COMPETITIONS SECTION
COMPETITIONS SUB COMMITTEE
                        (Contact details are in the listing at the end of this handbook.)
Chairman
John Constable
Competitions Plans & Budget ; Dorset & Wilts Senior Structured Season ; Competition Entry administration ;


SW Leagues Rep ; League Secretary Dorset & Wilts 2 & 3 (South)  
Members
Peter Richell
1st XV Cup, Vase & Plate Knock Out Competitions

Brian Flanders
Match report cards (Seniors);  League Secretary SW1(E) ; Treasurer & Deputy League Co-ord Secretary SW DOC

Steve Warrington
2nd XV Cup & Shield & 3rd XV Cup Competitions

Clive Drake
Under 18 Merit Tables ; Under 18 & Under 17 Knock Out Competitions  


John Pendrey
Trophies and co-ordination of match administration for all Dorset & Wilts finals and festivals

League Secretaries
Noel Stafford
League Secretary Dorset & Wilts 1 (North) & (South)

Ron Jones
League Secretary Dorset & Wilts 2 & 3 (North)


Joint Youth Forum
Joe Walsh
Forum Chairman ; Dorset & Wilts Youth Structured Season ; Dorset & Wilts Youth Finals &  U11/U12 Festival 
(attendance as 
Dawn Miller
Dorset Under 13, 14, 15, 16 Knock Outs and Finals ; Under 11 & 12 Festivals

appropriate)
Steve Cameron
Wiltshire Under 13, 14, 15, 16 Tables, Knock Outs & Finals; Under 11 & 12 Festivals



D&W RURS
A representative
Advice from & liaison with Dorset & Wilts Rugby Union Referees Society


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	














REGULATIONS FOR ALL COMPETITIONS ORGANISED BY  DORSET & WILTS RFU

1.
Organising Committee. The Competitions Committee shall be appointed by the Dorset & Wilts County Union  The Committee shall have responsibility for the regulation and administration of all Dorset & Wilts Rugby Football Union (RFU) competitions between affiliated clubs.  

a.
Powers. The Committee shall have full power to adjudicate on all matters relating to those competitions. Its decisions shall be binding and final on any matter not provided for in these rules and on the interpretation of these rules.  The Committee shall have the power to exclude clubs at any stage of those competitions. 

b.
Membership.  . The Chairman  will be appointed by the Council from its membership. Other members will be co-opted as required including: a representative from the Referees Society; all Dorset & Wilts League Secretaries and nominees from Dorset & Wilts Joint Youth Forum who will have responsibility for administering Youth Competitions in each County.

2.
Competitions, Entry Criteria and Withdrawals.  For all Dorset & Wilts RFU knock out competitions entry is limited to clubs affiliated to the Dorset & Wilts RFU   Clubs require Dorset & Wilts RFU support to enter RFU competitions and that will only be given to clubs that enter the relevant Dorset & Wilts RFU competitions so that they may be nominated.  In the event that a team from a club with two or more XVs, at a senior level or in any one age grade ceases to fulfil fixtures on a regular basis during a season then it may, at the discretion of the Committee, be deemed to have withdrawn from any lower level competition which it may be entered.  Competitions will be administered by the Committee as follows with eligibility criteria for entry as given.:







g.
Under 18 Merit Tables.  All Dorset & Wilts clubs may enter one or two teams and other clubs may be invited to take part at the Committee’s discretion. Sides may be clustered together for this purpose, ie combined clubs and made up of age grades as permitted in RFU Rules (Under 16 to 18).

h.
Under 18 Knock Out Cup.  This competition is open to all Dorset & Wilts clubs that run a regular Under 18 fixture list drawing on players from their own membership.  The Committee has discretion to limit entry or to seed it as informed by performance in the Merit Table. Minor (eg Bowl and Plate) 
competitions will  be offered. 

i.
Under 17 Knock Out Cup.  This competition is open to all Dorset & Wilts clubs drawing on players from their own membership.  This Competition will enable the Committee to nominate clubs to represent Dorset & Wilts RFU South West and National Under 17 Competitions. Minor (eg Bowl and Plate) 
competitions will be offered. 



