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RAVEN MAD!  

BUSINESS NAME 

FOLLOWING IN THE SUCCESS THAT THE 1ST XV ENDED 

THEIR SEASON IN ð THE YOUTH SIDES SHOWED THEY 

TOO HAD JUST AS MUCH TO CELEBRATE éé.  

What a fantastic evening on Friday 8th May to finish off a brilliant season.   Over 

250 people in the club, and all age groups well represented. 

Thanks to Geraldine and Nicola for all their efforts in organising the event, and for 

organising trophies and certificates at such short notice. 

Thanks to Gary for feeding so many more than anticipated. 

Thanks to Coaches / Managers for getting so many there ï even if the numbers 

were ridiculously underestimated !!! 

Thanks to Frank and Alison for Sponsoring the Trophies. 

And great to see Dave Wright, our new President there.   Report by Ross Cowie 

The Roll of Honour  

Under 13s 

Coaches Player of the Year ï Tommy 

Dufficy 

Players Player of the Year ï James McRae 

Most Improved Player of the Year ï Karl 

Wilkins 

Youth Chairmanôs Unsung Hero (Player) 

ï Adam Hare 

Youth Chairmanôs Unsung Hero 

(Volunteer) ï Martin Pratley ï for Manag-

ing the Development Squad, for Learning 

to Ref, and for his work with Safeguard-

ing 

Under 14s  

(sorry Bruce, I have omitted some of the domestics) 

Coaches Player of the Year ï Caleb Harper 

Players Player of the Year ï Kieran Hexley  

Most Improved Player of the Year ï Simon Peck-

ston 

Best Newcomer of the Year - Conner Ibbotson 

Youth Chairmanôs Unsung Hero (Player) ï Rupert 

Allen 

Youth Chairmanôs Unsung Hero (Volunteer)  - 

Lloyd Davies ï for reffing the Development Squad 

all season, and assisting generally with the Sunday 

Reffing provision 

Under 15s 

Coaches Player of the Year ï Will Johnson 

Players Player of the Year ï Dylan Caleno 

Most Improved Player of the Year ï Dale Hub-

bard 

Youth Chairmanôs Unsung Hero (Player) ï 

Chaz Hayes-Burt for making every tackle, and 

being the first to break down every time 

Youth Chairmanôs Unsung Hero (Volunteer) ï 

Nicola & Henry Johnson ï for ñhelping behind 

the scenesò, for reffing and for ñcomperingò 

Under 15 Festival 

Under 16s 

Coaches Player of the Year ï Dan Francis 

Players Player of the Year ï Charlie Precious 

Most Improved Player of the Year ï Liam 

Walsh 

Youth Chairmanôs Unsung Hero (Player) ï 

Sam Mahoney ï for superb prop forwarding 

Youth Chairmanôs Unsung Hero (Volunteer) ï 

Matt Mahoney, for quietly getting on with the 

job of coaching 

Outstanding Achievement ï Tom Crozier ï for 

being selected for England Under 16s, and for 

next seasonôs England Performance Develop-

ment Squad 
Colts 

Coaches Player of the Year ï James Mitchell 

Players Player of the Year ï Chris Withers 

Most Improved Player of the Year Sam Trott 

Youth Chairmanôs Player of the Year ï Danny 

Whiteman 

Youth Chairmanôs Unsung Hero (Player) ï 

Owen Abbott ï for being the lynchpin of the 

2nd XV 

Thanks and Long Service Award ï Barry White 

Thanks and Long Service Award ï John Abbott 

At the Suffolk Annual 

Dinner on Friday 15th 

May Colchester were 
presented  with a Spe-
cial Achievement 
Award recognising 
 our Unprecedented 
Achievement of Win-
ning Suffolk Cups at 
all age groups, from 
Under 13s through to 
Under 16s, plus Win-
ning the Eastern 
Counties Cup at both 
Under 17s and Colts. 
RFU President, Brian 
Williams presented the 
Award to Ross Cowie 
who collected the 
Award on behalf of the 
club, with representa-
tives of the Under 13, 
Under 15 and Under 
16 Management & 
Coaching Teams pre-
sent. 

