
 

 

 

MATCH REPORT Hornets U15 v Hitchin WIN 50:5 
 
The under 15s played a touring side from Hichin on 
the 5th April, they did not have a full squad so we lent 
them four of our players and played a 12 aside game.  
 
We suffered injuries on both sides, the most serious 
being to a Hichin player who after a good tackle broke 
his arm, we wish him a good recovery and a quick 
return to the game.   
 
Ryan Birch had to come off with a sprained ankle and 
Jack Humphrys had to leave the pitch with a blood 
injury. 
 
 The game ended in a 50 /5 win to Telford. The players 
that were lent to Hichin played very well as did the 
rest of both teams and a good time was had by all.  
 
The atmosphere in the clubhouse after the matches 
was fantastic as all the teams played games and the 
adults made friends.  

DUNCAN 
 
MATCH REPORT – TOUR TRIO TOURNAMENT Hornets 
U9 / North Bristol / Whitland 
 
The under 9's enjoyed a great tour and acquitted 
themselves well both on and off the pitch. 
 
The matches were played in good spirit and against 
both Whitlands and North Bristol, all the lads and 
lasses put in 100% effort. Special thanks to Edward 
Spendlove and Tom Wiggins for helping out due to the 
late withdrawal of one of the squad on the morning of 
the matches. 
 
Against Whitlands the team lost a close fought 
encounter 2 tries to 1. Adjusting to local Welsh rules 
for local people! Which included no scrums or line 
outs, but kicking from defence, as well as some more 
esoteric interpretations of rucking and mauling the 
team stuck to the task well but ultimately were unable 
to play the expansive English game they were used to! 
 

  
Charley and his little Oswestry friend get a little closer (you 
gotta feel sorry for the poor lad & Through sleet and snow 

the Telford Hornets soldier on.... 

 

Much relieved to revert to 'normal' rules against 
Bristol the game flowed far better and Telford 
found their feet again, running out comfortable 
winners.  
 
MATCH REPORT – TELFORD U9’s v OSWESTRY 
WIN 10(50):1(5) 
 
Rumour had it before the game that Oswestry 
under 9's were the finest rucking and mauling team 
in the whole of Shropshire and had only lost once 
all season - to Wrexham (or at least that's what it 
said on their website). Using a leaf out of the Alex 
Ferguson (sorry for swearing) school of 
management this might have been mentioned in 
the pre match team talk. Result - Telford played 
some of the best rugby of their season with the 
forwards applying endless pressure, creating space 
for the backs to operate to maximum effect. 
Final score Telford Hornets Blacks 10 tries, 
Oswestry 1  !! 
 

 
There’s 1 (Owen) 

 
There’s another (McInnes) 

 
And another....(Wright & Dorey) 

 
And another... (Wright) 

 
Surely not....(Dorey) 
 
With only 10 players in the home team squad our 
golds faced up to the same Oswestry side, and 
whilst this exposed a few early defensive holes, it 
was not long before Telford started to hit back with 
tries of their own. Again the team played some of 
their best rugby of the year and the players are 
really putting pressure on some of the more 
experienced lads. Well done Ben, Chris, Josh, 
Declan, Lara, James, Alex and Steven in his first 
match looks set for a bright rugby future. 

MARK DOREY 



 

 

 

WINNING FESTIVAL FINISH AS ENGLAND U16 A 
DEFEAT WALES by Hugh Godwin (Article from RFU 
Website) 
  
England Under 16 A 25 Wales Under 16 A 15 
 
The Millfield International Festival concluded today 
with a hard-fought victory for England Under 16 A 
against their counterparts from Wales. 
 
�t�]�o�o�� �Z�������µ�Œ�v�[�•�� �•�]������ �•���}�Œ������ �š�Z�Œ������ �•�����}�v��-half tries 
and rallied from a 12-3 half-time deficit to reverse 
�š�Z���� �Œ���•�µ�o�š�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� �u���]�v�� �h�í�ò�� �š�����u�•�[�� �u�����š�]�v�P�� �]�v�� �>yon 
11 days ago. 
Radburn, the England U16 A captain, was forced off 
at the interval, having put his body in the way of the 
Welsh straight from the kick-off �t to no avail, it 
turned out, as in that initial sequence Wales got 
their opening score �t but his durability and whole-
hearted attitude epitomised his team. 

