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EASTERN COUNTIES RUGBY UNION   NOTEBOOK
No. 34–January 2010
ECRU wishes all its Member Clubs, Players, Supporters and Volunteers good fortune in 2010

EC ‘Club of the Month’

A look at an EC Member Club, and their aspirations: This month 
HADLEIGH RFC
Currently lying in fourth place in EC 2, Hadleigh are celebrating their 25th. Anniversary. Their Player base is now gradually increasing, and a Second XV has taken to the pitch this season.

Hadleigh are comfortable with their current progress as a ‘Community Club’ and host other Sports Clubs at their ground. With over 120 Members and Players (including Mini and Youth), Hadleigh promotes itself as a ‘Family’ Club, and is also a CASC-registered organisation.

We wish you continued progress and success.
(Copy supplied by Doug Finbow,  Hadleigh RFC, to whom many thanks)

EC County Championship      Matches (early advice)
Our Senior Squad will be playing as follows:
May 8th. Warwickshire (at Coventry RFC)

May 15th. Nth. Midlands (at Stourbridge RFC)

May 22nd. Durham (at Sudbury RFC)

All matches kick off at 15.00
*     *     *

ECRU Website
The upgraded ECRU website is now fully operational; for those that are still to view it, please go to:

www.ecru.org.uk
RFU Competitions
Congratulations to the following Clubs that won their recent matches:

Intermediate Cup:
Colchester, Saffron Walden and Sudbury,

Junior Vase: Ely (bye), Stowmarket, Newmarket, and Woodbridge

The next Round is set for Jan.2nd. (weather permitting)
EC  WORKSHOPS

 ‘This is Rugby’
ECRU has agreed that the optimum way to reach as many Clubs as possible is by including a ‘This is Rugby’ presentation at forthcoming sub-County Meetings: these will be – 

11th. January –

 Suffolk (at YM Club)

12th. January – Cambridgshire (at Ely)

27th. January – 

Norfolk (at Lakenham)
All Clubs are invited to attend their respective County meetings, and Delegates will receive a memento of their attendance in the form of a This Is Rugby T-shirt.
Networking Event

ECRU is considering holding a ‘Networking Event’ at Sudbury RFC on Saturday May 22nd. (before the EC Senior County Championship match v Durham. This is aimed at Club President, Chairman, and Hon. Secretary.

A separate briefing sheet will be sent out shortly.

Youth Rugby
 Congratulations to Jonny Harris, who made his debut for Leicester v Leeds recently; Jonny was first spotted at a Tigers’ Coaching Course at Swaffham (see later) and then drafted into the Tigers EPDG.
We wish you further success, Jonny.
*     *      *
Nigel Jones’s Mini Roadshows are scheduled as follows:

Cambridgeshire – 27th. Jan

Suffolk – 17th. Feb.

Norfolk – TBC

For more details, please go to the ECRU website.

London Division Trials
The following Players have been selected for LD Trials:

Ben Campbell, Charlie Precious, Mike Hogan, Rhys Davies-Horne, Damian Brambley, with Jace Nel on the ‘reserves’ list.

For the London &SE U-16 Trials

Thomas Rhodes, Gabriel Carroll, George Catchpole, Will Hooley, Fraser Heathcote, reserve Chris Lord.

Congratulations, guys, and we wish you every success.
Clubs Court & Social

 Dickie Jeeps:
To celebrate Dickie’s service to Cambridgeshire and England Rugby Cambridge RFC are hosting a Testimonial Dinner, on Thursday,15th. April, starting at 19.00.

Tables are available (10 at £40/head), and a Souvenir Programme and other ‘goodies’ are on the event list. Tables are available on a ‘first-come-first served basis’ and can be booked with Anthony Bevan (Tel/Fax: 01799 – 531513), 07870 – 453088 (Mobile) or e-mail on: anthonyvbevan@hotmail.com

Leicester Tigers Summer Camp
26-30 July at Swaffham, then 23-27th.August at North Walsham.

These days are open to players from U-9 upwards (both sexes) and promises to be better than ever.

Details/booking from:

www.leicestertigers.com/community/courses.php
Bikeathon
Best wishes to Andrew Powell (Cambs. physio) who embarks on a 4262mile -Charity Cycle Challenge

across the USA to support Gt.Ormond Street Hospital. He leaves on February 8th.

For details of his trip, and to donate, visit:

www.justgiving.com/Andrew-Powell
*     *     *
Child Safeguarding
EC Safeguarding Group is holding a CSO Workshop at 22.00) Newmarket (7th. Dec, 19.00 – 22.00). 
Bookings can be made through:
rfu.com/Clubs/portals/RUSafe/Course Booking Forms.aspx , or contact Lisa or Martin Peacock.

For Clubs seeking Seal of Approval attendance at these workshops is mandatory.