Thanks to all players / coaches 

/ administrators / referees / 

parents for a great season 

ENJOY THE 

SUMMER    Ross 

SPECIAL HONOUR AWARD 

TO TOP OFF SEASON é.. 

Remember to link onto web page for full reports: www.colchester-rugby.co.uk 

MINIS U6 REPORT                   13 

1ST XV FIXTURES 09/10         14 

http://www.colchester-rugby.co.uk


 

 

 

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO MIGHT BECOME A SPONSOR?  

 

Sponsorship is our biggest single profit centre ï without it we simply would not function as we do. If we are 

to continue to fulfill membersô aspirations we will need more money ï so we will need more sponsors. 

 

We have about 50 or so at the moment ï mostly cash but some in ókindô. Nearly all the sponsors are members 

of the Club or have been introduced by members of the Club. 

 

We have an extensive menu of sponsorship opportunities or the chance to ótailorô to meet a need. Prices vary 

from Ã100 to 000ôs 

 

We have over 500 paying members and most of us know someone who runs a business. Some members are 

running a business themselves. In some cases it will be our employer. Many of these might be willing to be-

come a sponsor of CRFC. 

 

So this just asks ALL OF US to try to provide the link between a potential  

sponsor and CRFC . 

 

If you know someone or you are that person yourself please get in touch and we will do the rest 

 

Contact  Alan Line on 01473 828240 or via email Alan.line@ukonline.co.uk with the name and contact tele-

phone and email address. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

 

READ VARIOUS REPORTS FROM THE CLUB WEB SITE HOME PAGE  

 

http://clubs.rfu.com/Clubs/portals/colchester/ 

 

GO TO AGM REPORTS under the Club News Section  
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CLUB NOTICES  

CONGRATULATIONS and THANKS  to 

MEL TILLETT who effortlessly organised this yearôs fabulous  

SUMMER BALL at  LE TALBOOTH  

The setting was perfect and the Marquee beautifully decorated to reflect the clubôs colours.   After 

welcoming words from the Chairman, John Powell and a mind boggling quiz by Alan Line, with-

heads nôtails, everyone settled down to an exquisite meal.  The Auction was dutifully carried out by 

John Tyrell followed by dancing into the twilight hours. 

The event raised a massive £2773.00 towards club funds and thanks goes to all those who organised and 

donated the auction prizes and of course those who bid and paid for them. 

NEXT YEARôS DATE 9TH JULY 2010 

mailto:Alan.line@ukonline.co.uk
http://clubs.rfu.com/Clubs/portals/colchester/


 

 

Socious Sports Rugby last day 

FRIDAY 14TH AUGUST BBQ. 

All members welcome to come 

along and enjoy a late after-

noon/evening BBQ for all the 

family whether or not you are 

booked onto the Socious Rugby 

event.   For further details email: Jonathan 

Sage on:  jonathan@hawkfarm.co.uk 
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WHATôS HAPPENING AND GOING ON  WITH  THE SOCIAL SCENE 

COME ALONG FOR 

ANOTHER EVENING 

OF DANCING 

£5 
INCLUDES FOOD 

 

Colchester rugby club  

U14 / u13 / u12  disco 

Friday 5th june  

TICKETS SOLD ON 

THE NIGHT  

7.30 PM till 11 PM 

ITõS A KNOCK OUT 

In aid of  

ST HELENA HOSPICE  

At  

COLCHESTER RUGBY CLUB  

SUNDAY 12TH JULY  

Look out for posters  

 

IT WOULD BE GOOD IF CRFC COULD 

ENTER A TEAM   

Can you get a team of 10 and £750 of 

sponsorship  

between you? (U18õs only to apply) 

