Swaffham U13 away to Ely – 4 November 07

Swaffham lost to Ely on Sunday morning by 3 unconverted tries to nil. Well that’s what the scoreboard recorded but the massed spectators from both teams saw a thrilling game with Swaffham again controlling most of the play.

Last season Ely could not field a team at this age group so we were reasonably surprised to be greeted by a squad of 30+ players, a number of whom on initial sight were rather on the huge size.

However, Swaffham came out of the blocks hard and took the game to Ely with some direct running from Potter, Sayer and Adcock. With the forwards on a rumble the ball was popped via Hudson, at scrum-half, to O’Brien, Thompson and Manley all of whom recycled possession quickly. It was only as the ball was moved wide and the space created by the forwards attacked where Swaffham made little handling errors which turned attack into defence.

Ely’s scrum, whilst probably 5 or 6 stones in weight greater than Swaffham’s didn’t move the pack and this was a well contested area of the match. Hudson proved how much of a handful he can be to his opposite number in this area causing the Ely half backs numerous problems.

Swaffham were manful in defence with excellent tackles from both Jones’, both Taylors & Rout-Lester. In the centre Rose chose some very aggressive direct lines off either Taylor or Hudson to drive the ball up and present well for his pack.

The coaches had agreed to play the match in 3 sections and both Perks and Hudson left the field at the end of the first session with mild injuries.

Swaffham restructured with Milligan at scrum half, Manley moving to hooker, Jones from full back to centre and Gant taking his place at full back.

Again Swaffham were in the driving seat for most of the possession but Ely’s ability to rotate nearly all of their squad began to tell half way into this section. It must have felt like playing a fresh team every 10 minutes or so.

Despite excellent tackling and defence Ely began to see gaps appearing in the Swaffham line and coupled with the odd knock on Swaffham started to come under pressure. Ely’s second try of the match was almost a Mark Cueto world cup moment as their powerful winger just managed to ground the ball before 3 Swaffham defenders bundled him into touch.

The final section saw excellent runs from Sayer, Mythen and Adcock, together with some thumping tackles from Milligan, O’Brien and Gant.

Whilst the squad lost this match the manner in which they played was a credit to them. It is difficult to compete against a squad of that size, both physically and in number but they put everything into it. Equally whilst they rucked far better than their opposition they need to learn some of the tricks they came up against to ensure possession is retained in this area.

There are a number of players who deserve mention, Rose for playing after dislocating a finger during the week, Jones at fullback for some excellent kicks and big tackles, Hudson & Milligan both at scrum half who both gave the opposition players no time of the ball and forced errors and the entire pack for withstanding a massive challenge against a much larger opposition.

However the standout performance of the morning and man of the match goes to George Adcock who in his first season with the club was at every ruck, every maul, made excellent tackles and direct runs. It was an excellent display of loose forward play.

Huge appreciation goes to all the travelling Swaffham support who were a credit to the boys supporting them in a positive manner and applauding all the rugby on display.

Swaffham need to work a bit on basic handling skills and ensuring the first up tackles are made as this cost them the match. However in reality it was more the case that as the game wore on the benefit of a 30+ squad was probably the deciding factor.

Final score: Ely 15 – Swaffham 0 

Swaffham from; O’Brien (capt), Manley, Potter, Thompson, Adcock, Perks, Sayer, J Taylor, Wright, Mythen, Hudson, Milligan, A Taylor, E Jones, S Jones, Gant, Rose and Rout-Lester

Man of the Match: George Adcock for an excellent all round performance of forward play.       