We are now looking for Clubs that host similar Workshops in the New Year – please advise either Martin Peacock or Lisa

*     *     *

Refereeing

Colchester RFC are hosting an ELRA parts 1&2 Course on the evenings of 7th. and 14th. Dec. and 11th. Jan..

Please contact Ross Cowie on:

rossrugby@btinternet.com
Coaching
13th. January – Defence

(Colchester)

27th. January – Rugby Ready

(Sudbury)

All timings are 19.00 – 21.30

Please review on the ECRU website.

*    *     *     
RUGBY FIRST
 Clubs have received a letter from the RFU Ticket Office about Ticket Allocation, which is based on data supplied by Clubs on their RugbyFirst site.

You are reminded that the allocation for next season will be based on accurate input as at 3rd. January.

To avoid loss of legitimate tickets, ask your Club RF data Manager to ensure that your records are up-to-date.

GOVERNANCE

RFU Financial Helpline


RFU Legal Helpline
From 1 July 2009 the RFU Legal Helpline number will be 0844 5618177.  To access the service rugby administrators will simply call up and quote the scheme number 81066. 
Croner Consulting Ltd has been appointed as providers of the service.  They are a leading specialist company, which supports 400,000 businesses in the UK.  Their qualified advisors will provide immediate, independent advice on all aspects of rugby operations including: Tax, VAT, PAYE, Payroll, Employment & Personnel, Health & Safety and Commercial Legal.  Clubs will also be informed of the change via the Community Rugby e-zine, Touchline and RFU website. 
 A new wallet sized card has beeen sent to all clubs with the next issue of Touchline.  
Incorporation - a Reminder:- 
All Club Hon. Secretaries recorded in RugbyFirst have been sent a four page leaflet and CD-ROM explaining the need, and process, to incorporate.  If your club has not received its hard copy, please contact karenavleck@rfu.com
(Please note the change of contact)

 If you need advice, please contact Lisa - 01449 – 614674
*     *     *
MEETINGS & CLUB VISITS

ECRU Ltd.

   Jan 5th. ‘This is Rugby’ planning  

                 meeting 
Jan 12th. Executive Committee &    RFU Liaison Team

Jan. 11th. Girls & Women’s Forum
Jan  19th.Safeguarding Committee
Jan 20th. Community Rugby
Jan. 26th. Management Committee

Andrew Sarek
Jan 2nd.        Hadleigh

Jan 9th.         Shelford

Jan 13th.       RFU Finance &  

                 Funding Committee (TW)

Jan 16th.       March Bears
Jan 23rd.       Bury St. Edmunds

Jan 30th.       Crusaders
Roger Pierson
Jan 9th.         Shelford
Jan 16th.       Wymondham

Jan.25th.       Mildenhall

Jan 30th.       Diss

Ian Forton

Jan 9th.         West Norfolk
Jan 16th.       Thurston

Jan 23rd.       Norwich

Jan 30th.       Blackheath
BBC SUFFOLK

Of the four local BBC radio stations that cover our area BBC Suffolk does the most to promote rugby.  Every Friday at about 6:45 during the season they have a regular slot previewing the next day’s local games with a guest most weeks (Andrew Sarek is on this Friday), and they give the results at about 5:45 on a Saturday evening.  

To get the results radio station staff try to call the clubhouses of clubs in Suffolk, including Beccles, Lowestoft & Yarmouth and Newmarket, but often there is no answer. To improve the service they have asked clubs if they can call 01473 212121 and give them the results, perhaps at the same time as they call in to the results to the RFU.

As a backup could the mobile number of someone reliable be given to them? Email andrewsarek@yahoo.co.uk and he will make sure the name and number is passed on.

A reliable results service will help to promote the game, and if the BBC know they can contact someone they may even ask for a brief report to go out live!

You can tune in to BBC Suffolk on 103.5FM or listen on the net at www.bbc.co.uk/suffolk 

Other RFU-related matters of interest to Clubs:

Information regarding Planning Applications on:

http://www.community-rugby.com/communityrugby/index.cfm/Fuseaction/Home.Downloads/StoryTypeld/104/Sectionld/1165/Storyld/13293.cfm
or a Hard Copy from: franthorber@rfu.com
or phone 0208 – 831 – 7985

(EC should also be advised – details to Lisa, please)
*     *     *
EC AGM and Dinner

This takes place on Friday, June 11th. at Cambridge RFC. The AGM starts at 18.30, and the Dinner at 19.30.

Bookings to Lisa, please.

To publicise your Club activity in this notebook, please contact:

Roger Pierson: rogerpierson@btinternet.com



In response to the current financial climate the RFU have launched a Helpline for Clubs that have concerns about financial matters.


Malcolm Duncan is your Advisor


The telephone number is:


01782 – 610315, Monday to Friday (office hours)








