
As we approach the 
end of another year 

the club has organised 

a New Years Eve party 
to celebrate the end of 

2010 and see in 2011. 
Posters have been sent 

to all members (where 
we have an email ad-

dress) and they are 

displayed in the club-
house. 

Tickets can be ob-
tained from Des—

details on the poster. 

This is a brilliant op-
portunity to get the 

social side of the club 
going with all the age 

groups and sections 
coming together for a 

great night. 

Please try to come 
and bring a friend!.    

If you were at the club on 

Sunday 14th November 

you well know that we 

played host to Leicester 

Tigers Prima Cup. This is a 

national competition for 

the Under 10 age group. 

This is the fifth year we 

have hosted this event 

and this year was the big-

gest so far with just over 

300 players from 16 

teams (including us) tak-

ing part. 

On the day Wymondham 

(who beat our team) and 

Ipswich took the honours 

and will play in the next 

round at Welford Road. 

The standard of rugby on 

display in all the games 

was excellent as was the 

spirit these young players 

played the game in. 

Numerous teams praised 

the organization of the 

event and the welcome 

they received from our 

club and its members. 

Huge well done to Richard 

and the team for organiz-

ing this and Chloe and all 

for feeding them! 

New Years Eve  

Under 10’s in National Cup 
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for the coming months 
must be seen as being a 

sensible solution.  

 
If teams could consider 

this and if helps is needed 
to arrange such a thing 

that you talk to one of the 
committee members. 

As the weather does at 

times catch us out please 
ensure that you check 

texts, emails and websites 
to ensure you are aware 

of any changes to fixtures, 

locations or training ar-
rangements. 

 
PLEASE DO NOT RELY ON 

PHONE CALLS AS YOUR 
TEAM MANAGERS / 

COACHES / CAPTAINS 

WILL NEED TO GET MES-
SAGES OUT IN THE MOST 

TIMELY MANNER WHICH 
IS TEXT, EMAIL OR VIA 

WEBSITE.  

 
 

During the summer our 
pitches were inspected by 

the grounds-man from 

Twickenham and we re-
ceived a maintenance plan  

to help maximise their 
usage for this season. 

This required use of spe-
cialist equipment together 

with a massive amount of 

specific sand. 
 

Plans were put in place to 
acquire these items and 

these has been done.  

However, as normal the 
weather has had an im-

pact on this as the pitches 
are considered too damp 

to run the machinery 
across them at the min-

ute. 

 
This has meant that we 

are considering starting 
this programme towards 

the end of the season. 

Therefore we need to en-
sure that we are sensible 

when we are using the 
pitches as the weather 

gets progressively more 

winter like. 
 

We have seen mini and 
youth training all being 

brought back to the club 

which has helped greatly 
in building the club atmos-

phere on a Sunday morn-
ing and certainly helped 

on a more financial basis 
with benefits seen in both 

the bar and the kitchen. 

The pitch so far has stood 
up to this. The decision on 

last Sunday to move the 
mini matches in the morn-

ing was one as much 

about preserving the 
pitches for the Prima Cup 

as it was about the logis-
tics of 120 players leaving 

as 300 turned up….. 
 

The mini and youth teams 

with agreement from 
Swaffham Hamonds High 

School have the alterna-
tive to train and if neces-

sary play matches at the 

school. 
 

We have also in the past 
looked at alternatives to 

mid week training at the 

club and the club would 
suggest that having such 

a “Plan B” as a back up 

Over the last couple of 

years we have changed 

our focus a little on the 

work the club does with 

the local schools. In the 

past we helped out at nu-

merous schools running 

the odd session here and 

there. 

In the last year or so we 

have focused activity with 

Swaffham Hamonds High 

School and worked with 

them to develop rugby in 

school. 

Des Lloyd has been heav-

ily involved in this and is 

our School Liaison Officer. 

He has assisted the school 

in fielding teams in most 

year groups and as a di-

rect result a number of 

new players have come to 

the club. 

We are still involved in 

doing this work and al-

ways looking for help to 

run events, coach or refe-

ree the odd school game. 

If you can help please 

contact Des. 

Pitches 

Schools 
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It is however very pleas-
ing to see our club so well 

represented. 

 
News also reaches us of a 

number of our former girls 
players who have also 

been selected for Eastern 
Counties and although it is 

sad that they have moved 

elsewhere to play their 
rugby it is still good to 

know that the formative 
times at Swaffham RUFC 

is paying dividends.  

In the last few weeks the 
club has been made 

aware of a number of 

players who have been 
selected to represent  

Norfolk.  
 

The representative age 
groups start playing from 

Under 14 in competitive 

games and we have seen 
our players selected in all 

the age groups from  
Under 14 to the newly 

formed Under 20 squad. 

 

The reports from county 
are that our players have 

all contributed much to 

these games and are a 
credit to the club. 

 
The representative proc-

ess has never been an 
easy one and it takes a lot 

of effort and commitment 

from these players and 
their parents to remain in 

contention for these cov-
eted places. 

 

During the last 8 weeks 

the club as a whole has 

been involved in a may as 

60 matches across all the 

various teams.  

Unfortunately we are un-

able to bring you details of 

how our players have per-

formed in most of these 

encounters as there are 

no match reports being 

produced. 

Please don’t assume the 

coach can do this or 

someone else can. A 

match report doesn’t need 

to be huge or time con-

suming but it does provide 

information to be sent to 

the press and published 

on the website both of 

which if regularly updated 

will attract new players 

and possible sponsors to 

the club. Both of which we 

would make very wel-

come. 

If you could make a few 

notes at your next match 

please do so and forward 

to Spike to get on the 

website.  

County Representation 

Match reports  

This year has seen the 

memberships coming in 

thick and fast which is 

excellent and the club 

very much appreciates the 

effort and organization of 

those who have sorted 

this out. 

However, there are still 

those of you who have yet 

to pay your membership. 

We would request that 

you address this as soon 

as possible. The member-

ship forms are available 

on the website and also in 

the clubhouse. 

 

It should be noted that 

you are not covered by 

our insurance if you are 

not a member and you are 

not a member if you  

haven’t paid.  

Youth and Mini players are 

now required to have a 

photo ID card covering 

the RFU registration. 

These have been pro-

duced and are with the 

various teams. Any new 

players will also require a 

digital photograph. 

Membership & RFU ID Cards 



At the point of writing this 

newsletter there are 40 

shopping days left until 

Christmas. 

The club has set up the on-

line kit shop which can be 

accessed via our website. 

The link is at the top of 

every page. 

This might be an opportunity 

to get some nice new kit for 

the start of the new year. 

Also if you are one of those 

people who is more than 

happy to avoid the scrum of 

a shopping trip at this time 

of year and do your shop-

ping on-line PLEASE have a 

look at our shopping portal. 

WWW.BUY.AT/

SWAFFHAMRUFC  

This site has links to numer-

ous on-line shops including; 

HMV, Play.com, John Lewis, 

Amazon, M&S and many 

many more. 

The club gets a commission 

on anything you buy from 

this shops providing you 

access them via 

WWW.BUY.AT/

SWAFFHAMRUFC. 

The price you pay is exactly the 

same as if you went direct. This 

really is money for nothing. 

PLEASE, PLEASE think of this if you 

do shop on-line. 

E-mail: ian.milligan@virgin.net 

Net: www.swaffhamrugby.com 

Christmas shopping 

Really Providing RUGBY for all 

We’re on the web! 
www.swaffhamrugby.com 


