Swaffham Under 9’s match report – 21.10.07 (Holt ‘B’ Festival)
Swaffham Under 9’s put on a superb show of maturity in their matches, taking them storming through to the final, and clinching the winner’s trophy in style.

Swaffham v. West Norfolk
25 – 5

A slow start and a loss of the defence line allowed West Norfolk to score quickly, but Swaffham recovered with great runs by Oliver and Harry to level the score. Harry then followed with an almost full-length run to push Swaffham ahead. Strong tackling and defence work by Alex and across the team prevented West Norfolk from reaching the try line. The ball was then turned by Oliver and passed to Sebastian who charged down over half the pitch length to score another try for Swaffham before half time. Persistent tackling in the second half took Swaffham to a final score of 5 tries.
Swaffham v. Holt

10 – 10


Despite some good tackling and passing by the Swaffham team in general, Holt took an early lead and Swaffham were unable to score in the first half. A determined run by Holt early in the second half was stopped by an impressive joint tackle by Oliver and Sebastian. Oliver was badly winded, but managed to get back on the pitch, and almost immediately led a blinding run down the side line to score. Holt fought back immediately, and Oliver took another injury, but superb passing across the Swaffham team and sheer force to turn the ball over to their advantage saw Harry equalise for Swaffham.

Swaffham v. Norwich

15 – 0

This was a tough game as Swaffham were tiring, and a fantastic run by Robert unfortunately ended when he was pushed into touch. Swaffham bit back with the same tactic almost immediately, and managed to get very close to their try line. Some good driving by Norwich saw the ball well back in the Swaffham half, but a dropped ball was expertly picked up by Alex who was only finally stopped within feet of scoring. Good teamwork again by Swaffham got the ball back in their possession, and Oliver set up a great try, put down on the line by Harry. The second half saw more of the consistent teamwork turning the ball to Swaffham’s advantage, and pushing forward, and Swaffham clearly dominated the game. Two more tries (from Harry and Alex) saw Swaffham justifiably win.
Swaffham v. Beccles

10 – 0


The final was a gripping game – far more exciting than the World cup match the night before, and Swaffham again dominated the game. Some superb scrumming and dodging, and Harry took an opportunity to get the ball down and put Swaffham ahead. Beccles fought back bravely, but Swaffham were on a roll and working well as a team, and just before half time Harry ran most of the length of the pitch to put down a second try. In the second half Sam made a fantastic run and several good strong tackles, and despite strong driving by Beccles, Swaffham kept the ball in the opposition’s half for most of the time. A well-deserved result.