If you can please contact the  

 FIRST REGISTRATION  

 SUNDAY 6TH 

 SEPTEMBER 

TO BE HELD IN  

 CONJUNCTION WITH 

COLCHESTER RUGBY 

CLUB FUN DAY  

FOR ALL  

GIGGLE CITY IS BACK 

WITH MORE  

INFLATABLES  

 

ANYONE WANTING TO HELP OR 

HAVE ANY IDEAS TO MAKE THE 

DAY EVEN MORE A SUCCESS 

PLEASE CONTACT EITHER Geraldine 

on geroharry@btopenworld.com or  

Mel on  kittingoutkids1@aol.com 

PUT THIS DATE IN YOUR 

 DIARY  

SUNDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 

FOR NEXT SEASON ....... 

ANNUAL SPORTSMAN  

DINNER for the Suffolk Wooden 

Spoon on Friday October 9th ó09 

to be held at Colchester Rugby 

Clubðan evening with Jason 

 Leonard and ófriendsô more info 

from Alan Line to follow. 

mailto:jonathan@hawkfarm.co.uk
mailto:geroharry@btopenworld.com
mailto:kittingoutkids1@aol.com


 

 

Still searching for help!!!!!  

We are a Members Club ï óby the members for the membersô. If there isnôt any óbyô there will be 

less óforô!!!! 

SEASON 2009-10. 

WE NOW HAVE OVER 100 VOLUNTEERS AND THEY DO A FANTASTIC JOB ï BUT WE 

STILL HAVE JOBS WHICH NEED DOING AND NO-ONE TO DO THEM. 

 

CAN YOU HELP WITH ANY OF THESE 

 

SATURDAY PRE LEAGUE MATCH LUNCH ORGANISER [now filled] 

VOLUNTEER CO-ORDINATOR 

DOUBLE CENTURION CLUB TEAM LEADER 

PUBLICITY OFFICER 

JOIN OUR COMMERCIAL TEAM 

SHOP & SWEETS  ROTA MEMBERS FOR SUNDAY MORNING (some interest) but ideally looking for a rota system 

of 5-6 people willing to lend a hand and probably best coming from Mini section who are at club most Sundays 

Or 

Maybe this is a better suggestion 

ARE THERE ANY SKILLS YOU HAVE [and there must be hundreds out there]  TELL US ABOUT THEM AND WE CAN óFIT 

ó SOME WORK TO MATCH THE SKILL 

Full Job Descriptions available via email from johnpowell2@tiscali.co.uk 

HELP WANTED ééé. 

BAR MANAGER  

WE INVITE APPLICATIONS FOR THIS POSITION TO TAKE EFFECT 

 AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2009 

The Job  

To ensure that the Bar operates to maximise the Clubôs Income from Sales of Alcoholic and ñSoftò Drinks, throughout the 

Year, and to provide the best possible service for Members and guests. 

The Ideal Candidate will have: 

experience of working in bars [preferably Members club] and particularly of cellar work 

managerial experience as casual bar staff supervision is required; 

familiarity with Health and Hygiene Health and Safety and Child Protection legislation and 

Compliance; 

an ability to work with other CRFC employees and volunteers in a co-operative manner; 

as part of the hospitality industry be a good verbal communicator and have the ability to get  

on with members and guests; 

an ability to work with and access to a computer would be advantageous.  

Colchester Rugby Club 

Is a limited company by virtue of being an Industrial & Provident Society with over 700 adult and 500 Under 18 members. 

Working hours and terms of employment will be available at interview. 

A full Job Specification is available from the email address below. 

Selection process 

In the first instance please send full c.v. to Alan Line at Alan.line@ukonline.co.uk by June 26th. Formal Interviews will be 

held week commencing June 29th. 

It is hoped the selected individual will be able to start work in August and not later than September 1st 2009 
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YOUTH REPORT TO AGM followed by SEASONSô FIXTURE RESULTS ALL AGES 

by Youth Chairman   Ross Cowie  

What a fantastic season !! This time last year, I was able to report on a most incredible, and highly suc-

cessful season. This year we have trumped the efforts of last season and how !! 

