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EASTERN COUNTIES RUGBY UNION   NOTEBOOK
No.45- December 2010
ECRU wishes all of its Members a restful and merry Christmas.
BRIAN BORGES
With great sadness we announce the sudden and unexpected death of Brian, on Sunday, Nov. 21st.
Brian was a former Captain of Colchester RFC, its President in 1984-6, and President of Eastern Counties in 1991-93. A member of the Parachute Regiment, he returned to Colchester in 1951-2, and scored two tries for EC as a wing. Brian chaired the U-21s in the late eighties, when EC won the RFU U-21 National Competition for two years running.

A true Gentleman, an enthusiastic supporter of CRFC, and a founder of CRFC Colts, Brian was a tremendous example of all that is good about our Game.

Our profound sympathies go to Mary, his Widow, and all the members of his family, of which he was so proud.

Senior Rugby
Team EC
Dates for your Diary – 

May 7th. v Nth. Midlands (at Nth. Walsham RFC)

May 14th. v Northumberland (at Shelford RFC),

May 21st. v Durham (at Hartlepool)
RFU National Comps.
Following the recent round of Competitions, the following EC Clubs have emerged victorious:-

Intermediate Cup: (match featuring Saffron Walden was postponed)

Senior Vase –Newmarket,

(match between Wisbech and L&Y was postponed)

Junior Vase – Woodbridge,

(matches featuring Cantabs v Ipswich YM, Ely, and West Norfolk were postponed)
EC Coaching
      To learn of forthcoming Coach Development opportunities, please contact 
Alan Young at:

Alan_young@btinternet.com (Norfolk), John Winders john.winders@btinternet.com (Suffolk) or Bob Mann bobalina2001@hotmail.com (Cambs), or go to www.rfu.com/TakingPart/Coach/FindA Course/London North.aspx
Youth Rugby
 Five Players from West Norfolk RC represented Norfolk County against Suffolk recently – Mitchell Anderson, Elliott Otis, James Peach, Harvey Howe and Charlie Golding were all part of the Squad –well done, guys.
Kit for Kids
St. Josephs College has offered to be a collection point for redundant playing kit (in reasonable nick, please). This kit will be shipped to Papua New Guinea to help launch Rugby in Schools and Clubs; contact is: Bev Hudson, on

bevhudson@btopenworld.com
Christmas Spirit
For those that are thinking of sending friends (if you have any) a Christmas Card, why not do a bit of good for the RFU Injured Players Foundation, and purchase your cards on-line from:

www.rfuipf.org.uk
You can even customise your Cards, but be quick!

  Girls Rugby
The next Girls Taster day is scheduled for Sunday, December 12th.at Thetford RFC, to start at 13.00; all levels of skill are welcome, so give it a try, Girls.More information will be posted on the Website.
Clubs’ Court & Social
Congratulations to Harwich & Dovercourt RFC Players who took part in ‘mo-month’ and who have raised over £3000 for Prostate Cancer Appeal Fund. I hope that Barry Male has now shaved his off –he’s frightening enough without it!

Discipline
A reminder, and a note from the RFU on ‘Pitchside Touchline Protocol is attached for your information. Please read and observe it. Thanks.
Volunteering
ECRU is holding a ‘Club Volunteer Co-ordinators’ Workshop at our Stowmarket Office, on Wednesday, 8th. December, (see Poster attached). This will start at 19.00. Guest Speakers will address the issues that affect you all, and Refreshments will be available – further information can be obtained from your County Volunteer Co-ordinators, whose details can be found on page 14 of the ECRU Handbook.

*     *     *

BBC ‘Unsung Hero’

Rory Finlayson has been shortlisted for the BBC’s Unsung Hero award, and an interview should have been recorded on Tuesday evening,. Rory, a Shelford Member for many years, and extremely active within the Club, including spells as Director of Youth Rugby, and Fixture Secretary, deserves recognition. Hopefully his interview will be broadcast on either 7th. 8th. or 9th. December on Look East.

Child Safeguarding
 Many welcome newcomers as CSOs need to be supported with training. Are your details on RugbyFirst? If not, please ask your Club webmaster to register you. We can then provide regular e-briefings and advance notice of Courses.
Thanks.

if your Club, either alone or with your neighbours, wants to hold a SPYP Course, please contact Martin Peacock. 

