Swaffham U13 Match reports from the weekend of 19 & 20 April 2008.

Saturday 19 April

West Norfolk Sevens

With both Spike & Mike away Ady from the Under 14 squad kindly offered to coach the boys for their first attempt at playing sevens. This version of the game is played on a full size pitch with seven players per team for seven minutes each half and is a very fast event.

With a squad prohibited to only 10 players this was going to be a big challenge for the squad but one they met head on.

Having been drawn in the harder of the pools against West Norfolk, Norwich and Walsham the boys were up against it. This was eased slightly as Walsham were unable to field a squad on the day, which is strange given the size of that squad. Thankfully the organisers quickly arranged a Barbarians team from other West Norfolk and Norwich players.

The results were;

West Norfolk 30-5 Swaffham

Norwich 10 – 5 Swaffham

Barbarians 0 – 10 Swaffham

As the matches progressed the squad found their feet and started to play some good expansive rugby which utilised both the power and pace of the whole squad.

The boys received praise from other clubs and coaches on how they stuck at the task and raised their game where in the past they might have allowed the first defeat to undermine the rest of the day.

Saturday’s squad: James O’Brien (capt), Tom Sayer, Rowan Mythen, George Adcock, Joseph Milligan, Joe Hudson, Alex Taylor, Alex Clarke, Ed Jones and Kane Hooper

Sunday 20 April – Diss Festival

The following day the squad travelled to the first Diss Under 13 festival to play a number of other teams in a full day of rugby. This was an opportunity to complete with some teams who we don’t often see during the season. 

However on the morning for the first time this season due to illness, injury or family issues we arrived with a squad of 13 players having lost seven through call offs on the morning. Obviously the squad wishes all their mates speedy recoveries and other thoughts are with others.

Having assessed the situation favours were asked of other clubs and a stream of boys made themselves available during the morning to bolster the Swaffham boys.

The first match of the morning was against the early favourites and hosts Diss. This was a team who in our last meeting in the semi final of the Norfolk Cup proved to be very impressive indeed. 

Following the start of the match Swaffham won an early line-out which Shalom playing at scrum half quickly moved the ball into the centre’s and released Johnson for the first of his very direct runs. 

The two teams tested each other out in the rucks and mauls and found each other not willing to concede either ground or possession. Diss then went wide only to be met with a gang tackle from Jones and one of our guests from Colchester, Ed. Swaffham cleared their lines with a good kick from Milligan which was well chased by Potter to force another line-out. Diss attacked again this time met by Hooper who was in no mood to allow them to pass. Again they went wide and got to the line only to be held up by O’Brien. However the pressure told and Diss were awarded a try following some tunnelling from their pack.

For the restart Swaffham were lucky not to go two tries down as the very fast winger knocked on with the line at his mercy. Swaffham scrummaged very well and Diss were unable to deal with this element of the game. Again Milligan cleared the lines up to half way. Swaffham made a mess of the Diss line out and Sayer and Hooper combined well to take the ball almost to the Diss line as the whistle sounded for half time.

Swaffham took the restart kick and Diss having obviously discussed the best form of attacked moved the ball out to the wing and with a aggressive and rather high hand off rounded the line and scored their second try. Again Swaffham raised their game with huge tackles coming in from Jones, Johnson, Potter and Adcock. However Diss also stuck to their plan and used their winger and fullback to combine for a well taken try.

Swaffham pressed for a score and excellent mauling from O’Brien and Potter drove deep towards the Diss line. This was stopped illegally and Swaffham gained a penalty which was quickly taken and passed to Hooper who crashed up and with the pack in support were inches from the line as the final whistle was blown.

Diss 15 – Swaffham 0

Match two Swaffham V Beccles

In the last meeting of these sides Swaffham were unlucky not to record a victory having 3 tries disallowed and that luck followed them into this game. Swaffham were rampant in the contact area and Beccles resorted to handing on the ground within 2 minutes. However instead of a penalty Swaffham were awarded a scrum. Shalom moved the ball to Milligan who in turn shipped it to Hooper on the burst. As he was hauled down Johnson and Jones were in support to secure the ball again. Beccles again managed to obtain the ball and broke down the wing. Manley & Milligan combined to stop this attack, however with the ball moved quickly at the ruck Beccles crossed for their first try.

Swaffham then combined as a team with a number of good passes, recycled phases of play and support from forwards and backs to release Sayer to cross the line for a try. Sadly the referee was unsighted and deemed the effort held up. In the past this might have been argued or a point where heads started to drop but not today, a steely determination started from this point and the pack destroyed the Beccles scrum for Shalom to dart over and score an equalising try, which was also his debut try for the club.

The second half was one way traffic with Hooper, Johnson and Jones all making excellent runs and the pack taking the ball at will in both ruck and maul. Sayer was held up close to the line and Hooper was unlucky to be called back for a forward pass. Adcock and Mythen worked a good maul in field for Milligan to dart blind and be bundled into touch on the 22. Manley hit his jumper in the line-out only for the referee to again award a puzzling penalty against Swaffham. At this point Beccles kicked the ball out for the end of the match.

Swaffham 5 – 5 Beccles

The next match was against a team from Saffron Walden who we’d never played previously. At this point our guests were Jack, Ryan and Will who were all from the Bury St Edmunds squad.

