Swaffham U11 at Norfolk Mini Rugby Development Festival  at Diss 
With 11 of their regular players available, Swaffham were lucky that new player Toby Johnson came to Diss for the experience,  because he found himself playing Prop for all 5 matches.   

Game 1 vs. Holt/Fakenham

In the first game of the morning, the boys found themselves playing against a combined team from Fakenham and Holt.   Swaffham started the game with a kick to the opposition’s line.   Holt were awarded a scrum and Edward O’Brien playing as scrum half stole the ball and passed it quickly to Sam Sayer for Sam to score the first try of the day.    Both Callum Arnold and Toby Johnson found themselves tackling well before Sam made another break with the ball to score the second try.    Swaffham were defending well and managed to hold the line despite a penalty being awarded to Holt just before half time.   Holt started the second half by kicking the ball straight to Sonny Brown who ran forwards before passing the ball to Joe Furniss who then passed the ball to Alex Czarnowski who crossed the line with the third try.    The kick from Holt then went straight to Toby and the ball was moved between Edward,  Sam and Joe before Holt were awarded a penalty.   There were some very good moves with the ball being passed down the line from Nathan Sturman to Callum Armold and Noah Elliot.   Sonny Brown caught the ball from the Fakenham/Holt line out to run through and score the fourth try just as the whistle blew for full time.  
Final score Swaffham 20:  Fakenham/Holt  0.
Game 2  vs.  Diss 
Having had such a successful first game,  Swaffham found themselves working really hard to keep Diss away from their line.  Alex scored in the first half after Edward had made a run with the ball. Jared Milligan stole the ball on a number of occasions to move forwards with support from Jack Dodsworth and Christopher Lloyd.   The second half saw Swaffham defending the line after Diss had been awarded a penalty just short of the line.   The ball was kept out and  a second penalty kick from Diss was intercepted by Sam who cleared the ball with a strong kick to touch.   
Final score Swaffham 5: Diss 0.
Game 3 vs. Norwich 

By the third game of the day, the boys were really working together, they were defending in a line and the ball was being passed successfully down the line.  Everyone was working together and Alex was unlucky not to score in the first half.   Jared found himself moving the ball into mauls and rucks and Noah and Nathan continued to successfully pass the ball down the line with support from Callum and Christopher.  At the start of the second half Norwich were quick to score the first try and Swaffham worked hard to keep the ball away from their line,  in the last few minutes of the game,  Edward kicked the ball forwards and the players moved onto the Norwich line,   Jack Dodsworth found himself just short of the line with the ball and was unlucky to be pushed out just as the full time whistle went.   
Final Score Swaffham 0: Norwich 5. 
Game 4 vs.  Wymondham  

The boys all worked together and moved the ball out to Callum Arnold who made a break down the line.   Wymondham were awarded a scrum when the ball was passed forwards  and Edward managed to steal the ball  and pass it back to Joe Furniss who ran forwards to score for Swaffham.   Swaffham continued with the pressure to keep the ball down on the Wymondham line and Sam Sayer managed to break through to score the second try.  
Final Score Swaffham 10: Wymondham 0.

Game 5 vs. Beccles/Lowestoft

Having started the game on one pitch,  it was finished on the neighbouring pitch after one of the Beccles players had fallen badly and needed attention from the first aiders.   The  boys knew that the outcome of the tournament was dependent on the final score from the match and  worked tirelessly to keep Beccles away from their line.   With both teams failing to score a try in the first half the second half saw greater determination,  with Beccles taking advantage of their additional players when some of them were injured or winded.    Alex thought he had scored a try after Edward had made a break with the ball having been passed it by Joe,  unfortunately, the Beccles player who had failed to intercept the ball from Joe claimed that he had been the victim of a high tackle and Beccles were awarded a scrum instead.    Alex managed to get the ball from a Beccles maul to run through and score the only try of the game.    
Final Score Swaffham 5: Beccles 0. 
The team were very pleased to have come out second to Norwich when the trophies were awarded.  

Impsons butchers man of the day: Toby Johnson   

Players:  Christopher Lloyd, Jared Milligan, Joe Furniss, Edward O’Brien, Sonny Brown,  Sam Sayer,  Alex Czarnowski, Nathan Sturman, Callum Arnold, Noah Elliott, and Toby Johnson.
