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SENIOR AWARD NIGHT é.. 

took place last Friday at Le Talbooth. 
Attended by 90 people and enjoyed by all.   Many thanks to one 

of the Patronôs Gairloch Residential Ltd who sponsored the  

awards which were presented by coach Tim Grimsey. 

 

They went to: 

Young Player of the SeasonðDanny Whiteman 

Most Improved Player of SeasonðJon Vine 

Ravens Player of SeasonðKieran Payne 

3rd place Player of  Season 1st XVðKen Dowding 

2nd place Player of Season 1st XVðLiam Pickett 

Player of the Season 1st XVðMatt Adamson 

with the prestigious  

Avril Proops Award presented by Patrick Duffy going to 

Jon Vine 

 

The entertainment was funded by a raffle of a 50ò plasma TV and 

this was drawn on the night and won by a friend of one of our 

members Colin Pritchard.  The gentleman ñRobò of Braintree had 

been to the club on one of the pre match lunches at the end of the 

seasonða very lucky winner. 

 

Many thanks to all those who supported the event. 

U13 triumph at DISS 

see p. 7/8 for full report 

pictured U13 team and coaches 

GET A COACHING 

QUALIFICATION 

AT NO COST 

[hopefully]ï IF YOU 

APPLY NOW . 

 

If you do not have a 

coaching qualification 

ï you will need one 

under the RFU Coach 

Licensing Scheme to 

be launched shortly. 

Click this link and 

find out how to get 

one ï and maybe at no 

cost. This has to be a 

personal application 

and cannot be done by 

the Club. 
 

http://clubs.rfu.com/Clubs/

portals/colchester/Media/File/

EAST%20LINK%
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ROB PROOPS 

 

Most people will now know that sadly Rob passed away on Tuesday April 

21st.There can be few people who have had any connection with Colchester Rugby 

Club across the last 15 or so years ï either as player or supporter ï who will not 

have known Rob. 

 

Rob became our Bar Manager ósometimeô in the mid 90ôs and served as such until 

he was taken ill in late December. Previously the bar had been run very much on 

volunteer lines with members taking turns to do bar duty .Rob arrived with ómany 

ó years of experience in the licensed trade including a stint as Bar Manager at 

Wivenhoe Town Football Club . 

 

Across that time Rob must have help serve over 1million pints to members , their 

guests and members of other Rugby Clubs ï as well as countless people attending 

functions ï and seen countless dignitaries cross the threshold, from a dozen or so 

Mayors of Colchester and Presidents of the RFU to Bill Beaumont and Jason Leo-

nard . 

 

In all those years his honesty and integrity shone through. As the first contact 

many people made with Colchester Rugby Club Rob created a favourable impres-

sion, provided a warm welcome and always seemed to be available. He would of-

ten say ówe all have to do things for the Clubô 

Importantly he has run a virtually ótrouble freeô bar with bad behaviour stamped 

out swiftly and residents able to contact him at any time. And there were countless 

tasks Rob would undertake óbeyond the call of dutyô. 

 

It is fitting that in the week of his death the Senior Awards Dinner was held at 

which the Avril Proops Trophy ï donated by Rob in memory of his late wife ï was 

presented .On the Sunday before his death he had asked that the Trophy be pre-

sented to Jon Vine ï and it was. 

 

It is fair to say that Avrilôs passing so suddenly in March 2007 fell hard on Rob ï 

and he struggled to regain his old verve. We will find him hard to re-

place and will miss him a lot. 

 

The funeral will be held at Weeley Crematorium on Tuesday May 5th at 

10.15 am ï and after at the Rugby Club. 
by John Powell 
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DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO MIGHT BECOME A SPONSOR?  

 

Sponsorship is our biggest single profit centre ï without it we simply would not func-

tion as we do. If we are to continue to fulfill membersô aspirations we will need more 

money ï so we will need more sponsors. 

 

We have about 50 or so at the moment ï mostly cash but some in ókindô. Nearly all 

the sponsors are members of the Club or have been introduced by members of the 

Club. 

 

We have an extensive menu of sponsorship opportunities or the chance to ótailorô to 

meet a need. Prices vary from Ã100 to 000ôs 

 

We have over 500 paying members and most of us know someone who runs a busi-

ness. Some members are running a business themselves. In some cases it will be our 

employer. Many of these might be willing to become a sponsor of CRFC. 