The season started with a bang, with a clean sweep at the Suffolk Sevens at RHS, with all 5 age groups 

from Under 13s through to Under 17s winning their age group trophies, but more importantly, we were 

able to field multiple entries at all age groups, allowing most boys in the club to enjoy a splendid day in 

superb surroundings. 

The Under 13s, in their first season at 15-a-side, have surpassed the achievements of all of their illustri-

ous predecessors. They have played 16 games and remained  unbeaten at their own age group, losing 

only to the clubôs own Under 14 XV, scoring over 800 points in the process. As well as winning the 

Suffolk Cup (easily), they won both the Westcliff and Diss festivals, and last week were crowned 

champions at the Arras International  Festival. They also run a B or Development team, which won 6 of 

its 13 matches. Thanks and congratulations to Head Coach / Manager, Andy Howe, and his (large) team 

of coaches, and in particular Martin Pratley, who managed the Development squad. 

The Under 14s also had a good season, winning 10 and drawing 2 of their 17 games, winning the Suf-

folk Cup. They were losing semi-finalists in the very high standard Newbury 10s, and losing semi-

finalists at our own Festival. They, too run a Development side, which won 9 of its 16 games, many of 

them against other clubôs first XVs. Thanks to Head Coach, Bruce Woodcock, Manager, Lynne Wood-

cock, and their (also large) team of coaches. Again a particular mention of Paul Lee, who has looked 

after the Development  side. 

The Under 15s have made huge strides this season, with a massive improvement, and have had a superb 

season ï they look a totally different outfit to last yearôs team. They have won 14 and drawn 1 of their 

19 games, losing only to very strong opposition, and scoring virtually 700 points along the way, and 

winning the Suffolk Cup. They too were losing semi-finalists at our own Festival. The Development 

side played, winning 10 of its 16 games, again mostly against first XV opposition. Rod Craig, as Man-

ager / Head Coach has done a splendid job, well supported by Dave Edwards and Jackie Blackford. 

The Under 16 first XV suffered with Eastern Counties calls and school commitments resulting in inter-

mittent availability, but nevertheless fielded a side on 10 occasions, winning 7 games; they too won the 

Suffolk Cup. The Development XV played 13 games, winning 11 of them. 8 boys represented Eastern 

Counties Under 16s / Under 17s, and we must congratulate Tom Crozier on his selection for England 

Under 16, and next seasonôs England Under 18 Performance Squad. Thanks to Aled Llewellyn, well 

supported by Chris Roome and Matt Mahoney. 

Most of the Under 17s played for the Grammar Schoolôs First XV, and 5 boys represented Eastern 

Counties; consequently, this age group only played to fulfil Cup commitments, although any boy who 

wanted a game was able to play for the Colts 2nd XV. The Under 17s won the Eastern  Counties Cup in 

style, winning all 5 of their games, and only losing to Braintree in the first round of the National Cup 

for County Champions. Damien Brambley had a trial for London Division Under 18s. Thanks to Head 

Coach / Manager,  Bob Barnes. 

The Colts were able to run 2 fifteens. I cannot recall any club ever running 2 Colts XVs before ï this is 

a superb achievement. They played 14 games, all against first XV opposition, winning 8 of them. John 

Abbott has done a sterling job with this unit. 
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The senior Colts have had another magnificent season, remaining undefeated for the second year in a 

row, save the last National Cup match. This year they went one stage better than last, reaching the semi-

final of the National Cup, losing by only 3 points to Old Albanians ï this is a magnificent achievement 

for a level 8 club. They won the Eastern Counties Cup for the second season in a row. They played 22 

games in all, winning 21, scoring 852 points, and only conceding 186. They played an exciting and ex-

pansive brand of rugby, entertaining all those that watched them. Once again coached by the brilliant 

coaching team of Nic Lloyd and Danny Johnson, and well supported by the Management and admini-

stration of Barry White. They were led by inspirational captain, James Mitchell, who was well sup-

ported by senior players, Ollie White, Danny Whiteman, Chris Withers and David Higgins, all of who 

have played for the clubôs first XV. 