Having won the toss O’Brien elected to chose ends and receive the kick off which Milligan caught and feed to Hooper on the charge. At the break of play Thompson had to leave the field due to injury having had an excellent performance up to this point in both the scrum and loose play. Hooper, Sayer and Will seemed to have started their own competition for the biggest tackle of the morning with the bar being raised at each contact point. Whilst Swaffham had the major part of both possession and territory Saffron Walden, urged on by their coach, held their line. O’Brien ripped the ball and released Sayer who at 2 metres out was penaltised for holding on in the tackle. Again O’Brien secured the ball and with Milligan releasing Potter on a cut back pass Swaffham piled in against the post only to be held up again.

At half time the score was 0-0.

Swaffham started the second half with a view that this was win or bust. Will combined brilliantly with the Swaffham pack to rip, steal and secure ball at every opportunity and the pack looked to get the ball back to Shalom who fired it out to Milligan and onwards to the backs. Hooper, Johnson and Jones equally looked for support on their runs and the team started to offload out of contact which started to expose the Saffron Walden defence. 

After an excellent passage of play Johnson worked his way to the wing and having smashed the last line of defence grounded the ball for a try. Sadly the line marking being rather unclear meant he had grounded this on the 5 metre line. After the referee had explained the situation Swaffham were awarded the scrum. This was a first for the day and I think the season as Saffron Walden won it against the head. However the pack weren’t going to take that well and piled over to attack the somewhat bewildered backs. O’Brien located the ball and ripped it from the player before scoring for Swaffham.

This was an awesome team performance resulting in a win for Swaffham 5 – 0 Saffron Walden.

The last match was against Ipswich who we had last meet at Under 12.

Will, our guest from Bury asked if he could stay and play and was joined by another two of his team-mates, Kit and Harry.

This meant a quick shuffle of positions with Myten and Sayer moving to the wings, Jones to full back, Adcock and Wright to second row with our guests from Bury providing the back row. Thompson remained off the pitch initially to rest his injury.

Ipswich hoisted the kick to Wright who caught it and off loaded to Sayer who taking up his mantle of winger tore round the Ipswich winner and covering fullback to score under the posts in less than 15 seconds!

Ipswich kicked again and the Swaffham boys secured the ball well with Wright making good ground with Manley in support. Swaffham went close again only to be held up for the third time on the day. With Ipswich clearing their line Swaffham defended well and aggressively forcing the boys in black back. 

Milligan kicked the ball up-field but an excellent chase from Hooper met the catcher got the ball and a split second later was hit with a tackle that brought tears to the eyes of some of the spectators. Swaffham piled in to secure the ball and with Manley and Potter combined were metres short of the line at half time.

In the second half Kit made way for Thompson to return to the match. Will decided he’d copy his new team mates and drove the ball hard into the Ipswich line and provided a target for his pack. Wright peeled off and darted but Ipswich managed to defend this attack. 

At the next passage of play the pitch again caused problems with Potter grounding the ball short of the try line. This time Swaffham were in support and created a maul which crabbing along the try line before Potter having rejoined it crashed over for the second try of the match.

Swaffham were now playing for each other and enjoying their rugby, and this was evident as the ball moved between every player on the pitch as they pressed for one more try. Mythen and Sayer provided Hooper with a gap and he took it at pace. The offload going to Adcock and on to Johnson before a pop pass to Potter saw a final try in the corner.

Final score Swaffham 15 – 0 Ipswich

Following a delay whilst the pool scores were sorted out Swaffham found themselves in a quarter final match against a huge Newmarket squad. Our guests having helped get us to this point stayed with us for the game. 

Again the squad took the game to their opponents with the pack combining well. Newmarket strayed offside at a number of rucks which allowed Swaffham some penalties which were run hard into the opposition’s territory. However from a rare mistake Newmarket turned the ball over and broke down the wing for a try.

Having to chase the game now Swaffham unpacked the kitchen sink and threw that and everything else into tackles, rucks and mauls. Every single player stepped up to and over the mark as they worked to support their mates and play for the team. Milligan and Kit slammed the winger into touch and passed the spectators on the far side of the pitch to bring the first half of the game to a close.

The second half saw Thompson returned to the team again as he worked through his earlier knock. Sayer and O’Brien secured the ball at the start and Shalom again released his backs well and the overlap looked on. Sadly as the ball was passed out one of the Newmarket players got a foot to it and kick on, with a favourable bounce it sat up into the arms of the player who scored under the posts. 

Again Swaffham would not take this laying down and pressed hard for a score for their own. Again the ball moved between forwards and backs with Johnson and Jones making good ground. Milligan drove the ball deep into the opposition half and the pack destroyed the subsequent lineout only for the final whistle to go.

Swaffham 0 – Newmarket 10

This was the last weekend of the fixtures for the Under 13 squad and both days have seen the squad playing for each other and working as a unit. Sunday showed the heart, spirit and commitment of these young men as they played like a team. They were supported by a number of others from other teams on the day (George – Wymondham, Fred – Colchester, Olly & Joe– Colchester, Jack, Ryan, Kit, Harry & Will – Bury St Edmunds). Special mention to the Bury boys and Will especially who played their hearts out for the Swaffham boys. This is what makes rugby special. That and the team performance from the Swaffham boys which on a morning where they arrived in the fog with a player or two short they stood up and played like a rugby team.   
Swaffham: O’Brien (capt), Manley, Potter, Mythen, Thompson, Adcock, Sayer, Wright, Shalom, Milligan, Hooper, Johnson, Jones.                           

