 Iain Young (Nth Walsham), 14 Tom Holt (Nth Walsham), 13 Adrian Ball (Nth Walsham), 12 Toby Berridge (Cambridge), 11 Alex Kelsall (Diss), 10 Tom Hughes (Saffron Walden), 9 Shingai Chiwamba (Cambridge), 1 Teddy Saunders (Shelford), 2 Gideon Rossouw Capt. (Nth Walsham), 3 Matt Richards (Diss), 4 Ed Mills (Shelford), 5 Chris Kent Nth Walsham), 6 Mike Howard (Bedford), 7 Chris Godwin (Nth Walsham), 8 Andy Horne (Diss). Replacements: 16 Shaun Woodhouse (Lowestoft & Yarmouth), 17 Martin Webdale (Bury St Edmunds), 18 Alex Graf-Grote (Nth Walsham), 19 Sam Rhodes (Nth Walsham), 20 Tom Coller (Wymondham), 21 Chris Glynn (Shelford), 22 Mike Fuller (Diss).   

Middlesex:  15 Chris Bishay (Wasps), 14 Mickey Wilmott (Staines), 13 Martin Ridley (Rosslyn Park), 12 Tom Brown (Brunel University), 11 Will Samuels (Ruislip), 10 Dave Knill (Staines), 9 Graham Barr Capt. (Rosslyn Park), 1 Charles Dawes (Rosslyn Park), 2 Adam Blemmings (Rosslyn Park), 3 Johny Merza (London Welsh), 4 Dan Collier (Manchester), 5 Tom Cleary (Staines), 6 Sam Gibbons (London Welsh), 7 Tom Carruthers (Westcombe Park), 8 Chris Sheasby (Bracknell). Replacements: 16 Joe Shelton (Bracknell), 17 Chris Beer (Esher), 18 Peter Wallace (Rosslyn Park), 19 Kal Blankley (Rosslyn Park), 20 Jack Gibbons (London Welsh), 21 Dan Ap Dafydd (Bracknell), 22 Aaron Ross (Staines).