Never before has one club won the Suffolk Cup at all 4 age groups, never mind the Eastern Counties 

Cup at Under 17s and Colts ï all age groups thus winning their major ñdomestic ñcompetition. 

We are now the largest youth section in Eastern Counties and Essex, and dare I say it the most success-

ful. Indeed, we must be one of the best youth sections in England. We have a structure and organisation 

that is second to none, and this enables us to realise our achievements. We have 30 qualified coaches in 

the Youth Section, 12 of whom have achieved their level 2 award. ï Again, I doubt if there are too 

many clubs with this number or quality of coaches. As a referee, myself, I am also proud to boast that 

ALL youth games have been refereed by a qualified official ï once again, something that few clubs 

could aspire to. We are now seen by other clubs as a beacon of quality and good practice ï indeed, 2 

other clubs both want to meet with us to understand how we manage to do what we do. As usual, we 

ran 2 successful festivals at Under 14 and Under 15, with 20 sides at the first, and 14 at the latter, and 

received many plaudits from our visitors for our ability to run the ñbestò festivals. 

Running 11 sides this year has been a real challenge, but with the achievements mentioned earlier, it 

has been worth all the effort. As we have been able to run 2 sides at each age group, this has enabled us 

to realise the clubôs ambition of running a ñchampionshipò team and a social / development squad, thus 

providing ñrugby for allò, and still providing a worthwhile game for players of a more modest ability. 

The biggest disappointment has been the loss of a significant number of games due to opposition can-

cellations or weather issues ï however, I must say that Rod Chatters has once again done a sterling job 

with the pitches to minimise this problem at home ï I do admire his positive ñletôs find reason to playò 

approach. 

The atmosphere at Mill Road on a Sunday morning has been fantastic, and this is down to a superb 

team of coaches and managers, backed up by many, many parental volunteers who all ñdo their bitò, no 

matter how small. Thanks to all who helped with car parking. Indeed, thanks to everyone, players, 

coaches, and volunteers who have helped make the best youth season in history 

 

Ross Cowie  

7th May 2009 

YOUTH REPORT TO AGM  continued é. 

FURTHER REPORTS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEB PAGE BUT IF 

YOU ARE INTERESTED IN SEEING WHAT THE OVERALL RESULTS 

WERE FOR EACH AGE GROUP PLEASE SEE THE NEXT FEW PAGES 

AND ROSS COWIE AS GATHERED THEM ALL TOGETHER FOR YOUR 

REFERENCE. 
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U13 SECTION 



 

 

U14 SECTION 



 

 

U15 SECTION 



 

 

U16 SECTION 



 

 



 

 

COLTS SECTION 
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Colchester Under 6's enjoyed a fantastic 1st mini rugby season and everyone 
was rewarded for their tremendous efforts & attendance with certificates, tro-

phies and RFU goodie bags at a fun Awards Day in May.  

 

Being the youngest playing group of the club & mini section, I feel its vitally im-
portant the kids are eased into playing any sport beacuse they want to & Enjoy 
coming along on a Sunday morning.  We obviously did something right  as our 

attendance never dropped below 25 kids and was often in the mid 30's.  

 

The comittment, passion and desire to learn has been exceptional from the 
young players and the squad has developed into a very useful looking team. 
The players  have learnt alot and are excited about  competing against the under 

7s next season.  

 

I would like to thank the enormous contribution  made by all the coaches and 
helpers this season. Sadly a few are remaining back with the under 6 group 
next season but  thats good news for the next set of future mini stars coming 
through the mini ranks. Special thanks to Dave Mooney, Steve Welsh 

& Amanda Perry.  

 

Bring on next season!!  

Best wishes Jon Williams.  

MINI SECTIONðU6 END OF SEASON ROUND UP by Jon Williams 


