Swaffham U10 – Norfolk B Festival

Swaffham U-10's traveled cross-country to Holt for the Norfolk 'B' Festival, designed to give those players that might not feature in their teams main squads a chance to show their skills.

The team realised early on that the defence of their title from last year would not be easy, when they encountered a very strong West Norfolk team.

Good support in open play allowed Wests a 20 point lead at half-time despite excellent tackling by the entire Swaffham team.

The whole squad rallied in the second half with the tackle rate rising further and good pick-up-and-goes across the board eventually saw Adin Sealey cross the line to open Swaffham’s account. Wests replied with a further brace to end the game 30-5.

Swaffham were turned around quickly into their next game against Holt aware that only a win would keep them in the competition. Lentell joined Dickinson and Lloyd in the pack and with a new half back pairing of Sealey and Davis, ably supported by Herrmann, Rupp, Lewins and Grix in the backs, Swaffham discovered a more direct attacking approach without sacrificing the excellent tackling in defence, ( the forwards, notably Dickinson, getting into double figures on this score), that allowed Swaffham to repeatedly run at Holt. George Rupp opened the scoring, charging in at the corner after some superb handling in the backs. Holt managed a breakaway try a little later but that man Sealey made sure Swaffham maintained their lead running in from the base of a scrum to lead 10-5.

With their tails up, Swaffham continued to push forward in the second half with Davis and Herrmann breaking through Holts defensive line at will and good support play by Sheehy helped Swaffham to extend their lead further, with tries from Declan Davis and another by Adin Sealey. Holt got a consolation late on but the game was to be Swaffhams' 20-10.

A joint Beccles/ North Walsham team were next in Swaffhams' sights but this was a do or die encounter with the winners guaranteed a final berth.

Neither team disappointed those lucky enough to watch a thoroughly entertaining match with both teams fully commited shown by the number of runs, with support, made by both teams only matched by the dogged tackling rate ( at least 3 of note by each player in the first half from Swaffham alone ).

Eventually Alex Herrmann found space on a long diagonal run to score a rare solo try. ''Becclsham'' drove over the line to even things at H- T.

The second half continued in much the same vein, with first one side, then the other, having to defend wave after wave of attacks on their lines. Another Sealey try was matched by one for Becclsham. F-T 10-10.

A nervous few minutes ensued whilst both teams waited to learn their fate. Swaffham going through to the final, on account of 1 win and a draw vs 2 draws, where they would once again meet West Norfolk.

The Final, once again, went West's way but Swaffham's team must be commended for their efforts as they refused to give in, and the commitment to the cause meant that the injury list was growing almost as fast as the scoreline !

This young team is now beginning to gel as the boys grow in confidence and in the way that they work for each other. In the not too distant future they will become a very formidable opponent for any team

- Well done lads !! 

