Sunday 27th January 2008 

Swaffham U11 match reports

Swaffham –V- Diss
With a fierce wind and two players out for the season – prop Aubrey with a broken ankle, and newcomer Scott with a broken collar bone, Swaffham were certainly starting with a disadvantage.  Jared moved to prop and Edward moved from centre into the position of Hooker and the game began.

Playing into the wind Swaffham played strongly and with most of the possession two tries were scored , in quick succession, by Sonny and Jack.  Some excellent tackles by Nathan and Sam prevented a try by Diss who were held up on the line.  A try just before half time by Diss resulted in the half time score being 10 – 5 in Swaffham’s favour.

An early scrum in the second half saw scrum half Rory break away and run for the try line.  Supported by Edward, Rory passed the ball before hitting the ground, allowing Edward to successfully place Swaffham’s 3rd try of the match.

Some good tackling from Swaffham’s pack, Sam, Edward and Alex saw the Swaffham players have most of the advantage.  A line out throw by Jared saw the ball land with Joe who then scored the 4th  try for Swaffham.
The match ended with Diss being able to place their second try from winning their scrum.

Final score Swaffham 20, Diss 10.

No conversions were taken.

Swaffham –V- Holt
Having received injuries during the first match, Edward, Noah and Sebastian all declined to play in the second match.  Chris Babey offered to play and gladly took up the position of prop, allowing Jared to move back into his more comfortable position of hooker.
Holt had a very dominate player who pushed forward immediately towards the try line.  He was successfully held up by Swaffham who then won the scrum and passed the ball to Alex.  Alex kicked the ball allowing Jack to show strength by pushing forward.  A line out thrown and won by Holt allowed their dominate player to again head towards the try line.  Again he was unsuccessful, this time being penalised for a double manoeuvre.

The penalty awarded to Swaffham allowed Alex to kick the ball deep into the oppositions half.  They returned the kick which was caught by Sam who then pushed forward.  Nathan was passed the ball and made good progress but was then tackled hard and lost possession.  Holt stole the ball and drove towards the try line.  A phenomenal tackle by Chris Babey halted the flow and allowed Swaffham to gather themselves.  However, Holt continued and were successful in scoring their first try of the match.  

Some fantastic passing within the Swaffham team followed with Sam, Alex, Sonny, Trickey, Joe and Nathan all showing their skills.  Rucking by Jared helped keep the ball with Swaffham and some further passing between Joe and Rory saw Swaffham pushing for the try line.  Unfortunately the ball was won by Holt and despite some good tackles by Sam and Christopher Lloyd, Holt secured their second try.

Just before half time Swaffham were awarded a penalty for handing off, but couldn’t make anything off it before the whistle.

The second half proved Holt were the stronger team with 4 tries, all by the same person, as in the first half.  Despite fierce tackles by Callum, Sam and Christopher Lloyd, Swaffham were unable to hold Holt’s player back.

Again, no conversions were taken.

A lesson learnt – go for the legs!!!

Final score Swaffham 0 , Holt 30

Team from:  Jack Dodsworth, Jared Milligan, Edward O’Brien,  Chris Babey, Joe Furniss, Sonny Brown, Sam Sayer , Alex Czarnowski, Alex (Trickey) Bishop, Nathan Sturman, Christopher Lloyd, Callum, Noah , Rory Saunders and Sebastian Bissell. 