 

So this just asks ALL OF US to try to provide the link between a potential  

sponsor and CRFC . 

 

If you know someone or you are that person yourself please get in touch and we will 

do the rest 

 

Contact  Alan Line on 01473 828240 or via email Alan.line@ukonline.co.uk with the 

name and contact telephone and email address. 

 

NOTICE OF  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

The Annual General Meeting  of  Colchester Rugby Football Club  

will be held in the Clubhouse at Mill Road  

at 7.30 pm for 8.00 pm on  

 

THURSDAY 7th  MAY 2009 

 

Tim Slaven   Hon Secretary   Colchester RFC 
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The Whole Club Seal of Approval [WCSOA] 

 

A óThree Year Planô sounds a bit dramatic for an amateur Rugby Club but is a simple document 

that guides our club, keeps the RFU happy and is an integral part of WCSOA.  CRFCôs last plan 

expired in 2008 and weôve got to put a new one together ASAP to not only do this but, far more 

importantly, gain consensus on where our club is trying to go and then get it there. 

 

Like Baldrickôs cunning versions, plans of these kind in theory answer three simple questions: 

where are we now, where do we want to be and how do we get there?  In practice itôs much 

harder as people have different ideas and opinionsðespecially about the ówhere do we want to 

beô bit.   At a recent meeting I attended there is clearly a lot of conflicting ideas about our clubôs 

ambitions (elite vs. social) that will be difficult to reconcile. 

 

Planning at CRFC is further complicated by two things.   First, the sheer size and diversity of the 

people involvedðnot only within the club but outside it too.   Second, the brand new RFU 

óWhole Club Seal of Approvalô process seems somewhat complex. 

 

CRFC has already sought the views of members via an on-line survey and had a workshop to 

explore these further.   We now need to get a grip and actually put a plan together.  With over a 

thousand members itôs a daunting task but Iôve offered to help pull it off.   For those fortunate 

enough not to know me I played for the seniors and was on the senior committee for many years 

before the introduction of red and yellow cards hastened my retirement to refereeing and coach-

ing in the youth section.   Only VP status remains and Iôll be doubtless be dribbling in the corner 

at a club lunch soon.  [Edôs noteðhappened some years ago] 

 

This is very much a collaborative effort and I hope to not only involve club officers but all of 

you who have something to say.  How?  By supplementing traditional meetings and reporting 

with simple open-source web software to allow anyone who wants to comment on plans as they 

develop to do so.  The cynics among you will smirk but if anyone has a better idea on how to 

pull all this together to the Clubbed Seal standard by end ïSeptember please let me know. 

 

Watch this spaceéé.. 

 

RICHARD PARKER 

CLUB DEVELOPMENT 

Hopefully you will know that we are required (and need) to put together our Development Plan 

a.s.a.p.  with the already heavy work load of Committee members, Richard Parker has stepped up 

and volunteered to drive and process.  His start up letter is below: 

 

CLUB NOTICESðcont.. 

John Powell 
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FOR THE DIARYéééé.  Next Schools Disco has been changed to FRIDAY 

5TH JUNE 2009ðmore details to follow in next issue. 

YOUTH AWARD NIGHT 

FRIDAY 8TH MAY 

in the Clubhouse 

£3.00 per ticket (to pay for food) from your coach/manager 

EVERYONE WELCOME players/parents/friends  

so get your tickets now. 

This trophies are very kindly being sponsored by Mr  Dufficy 

FUN Nô SUNð Saturdayôs Mini Award Day had a touch of fun added 
with the help of Giggle Cityôs inflatables/quad biking and stalls.   Thanks to the 

generous donations by Gaiety Arcade Ltd, Sweetstall.com and Rapid Uk the so-

cial fund committee was able to hand over £530 to club funds.   Many thanks to 

all those who helped on the day in particular Mel, family and especially Rod. 

A pre season FUN DAY is to be held on the last day of Socious Sports Rugby  

FRIDAY 14TH AUGUST.   Every club member welcome to come along and enjoy 

a late afternoon/evening BBQ for all the family whether or not you are booked onto 

the Socious Rugby event.   Look out for your emails giving  

information about the event and final details in the last 

newsletter out the week 25th May.   Anyone wanting to 

help please email: geroharry@btopenworld.com.   
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