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COLCHESTER RFC – UNDER 15 FESTIVAL – SUNDAY 26th APRIL

Colchester Rugby Club hosted its annual Under 15 Festival last Sunday 26th April.
On a bright, sunny and very warm spring day, 13 other clubs from Eastern Counties, 
Essex and Kent joined Colchester’s squad, and with 300 boys taking part, competing
 clubs represented every possible standard, at very differing stages in their development.

In the early rounds, teams were split into 2 conferences of 7 teams, with clubs playing 4 others in order to determine positions for the knockout stages. Playing 7 minute each way games, 10 points were awarded for a win, 5 for a draw with bonus points being awarded for tries scored.

Colchester were drawn in the Red Pool, and confounded form by losing their first game against Ipswich. Colchester opened the scoring with a first half try, but poor defence allowed Ipswich in to score a try which was converted to give them a victory by 5 points to 7. However, Colchester recovered by winning their 3 remaining games against Wymondham by 12-5, Old Elthamians by 19-3, and Norwich 15-0, and with other clubs producing inconsistent results, Colchester came second in the group to take their place in the Trophy competition. Meanwhile, Barking comfortably won all their 4 games to head the group, beating Norwich by 28-0, Southend 21-0, Ipswich 24-0 and Old Elthamians 27-0.  Ipswich, having beaten Colchester , also beat Wymondham 7-0, but could only manage a 0-0 draw with Norwich, but earned the third place position. Southend beat Elthamians 12-0, and held Wymondham to a 5-5 draw earning the 4th place by dint of a better try count from both Wymondham (who  had also beaten Elthamians 3-0), and Norwich (who had beaten Southend  10-7). Unfortunately a game and combative Elthamians outfit failed to trouble the scorers, but took their place in the Spoon.

In the Blue Pool, there was a 3 horse race for top spot, with Sevenoaks winning all 4 of their matches to head the group, beating Harwich 47-0, Ilford 7-0, Westcliff 10-0, in the crucial match, and Shelford  14-0; Shelford and Westcliff winning 3 each, both only losing to Sevenoaks; Westcliff went forward to the Trophy competition, having scored the greater number of tries. Ilford lost narrowly both to Shelford (5-7)and to Sevenoaks (0-7), but beating Harwich 28-0, and Woodbridge 24-0, pipped Braintree to 4th spot with a better try count. Braintree , also won their games against Harwich and Woodbridge to take 5th place. Both Woodbridge and Harwich were game but found the opposition pretty tough.

In the Spoon competition for teams in 7th place, Old Elthamians beat Harwich by 27 points to 7.

In the Shield competition for teams in 5th and 6th places, Wymondham beat Woodbridge 7-0, and Norwich beat Braintree 12-0 to meet in the final which was won by Wymondham by 12 points to 5.

In the Plate competition for teams in 3rd and 4th places, Shelford despatched Southend by 27 points to 7 where they met Ilford who had played out a 0-0 draw with Ipswich in the semi, but who qualified by dint of having scored more tries in the pool rounds. The final was as close as their pool game, but Shelford scored an unconverted try on the dot of full time to claim the Plate by 5 points to nil.

In the Trophy, Barking beat Westcliff by 14 points to nil in the semi, and Colchester lost to an outstanding Sevenoaks side, who scored 3 breakaway tries to win by 19-0. Two superb sides met in the final. Barking scored first in the second half, with a try from Mutoka, converted by Townsend. Sevenoaks equalised with a converted try following a superb break from their outside centre skipper, on the stroke of full time, enabling both sides to share the Trohpy.

Colchester Rugby Club was proud to host the event – over 300 boys took part in a friendly festival, where the spirit of rugby won in outstanding style. My thanks to Colchester parents who worked so hard, to Rod Chatters for producing 4 quality pitches, to the “backroom” team of Ron Hatch, Henry Johnson, Joe Cowie and Kevin Rixon for ensuring that scores were recorded accurately, and for ensuring that the festival ran to time.  Unfortunately festivals with so many games and so many players produce knocks and injuries – thanks to physiotherapists, Liz Merrick, James Castle and Sam Currie for tending to a number of injuries. Finally, thanks to my refereeing colleagues, my fellow London Society Referees, Mike Woods and Martin Goodman, and Duncan Trowsdale of Elthamians, and Colchester RFC members, Lee Tanner and Lloyd Davies. And a final, final thanks to Andrew Sarek, RFU Council Member for Eastern Counties, who presented the prizes.
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