Sam Farmer took over the captaincy and steered an 
increasingly confident England to victory. 
Wales led 7-0 with a converted try which was the 
result of a charge down when England got caught in 
two minds. 
England fly half Ryan Mills replied with a penalty 
but the Welsh were recycling and kicking well, and 
England were under pressure playing into the wind 
�}�v���D�]�o�o�(�]���o���[�•���:�µ���]�o�������‰�]�š���Z�X 
The flow of the game was also disrupted by a few 
knocks to both sides before Wales scored a chip-
and-chase try, which went unconverted. 
England began the second half by winning a line-
out and earning a penalty at a ruck which Mills put 
through the posts. 
Wales had their No 8 sent to the sin-bin for a 
technical offence and England took the lead when 
inside centre Will Dunkley cut back against the 
grain and found replacement flanker James 
Stephenson, who used his strength to crash over 
the line.  
Mills converted for 13-12. 
�t���o���•���Z�]�š���������l���Á�]�š�Z�������‰���v���o�š�Ç�����µ�š�����v�P�o���v���[�•���(�}�Œ�Á���Œ����
drives were effective and prop Will Bigley scored a 
try converted by Mills. 
With 10 minutes remaining, Mills picked up with 
about five metres to run, both sides appeared 
transfixed for a split-second and the fly half went 
over unopposed. 
�^�/�š�� �Á���•�� ���� �Œ�����o�o�Ç�� ��ompetitive game of rugby and a 
good way for the England 16 Group to finish the 
�]�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o�� �•�����•�}�v�U�_�� �•���]���� �����À�]���� �D���µ�P�Z���v�U�� �h�v�����Œ��
16 A team manager. 
 
 
 
 
 

�^�t���� �Z���À���� �Z������ �š�Z���� �o�������� ���}�����Z�U�� �'���Œ���š�Z�� �Z�����•�U�� ���v����
U16 manager, George Squires, down here during 
the week, and all the boys have enjoyed the 
Festival, which started in 2000 with English 
divisional teams and now includes international 
�•�]�����•���(�Œ�}�u�����µ�Œ�}�‰�������v�����E�}�Œ�š�Z�����u���Œ�]�����X�_ 
 
�����v�������[�•���h�v�����Œ���í�ó�•���(�]�v�]�•�Z�������š�Z�����&���•�š�]�À���o���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�Œ������
wins out of three, including a surprise victory over 
�&�Œ���v�����[�•���h�í�ò�•���Á�Z�}���Z�������‰�]���l�������µ�‰�������(���Á�����µ�u�‰�•�����v����
bruises in a thoroughly entertaining success over 
England in their first match (we softened them up 
plainly - ed). 
 
Development is the name of the game, though, 
after three tough matches for each team on the 
field and the building of new friendships off it. 
 
England Under 16 A: B Ransom (Tonbridge School & Kent); J Trueman (Solihull School 
& Warwickshire), G Elliott (Easingwold School & Yorkshire), W Dunkley (Bedford 
School & East Midlands), G Armitage (Wellington College & Berkshire); R Mills (West 
Exe Technology College & Devon), M Hogan (King Edward VII & Eastern Counties); G 
Burkinshaw (Ecclesfield School & Yorkshire), C Clare (Sedbergh School & Yorkshire), T 
Williams (Abraham Darby & North Midlands (& HORNETS!!!- ed), A Lockley (Ivybridge 
College & Devon), S Farmer (Bedford School & East Midlands), W Skuse (Penair 
School & Cornwall), W Radburn (Tudor Grange & North Midlands, capt), S Northcote-
Green (Dulwich College & Surrey). Replacements: W Bigley (Wellingborough School & 
East Midlands) for Williams, J Stephenson (Canford School & Dorset and Wiltshire) for 
Radburn, S Heygate(Guilsborough School & East Midlands) for Skuse, O Shaw 
(Bradford Grammar & Yorkshire) for Hogan, J Allan (North Halifax Grammar & 
Yorkshire) for Trueman. Not used: K Britton (Kingsbridge Community College & 
Devon), L Padian (Bishop Challoner Sports College & North Midlands), A Bone 
(Harrow School & Middlesex), T Barrett (Sedbergh School & Yorkshire), C Sadler (St 
B���v�����]���š�[�•�����}�o�o���P�����˜�������•�š���Œ�v�����}�µ�v�š�]���•�•�U���D���z�����Œ�������~�'�µ�v�v���Œ�•���µ�Œ�Ç�����}�Ç�•�������š�Z�}�o�]�����^���Z�}�}�o��
& Middlesex). 

 
Tries: Stephenson, Bigley, Mills; cons: Mills 2: pens: 
Mills 2. 
 
Millfield International Festival 2008  
Competing teams: England U16 A, Wales U16 A, 
France U16, Scotland U17, Canada U17, USA U17, 
Portugal U17, Romania U17. 
 
Results (all matches at Millfield School unless 
stated):  
Tuesday April 1: 
Wales v Scotland 21-17 
Canada v Romania 45-0 
USA v Portugal 34-3 
England U16 A v France U16 25-33 (at Tor RFC) 
Thursday April 3: 
Romania v Wales 8-55 
Scotland v Portugal 36-3 
France v Canada 15-33 
England U16 A v USA U17 52-10 
Saturday April 5: 
France v Scotland 11-20 
Sunday April 6: 
Portugal v Canada 12-25 
Romania v USA 10-51 
England U16 A v Wales U16 A 25-15 
 
 
 
 
 