3.
Rules.  All matches shall be played under the Laws of the Rugby Football Union and in accordance with the Rules set out in the RFU handbook where not otherwise specified in this handbook .  The Dorset & Wilts Referees Society shall appoint a referee for each match in an adult Dorset & Wilts RFU knock out competition but will only provide touch judges for senior finals.  The home or host club is to confirm arrangements with the appointed referee at least 3 days prior to the match. Attention is drawn to the RFU Competitions Handbook regulations on drawn matches, referees and touch judges, replacements, clashes of colours and identification of players, postponed and abandoned matches, kick offs and grounds.   Specific applications of the rules are:

b.
Non Adult Competitions.  Rules for the Under 17 / Under 18 Merit Tables are specified separately below.  The RFU regulations for the age group as set down in the RFU Handbook take precedence.  Up to seven replacements may be used in all Junior competitions but a side does not have to have 7 replacements nor does it have to have a replacement player capable of playing in the front row though it must have a competent front row to start the game. Uncontested scrums will follow if a front row substitute is not available and the score at the end of full time will stand.  Extra time is not played in Junior Competition.  In the event of a tie in a Knock Out the team with the most tries, then conversions, is the winner, otherwise the visiting side goes through. The trophy is shared in the final. 
4.
Ground Safety.  Host clubs are responsible for ensuring grounds are safe and that adequate arrangements have been made to delineate spectator and replacement areas in accordance with RFU Regulation 17.

a.
Regulation 17.2.1 states: The home Club must make proper provision that ( with the exception of the Touch Judges, the Fourth Official and others permitted by these Game Regulations) all spectators, replacements and officials are kept a reasonable distance from the playing area by a permanent or semi-permanent barrier.  Where because of the home Club’s League Level in Divisional or CB Leagues the Committee deems it unnecessary for such a barrier to be erected, each club must (unless the Referee agrees otherwise or agrees an alternative) ensure that its spectators, replacements, medical staff, coaching staff, and any other representatives are not permitted within ten metres of the edge of the playing area. 

b.
In Dorset & Wilts all clubs are required to undertake a risk assessment of all their pitches before the first match of each season bearing in mind the requirements  to afford protection, the level of play  the likelihood and severity of mishap that could occur (including but without exception the impact that the barrier may also have).  A copy of this risk assessment is to be held on site. 

c.
Clubs are to publish their policy to control access for spectators, replacements and officials.   For the purposes  of  the RFU Regulation the Dorset & Wilts RFU Competitions Committee accept the arrangements made by clubs based on their own risk assessment   If no risk assessment has been carried out then a club may be deemed to have been negligent if any untoward event takes place.

5.
Player Eligibility.   No player may play for more than one club in any Dorset & Wilts RFU knock out competition in any one season but players are not Cup tied for Dorset & Wilts competitions by having taken part in an RFU Knock Out competition for another club.  Players may transfer clubs and play for both in Merit Table and League matches as long as registration requirements have been met. Every player must be a playing member of the club he is representing in accordance with the rules of the club and the RFU.  A club shall only select members who play regularly for the club and shall not introduce players especially for a competition. The penalty for breach of these rules will be a £25 fine and the offending team will forfeit the match and the Competitions Committee has the power to deny a club entry the following year. Specific rules on player eligibility for competitions are as follows:

a.


 

d.
Under 13 to Under 18 Competitions.  1st September of the current season is the qualifying date for all age grade rugby at club level..  All players must have an RFU registration card so that age qualification may be established prior to competition games. Dates of birth are to be listed where required on team lists and certified by a club official.  Clubs may select U16 players for Under 18 matches as long as this continues to conform to RFU rules but not so as to consistently exclude older players in the group.  All other age grades may only play one age grade up, not down.

6.
Entry Procedures, Draws and Withdrawals.  
7.
Competition Schedules.   
a.
Schedules.  The RFU publishes the Senior and Youth Structured Seasons each year and Dorset & Wilts RFU competitions are planned to fit in with these. Every non league weekend within the season is taken to be available for competition with the exception of Christmas weekend unless the club has applied to SW Leagues to declare a date unavailable for league postponements. 










c.
Precedence.    If either club drawn to play in a match in a Dorset & Wilts competition is committed to an RFU competition then the next available Saturday is to be used as per RFU rules of precedence.  Dorset & Wilts RFU competition matches take precedence after RFU, Representative and League commitments but ahead of other fixtures.  In exceptional circumstances, in order to progress the competition, the Committee can order the match to be played on the Sunday where a higher precedence match has been played on the Saturday or to be played mid week where floodlights are available. 

d.
Notification.  The Competition Administrator is to be notified as soon as this situation becomes known. Only when the situation is unavoidable will clubs be ordered to play on the Sunday of the same weekend as another competition. Competition administrators must be informed directly a League or RFU fixture re-arrangement necessitates the postponement of a match in a Dorset & Wilts RFU competition.

e.
Under 17 & Under 18s.  Matches will be played on Sundays unless another day is authorised by the Competition Administrator when circumstances dictate it. Kick Offs will be at 2pm unless both sides agree otherwise and the home side notify the administrator and referee accordingly.

f.
Changes. The approval of the Competition Administrator is required prior to any change in arrangements for a match not enforced by rules of precedence and permission will normally only be granted for the Sunday of the same weekend.  Requests and approvals for such a change are to be confirmed formally in writing.  

