All,
 

Nominations to this season's  U17s - January 2008 

As you will have seen from Rob Clilverd’s letter of  6 November (below), 

the under 17 group has been altered 

to become a high level development programme 

aimed at preparing the following year’s under 18s.(Season 2008-9)

Boys that are highlighted through the under 17s programme starting in January 2008 

will be able to miss the 1st round trial for 18's in September 2008.
Please send us your nominations now following these guidelines:

We shall invite directly players identified by us from the September nomination round

who have represented DW this season at under 16 or 18 level (and eligible by date of birth)   

NB match day squad players only.

Please send us your nominations of other players who fit the strict criteria given below

Age qualification:

To be nominated for this year’s 17s, boys should be:
 

Born in 1991 or later
 
Playing Standard

 

An important player at School 1st XV or Club under 18's 
 

 

If you have an exceptional under 16 that did not represent DW (injured/played another county) 

that you wish to be considered, or other questions, then please contact me Simon Culley  (SimonCulley@rfu.com) 
tel 07764960394. 

Under 16s will not be accepted without prior communication and written permission from their parents.

Nomination Form:

 

Please nominate in the normal way on the attached form to dwrugbyadmin@tiscali.co.uk before the 20th December.
 

Trial Date and Venue:

27 January 2008 at Bryanston School , Blandford Forum 

Please keep up to date by checking webpages at http://clubs.rfu.com/Clubs/portals/dw/DWU1718s9481.aspx
many thanks Si                                                                                                     
 

 


Simon Culley | Wiltshire Rugby Development Officer | Rugby Football Union| BWS Sports Centre | 11 The Close | Salisbury | SP1 2BE | Tel: 07764 960394 Mobile| SimonCulley@rfu.com | www.rfu.com 
 
Delivering the Programmes of the Rugby Football Foundation and the Rugby Football Union

Email of 6 November

Dear Coach,

                                    Dorset and Wilts under 17/18 programme 2008

We have undertaken a review of our playing/training programme for this age group, and in a new and novel twist, we have also listened to clubs and schools coaches and hopefully produced a structure that will benefit the players, whilst also recognising the needs of their clubs and schools.

As I am sure you are aware, the county system at u 18 is the first step for players to represent England, by going through a county and divisional selection process. Playing in the County Championship is the only route for a player to go forward, and we have been told by the England management that this will be rigidly applied. My own view is that we need to be as flexible and accommodating as we can, and if we are to produce a county side that genuinely represents the very best in Dorset and Wilts, then we need to fit in with clubs/schools rather than ignore them and potentially put the players in the difficult position of having to chose between the 2. 

We have now moved the entire under 17 process to begin in January. This will give decent standard rugby to those boys at schools who only play in the autumn term, and also give meaningful and maximum coaching input to the players for the under 18 programme that runs for 3 games in October/early November. The word development is overused in a rugby context, but we intend to develop the players in the under 17’s with an emphasis on their individual positional skills and game understanding, so they are best prepared for the under 18 season . We will therefore probably carry a larger coaching team at this age group than the 18’s.

The idea is that we hold a trial/selection day in January, 4-5 training sessions including 1 day over half term, and probably play 2-3 matches. Details of the full programme will follow shortly, but for now I would ask you to start thinking about which players you would send to the initial trail day in January.

We are looking for 3 types of player:

Category 1       Players who you believe could play for England. These will be the outstanding athletes, match winners, players you have never seen out played by his opposite number, mentally and physically strong, your real ’turn to’ player, the heart beat of your side.

Category 2       Potential divisional players. These will again be the outstanding athletes, better than most, good skills, fit, understands the game, inked onto your team sheet.

Category 3       County player. More often than not better than his opposite number, trains well, needs some work in a few areas, but always first choice in your side.  

Please think carefully about who you nominate, and I can promise in return a decent coaching input, an opportunity for the player to benefit from some individual or unit skills that with the demands of team preparation are difficult to devote time to, and a clear purpose for the team.  I would also welcome your input if you feel you are able to give it, and would be happy to work with players on a positional specific basis -please let me know. 

I will be leading the coaching effort with the under 17’s- I am a level 3 coach tutor and have decided I have been talking about it for long enough and it was high time I delivered something,  and Topper Brown will again be leading the under 18 group, with valuable expert assistance for Simon Culley and Chris Stagg. 

Finally, thanks and here is to a great future. I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Rob Clilverd

Chair D&W Coaching Committee

Head Coach under 17’s. 

Rob.clilverd@blm.co.uk
07885 484895 m

PLEASE REPLY TO: Rob.clilverd@blm.co.uk
…………………………………
Socks v. Boks. Come to Twickenham to watch the Barbarians take on the World Champions South Africa on Saturday 1st December. visit www.rfu.com/barbarians
Visit the Rugby Store today for the last remaining Rugby World Cup items including replica England jerseys.www.rfu.com/therugbystore
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