Swaffham RUFC played host to the regional heats for the Under 10 Prima Tiger Cup on Sunday.

This is a national competition held by Leicester Tigers and our regional heat attracted squads from 9 local clubs.

With the entries split into two leagues with the winner of each facing off against each other to progress to the quarter finals the quality and intensity of the rugby on show underlined the team’s desire to get through to the next stage. All the quarter finals and subsequent matches are played on Leicester Tigers pitch at Welford Road before a Guinness Premiership match, and a crowd in excess of 16 thousand. Whilst there were less people in attendance at North Pickenham road its fair to say the passion and support from the spectators was as vocal as Tigers enjoy.
The winners of the first pool were Norwich RUFC having just pipped West Norfolk to the honour as both teams had the same number of wins, had scored the same number of tries but Norwich had the better defensive record. The other pool was not so close with Southwold having beaten all comers in this stage. The final was set for Norwich v Southwold.

The final match was well contested and very physical and from a neutral’s point of view a very good game of rugby. There were plenty of skills on display from both squads with direct running, excellent support and good handling skills.

The game seemed to go towards Southwold as they played a very direct game, competing for every ball and working equally hard in defence as in attack. The first half closed with Southwold 2 tries to nil up. The second half saw Norwich pushing hard for tries and applying vast amounts of pressure in attack but Southwold stood firm and drove Norwich back, twice turning the ball over close to their own line to relive the pressure. 

With Southwold only having 9 players and no substitutes the second half had a bit of injury time as one of their players needed to be patched up having had a bleeding nose. The team stepped up again and through excellent close work and good communication worked two further tries to finish the game 4 tries to nil.

Norwich should be congratulated for a fine performance in the final and never letting their heads drop as well as their hugely sporting appreciation of their victors win, which considering the prize was all the more commendable. 

Southwold also must be praised as they came with no substitutes so every player played every minute of every game, all of which they won and they played with an excellent positive spirit.

We wish them all the best for their quarter final which will be played before Tigers play Sale in December.

The teams involved were Fakenham, Holt, Swaffham, West Norfolk, Bury St Edmunds, Southwold, Norwich, Wymondham and North Walsham.
Thanks to all the visiting parents and teams for the way they supported their players, to Rod for organising everything at the club, Michelle, Tony & George for doing the catering and the St. John Ambulance volunteers for looking after the players where necessary.

Also thanks to Joe Hill from Leicester Tigers who oversaw the competition and ensured everything ran as it should.   
The final thanks go to Sim from Holt who refereed the final excellently.       

