Swaffham Under 14 V Wymondham
This was to be the first home match of the season and for opposition, Wymondham were to provide the test.

As a team Wymondham are blessed with a small army of players and had chosen a very strong squad for the trip to North Pickenham road.

The opening period was a well contested and very physical exchange which took place in the centre of the pitch. Both sides committed well to rucks and made strong tackles. Hooper in particular worked hard running through his tackle count and taking the ball up well when Swaffham got possession.

The pack equally acquitted themselves well against a bigger Wymondham unit and held their own and even won a couple against the head with Manley striking well as hooker. However the lineout was an area Wymondham excelled in and from this set piece they worked their first try of the morning. 

Wymondham added to this try with another to take the score to 12-0 before a strong period of Swaffham play resulted in a 5 metre lineout to Wymondham. O’Brien made a mess of things for his opposite number in the set piece before benefitting from a loose ball and crashing through for Swaffham’s first try of the morning. Milligan added the extras to bring the score to 7-12.

Wymondham experience began to show with defencise positioning being tested and good handling skills releasing the Wymondham number 12 for a well taken try. Again Swaffham stepped up and this time Hooper & Johnson created a bit of space of O’Brien to get on the outside of the winger and showing excellent pace for a forward ran in from 22 metres.

Half time saw the match balanced at Swaffham 12 – Wymondham 19

For 20 minutes of the second half Swaffham competed for everything, scrums, rucks and mauls were contested on a level playing field and tackles made albeit on a scrambling basis at times. Clark had a couple of good runs from full back following Wymondham kicks and Hooper also put the hearts of the watching support in their mouths by pulling off an outrageous reverse pass on his own line.

However as the match moved into the last 10 minutes Wymondham scored a try with a move on the right hand touch line and frustration creeped into Swaffham’s collected minds. This was the clink Wymondham needed and the flood gates opened with them running in 4 tries in the last ten minutes.

The match finished Swaffham 12 – Wymondham 50 and whilst Wymondham deserved the win the score did not fully reflect the effort the Swaffham boys put in.

Given the opposition were littered with some of the most elite players in the region together with a considerable number of county players Swaffham’s new players gave a decent account of themselves.

Potter stepping up as captain led by example and displayed a cool head when needed. O’Brien robbed and harried at number 8 and the centres on Johnson and Hooper tackled well. Clark also worked hard at fullback covering ground and making his tackles as well as controlling the defence.
Manley as hooker had an excellent ride as hooker in a very solid scrum but the same pack struggled to deal with the line-out which had been effective in previous weeks.
The Impson’s Butchers man of the match was awarded to Kane Hooper for his work rate in defence and direct running. Hooper also reclaimed a bit of pride for his team by comfortably beating his counterpart in the drinking a pint of coke post match challenge.

Thanks again for the excellent and positive vocal support from all present.

Swaffham from: Potter, Manley, Thompson, Brown, J Adcock, G Adcock, Wright, Mythen, O’Brien, Hudson, Shalom, Milligan, Hooper, Johnson, Fraser, Robinson, Jones, Rainer, Clark 

