Swaffham U13 V Norwich
Following two weeks on the road Swaffham welcomed Norwich to North Pickering Road on Sunday, in near Baltic conditions.

With a squad growing in numbers on a weekly basis Swaffham fielded a total of 21 players during the game.

A Taylor kicked off into a strong wind and with some early exchanges in the rucks signalling the intensity the game was going to be played at, Swaffham broke well and showed some good handling skills. Swift passing from Hudson, Rose and Clark allowed S Jones space to drive into the Norwich line before being well tackled. Swaffham continued to apply pressure and the pack created good driving mauls. Sayer, Potter & Thompson all combined well to keep moving forward.

Norwich were penalised for an offside and Taylor gave the ball to Milligan who drilled it into touch beyond half way for a Swaffham line out. Following a few phases of play the ball moved out to Rout-Lester on the wing who stripped the Norwich winger and looked like he was in at the corner. Only an excellent scrambled defence from Norwich managed to bundle him into touch just short of the line.

As this half progressed Swaffham competed for the ball well in the tight with Adcock, Sayer & Wright all involved. From a well controlled ruck Hudson popped the ball out to Taylor who fed Milligan, who having delayed his pass released S Jones from Centre. He stepped his first defender and lit the afterburners and blasted around the remaining defence to cross in the corner. He then displayed excellent presence of mind to run behind the posts to provide the simplest of kicks for Taylor who added the extras. Swaffham led 7 – 0.

From the restart Sayer took the ball and drove with Manley and Perks into the Norwich defence. With the game now heavily contested at the breakdown, tackles rained in from both sides. Particular mention goes to Clark and both Taylor brothers who produced some huge hits.

Half time Swaffham 7 – Norwich 0

Norwich must have had a stern half time talk as they moved up a gear in this half. Swaffham having changed a number of players and some positions seemed to be copying with the pressure. O’Brien stole the ball on numerous occasions in the mauls and from one such action got the ball out to Milligan who cleared up field. S Jones chased well and caught the Norwich player with a well timed tackle to take the game back to Norwich.

Norwich continued to pressure and caught A Taylor at the back of a scrum and poured over to turn the ball over. Using there direct strike force they hammered the Swaffham line but gang tackles from Milligan and Sayer and Adcock and Wright held firm. The whole pack and more were called into action to hold Norwich up over the line twice. The pressure finally told as the Norwich centre cut an excellent line from another 5 metre scrum to score under the posts. (Converted). Swaffham 7 – Norwich 7

Swaffham again attacked well and Rout-Lester had another excellent run down the wing. This time having been tackled he failed to release the ball quickly enough and was penalised. This was taken quickly by Norwich with a smart cross field kick which caught Swaffham unaware and showing excellent pace late in the game Norwich ran in the winning try which was converted.

The match finished Swaffham 7 – Norwich 14

Swaffham would like to thank  the referee for an excellent flowing game and the masses of supporters for the positive encouragement they gave to both sets of players. This was rugby as it should be played, a hard uncompromising match played with excellent spirits between two teams who have over the years formed some friendships.

A number of mentions for Swaffham players;

Rout-Lester for a couple of powerful solo runs

Sayer for at times being a one man rucking machine

A Taylor for the highest tackle count of the morning

Shalom & Dack for their debut appearances, welcome to the team boys

Rose for again providing some direct and aggressive running.

All the players produced excellent individual efforts this morning and played the game in a positive manner which was a joy to watch.

The man of the match was awarded to Sam Jones for a well taken try, good positional play and some fine kicking from hand.

Swaffham from;

Potter, Manley, O’Brien (capt), Thompson, Perks, Adcock, Wright, Mythen, Milligan, Sayer, Hudson, A Taylor, Rose, Gant, S Jones, Clark, Shalom, Dack, E Jones, Rout-Lester and J Taylor    