8.
Notification of Results, Team Lists and Verification.   Pre-addressed match cards for notifying results will be sent to clubs prior to the relevant round  or commencement of the competition, but the competition administrator (see paragraph 13 below) is to be notified of the result by telephone by 6pm on match day, reinforced by fax or e mail if necessary. This is the responsibility of the home club or in the event of a neutral venue for a knock out, the club qualifying for the next round.
a.

b.
Under 17 & Under 18 Competitions.  Match report cards are to include the Youth Registration Number and are to be signed by representatives of both clubs and the referee and are to be sent to the competition administrator by 10am on the Thursday following the match.  Registration details may be checked against the RFU Youth Registration database. On the first occasion that a player represents his club in the season then the card is also to show his Date of Birth.

c.
Penalties.  The Secretary or the competition administrator may impose a penalty for any failure to comply with reporting requirements.or breaches of any rules. The penalty for each failure will be £25 at the discretion of the Committee. A fine is subject to confirmation by the Competitions Committee to which a club may appeal but if confirmed the penalty can be increased.  An appeal above that level would be to the Council of Dorset & Wilts RFU. 

9.
Trophies. Trophies are to be returned to the competition administrator by the holder at least 2 weeks prior to the next season’s final, or brought to the final if the current holder is competing in the final once again.
10.
Amendments.   Amendment of these rules is in the power of the Competitions Committee. Amendments and alterations shall be announced at the Annual General Meeting of the Dorset & Wilts RFU. 

11.
Disputes. In the event of a dispute or an objection that cannot be resolved by the competition administrator, a club must put its concerns in writing and send them to the Secretary of the Competition Committee. If the problem relates to a match then it must be received no later than 4 days after the match concerned.  The Competitions Committee shall have absolute discretion to resolve any such disputes or objections as it shall think fit.  The Committee’s decision shall be final and binding on all parties.

12. 



























Appendix 2 to DORSET & WILTS RFU Competition Regulations

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES - DORSET & WILTS RFU UNDER 18 MERIT TABLES 2009/2010
1.
The Fixture Schedule circulated by the merit table administrator is to be followed. In the event of postponement for unavoidable reasons such as weather or pitch condition then the administrator will nominate the next available Sunday that is to be used.  Merit Table fixtures take precedence after RFU and Representative matches but ahead of all friendly fixtures. Kick offs are to be taken as 2pm unless mutually agreed otherwise and the merit table administrator and referee notified accordingly. 

2.
Matches are to be 35 minutes each way and are to cease if one side achieves a 50 point differential unless both teams and the referee agree to continue.  

3.
Table points will be 5 for a win, 3 for a draw and 1 for playing a match with an eligible team containing at least 13 players drawn from the club represented.  An additional point will be awarded for either side scoring 5 tries or more and for the side that loses by 7 points or less.

4.
Teams failing to play a scheduled Merit Table fixture on the appointed date without prior authorisation from the administrator will be deemed to have lost that fixture. The team willing and available to play will receive 6 Table points and awarded 25 playing points. Two merit table points will be deducted from the offending team unless a game is played on a friendly basis.  There will be no additional point for playing a conceded match.  The host club is responsible for arranging facilties for the game and appointing a suitably qualified referee. If a match fails to take place for the lack of either then it will be deemed forfeit.  In the event that a substitute referee is required then clubs may agree that a coach or club member from either side can officiate but he/she must be competent.

5.
An inability to raise a side because of higher level representative commitments will only be accepted as a valid excuse for a postponement if it is a date scheduled in the RFU Structured Season for either an Under 17, Under 18 or Under 20 Dorset & Wilts or South West Division XV and if three or more players are not available to them for the reason that they have been selected (not through injury). A formal request needs to have been made for an amendment to the schedule and agreed by the merit table administrator ahead of the fixture.

6.
If a club enters two teams for the Merit Table then, if both teams are not in competitive matches on the same day, then there will be a restriction on the number of players who have routinely played for the senior team who can be allowed to play for the junior team. After the third match no more than 3 players may be selected to start or 5 in total be named as replacements for the lower team that have started for the senior team in 50% or more of the Merit Table fixtures to date.  

7.
The merit table administrator has discretion to expel a team from the Table if it consistently fails to fulfil its fixtures.  This rule will usually be applied if more than 25% of the season’s Table fixtures have been conceded whether or not a game was played.  
8.
If a team is withdrawn from the Table, or expelled, then all results and points awarded involving that team will be expunged. However, teams whose results have been expunged are expected to fulfil their remaining fixtures on a friendly basis.
9.
The home team is responsible for making and confirming referee arrangements. A Touch Judge is to be provided by each team for each fixture and they are to be nominated to the referee before kick off. 

10.    First Aid arrangements are to be in place.


























































































































