NORFOLK JUNIOR CUP SEMI-FINAL

VALIANT SWAFFHAM FELLED IN FINAL MINUTES OF EPIC ENCOUNTER

Swaffham 15 – 23 Holt

The touchlines teemed with spectators from both sides, the sun was shining and the teams were prepared. Swaffham were making history as they took on Holt in the club’s first ever appearance in the Norfolk Junior Cup Semi-Final.

Kicking off through the boot of Fly-Half Impey, the Swaffham pack chased hard and forced Holt to clear their lines through the boot of their Number-10, Derbyshire.

The kick failed to make touch, and it was Number-8 Gladman who surged forward, his delicate kick ahead was well fielded by the Holt defence, but Swaffham piled through, intent on winning the ball. The ball was retained by Holt however, and again it was cleared long. Swaffham’s winger Balls kept the ball in play and went on a weaving run before spreading the ball to the opposite flank.

The ball was slow and Swaffham kept it tight with skipper Chamberlain making a few yards before Murray was released at pace to break the gain line. A chip to the corner by Swaffham unfortunately went dead, but from the Holt 22 Swaffham were to score in a brilliant show of counter attacking.

Gladman plucked the ball out of the air and offloaded to the rampaging Impey who had seen space down the left flank. He sprinted for the corner, but the Holt cover defence was going to beat him. He didn’t let this faze him as he drew one defender onto him before offloading to the well-supporting Sparks from Full-Back. Sparks was also lined up, but further excellent support from Balls saw him receive the simplest of passes and sail away to touch down beneath the posts. Converted by McMillan Swaffham had the early lead after 15 minutes of play.
Now it was time for Holt to string some phases of play together, and they did so patiently and with panache. Swaffham defended well, turning the ball over and kicking long to force Holt back when the opportunity arose. M Taylor and L Webb in the wing-forward positions were putting themselves about, while the colossal Murray put in some cataclysmic tackles to halt the away side’s progress.

Eventually, Holt decided to use their potent back line and spread the play wide. With Morrissey and Barnard in the centres there was no way through the centre and wingers J Taylor and Balls were also closing the door time and time again.

Holt remained patient however, and eventually their captain, Van Poortvliet crossed the line. The conversion was missed and Swaffham still had the lead.

Enterprising play in the Swaffham backs saw good ground made, Morrissey in particular avoiding 3 attempted tackles on his way to the Holt 22. Outside centre Barnard was on hand to support and the move continued, gaining momentum as the forwards powered onwards. However, the ball was lost forwards as Swaffham neared the try line and Holt had the opportunity to clear.

A long-range penalty kick by McMillan from just inside the Holt half saw Swaffham with a 10-5 half-time lead.

Holt came hard at Swaffham from the restart, eager to get the first points of the second half. They were rewarded after eight minutes. A penalty offence by Swaffham saw Holt kick for the corner, where they retained possession at the lineout. Following a driving maul, Wright made the touch down for Derbyshire to add the points to give Holt the lead. 

Swaffham were by no means deterred though, and with the tenacity that has seen them win some big games this season they took the game back to Holt. 

Holt conceded a penalty for offside at the restart and Swaffham kicked for touch. The high-rise Swaffham Skipper Chamberlain towered above his man to secure possession. Callaby made a burst off the breakdown, well-supported by front-row colleagues Harris and S Webb. Another penalty was again kicked to the corner. The ball was thrown to Gladman at the tail who turned and sprinted for the line. Realising Harris was outside him he unselfishly offloaded to the young Hooker who with a combination of brute strength and a powerful hand-off crossed the line and scored a converted try six minutes later to move the home side back in front at 15-12. 
Swaffham were unfortunate not to score again moments later as a blind side move featuring forwards Gladman and M Taylor was aided by wing J Taylor and inside centre Morrissey. This saw play move from Swaffham’s 22 up to the Holt 5-metre line.

Soon after they decided to run a kickable penalty but the visitors' defence held firm and when Holt were awarded a penalty in their opponents' half Derbyshire made no mistake to level the scores at 15-15 with 12 minutes remaining.
P Owens was brought on for the struggling Harris who departed to a standing ovation from the crowd.

Holt then went in front with another Derbyshire penalty, as the Holt pack started to dig deep for victory. They ground down the Swaffham defensive line with a series of bullocking rucks and malls and Swaffham were pinged for hands in the ruck.

Holt kept up the pressure and were rewarded with a final try in the last kick of the game. Girling pounced on a Swaffham mistake following a scrum close to their line and passed to Wright to score his second.
Final score was 23-15 to Holt, with Swaffham awarding Man-Of-The-Match to Number-8 Ryan Gladman who had an outstanding game in the open, and scrummaged immensely.
Thank You to match ball sponsor “Swaffham Conservative Club” (Steward: Paul Annakin).
