Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) and Vetting and Barring – Update 02-09-09

The Vetting and Barring Scheme through the Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) is slowly being phased in. Some work has started with the combination of a number of banned lists.

Previously a CRB check was good practice and required by the RFU. Registration with the ISA is a legal requirement and will apply to both employees and volunteers. A CRB check via the RFU will still be required to meet good practice.

There will be new requirements for sports but the ISA is still working on sport specific guidance! When this becomes available there will be RFU training for all clubs.

From October 09 when all the banned lists (List 99 POCA etc) have been combined volunteers have a duty to refer people exhibiting inappropriate behaviour to ISA for barring - the RFU will do this on behalf of clubs once referrals have been made - any concerns should be directed through me.

Anyone barred will be committing a criminal offence if they attempt to become involved in "regulated activity" and any club commits an offence if they knowingly use a barred individual but there is no requirement for the club to check at this time.

From July 2010 a new combined CRB/ISA application form will be introduced and ISA registration will start for new volunteers or employees. It will be possible to check ISA registration on-line. The RFU will "subscribe" to be informed of changes to an individual's ISA registration and will inform clubs who have registered an interest in that individual of any change.

From November 2010 - mandatory for new entrants and job movers to be ISA registered before they start in their new posts

January 2011 to 2014 - existing volunteer force is phased into the new scheme :

 Year 1

 2010

 New entrants and job movers

 Year 2

 2011

 Those who have never had a CRB check before

 Year 3

 2012

 Those whose CRB check runs out during this year

 Year 4

 2013

 Those whose CRB check runs out during the year

 Year 5

 2014

Those whose CRB check runs out during this year but are not already 



registered.

The Sport Specific Guidance is promised for September 09 ( a series of previous deadlines for this guidance have not been met)

The RFU is poised to distribute information and support clubs - please be patient and do not panic - you will be given all the information and guidance you need as soon as it is available.

In the meantime the best advice is to keep up-to-date with all your CRB disclosures and make sure everyone who needs a disclosure has applied for one. 

CRB forms and further advice are always available from me.
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