This is essential as preparation for Seal of Approval.
Age-Grade Reminder
17 year-olds are NOT allowed to play in Front Row positions in Senior Teams – backs only; they MUST be mentored and the Club is required to complete an RFU ‘Playing Adult Rugby’ Form.

 Section 15 of the RFU Regulations covers this issue- breaking these regs.could have dire consequences for your Club. Please see attached information from the RFU.
Serious Injury-Reminder
ECRU Clubs had the misfortune to suffer two cases of serious injury last season; Clubs have a responsibility to report this, to the RFU, and to Roger Pierson, Hon. Secretary, or to Safeguarding Team Manager, Martin Peacock, so that appropriate support can be provided to Player and Club.

Reminder - the RFU have withdrawn the ability of U8s to practise contact rugby in the final two months of the season – this is now for U9s.

CRB information
Although the Government has postponed the ‘Vetting & Barring’ scheme, all Clubs are reminded that those in frequent contact with minors MUST be CRB checked. Will all Clubs please notify Lisa of changes in Coaching and support staff, plus also any new Club Safeguarding Officers, so that Martin can arrange appropriate training.

Clubs need to remain properly briefed about developments, as this affects their Child Safeguarding practise, and thus their ‘Seal of Approval’ process. 
            RFU Helpline  

Incorporation 
All Club Hon. Secretaries recorded in RugbyFirst have been sent a four page leaflet and CD-ROM explaining the need, and process, to incorporate.  If your club has not received its hard copy, please contact karenavleck@rfu.com
RFU Legal Helpline
From 1 July 2009 the RFU Legal Helpline number will be 0844 5618177.  To access the service rugby administrators will simply call up and quote the scheme number 81066. 
Croner Consulting Ltd has been appointed as providers of the service.  They are a leading specialist company, which supports 400,000 businesses in the UK.  Their qualified advisors will provide immediate, independent advice on all aspects of rugby operations including: Tax, VAT, PAYE, Payroll, Employment & Personnel, Health & Safety and Commercial Legal.  Clubs will also be informed of the change via the Community Rugby e-zine, Touchline and RFU website. 
If you need advice, please contact Lisa
01449 – 614674
*     *     *
ECRU Ltd.
 Meetings etc.

Wed. 1st.                     CBRDP
Wed. 8th. Volunteer Workshop
Tues.14th. Management Committee
Visits/activities
Andrew Sarek
Fr1 3rd Treasurers Conference (TW)
Sat 4th Harwich & Dovercourt RFC

Wed 8th RugbyFirst Board (TW)

Wed 8th Volunteers Workshop

Sat 11th Colchester RFC

Wed 15th PFR Group (TW)

Wed 15th RFU SGM (TW)

Sat 18th Bury St Edmunds RFC

Sun 26th Clacton RFC
Roger Pierson
Wed.1st. Norfolk Meeting
Wed.8th. Volunteers Workshop

Thur.9th. Suffolk Girls Meeting

Mon 13th. EC Referees Meeting

Wed 15th. PFR Group (TW)

Martin Peacock

Sat.4th. Harwich RFC
Sun. 5th. Diss RFC

Tues.7 th. Suffolk Liaison Group

Thurs.9th. Suffolk Girls Meeting

Tues.14th. Safeguarding Meeting

Sat. 18th. Bury St. Edmunds 

Other RFU-related matters of interest to Clubs:

Information regarding Planning Applications on:

http://www.community-rugby.com/communityrugby/index.cfm/Fuseaction/Home.Downloads/StoryTypeld/104/Sectionld/1165/Storyld/13293.cfm
or a Hard Copy from: franthornber@rfu.com
or phone 0208 – 831 – 7985

(EC should also be advised – details to Lisa, please)

*     *     *
ECRU AGM and Dinner – advance notice:
Next year’s event will take place at Sudbury RFC, on Friday 10th. June –the AGM will start at 18.15, and the Dinner at 19.30 – cost for Dinner is £30/head.

To publicise your Club activity in this notebook, please contact:

Roger Pierson: rogerpierson@btinternet.com



In response to the current financial climate the RFU have launched a Helpline for Clubs that have concerns about financial matters.


Malcolm Duncan is your Advisor


The telephone number is:


01782 – 610315, Monday to Friday (office hours)








