Northumberland Under 15’s Report 2007-08
After some early minor teething problems in establishing how County and SoR would dovetail (understandable, given that this was the 1st season of SoR), an exciting squad of 52 players was selected in December, to represent this age group for the season. A series of well-received training sessions then followed in preparation for the 1st games against Cumbria in February.

Grateful thanks should be extended to Ponteland Rugby Club for hosting Northumberland and Cumbria. Despite some squally showers, both the 'A' and ‘B’ games produced some high quality rugby, with victory in both games going Cumbria's way.  There had been some confusion over the RFU directive to ‘lift’ in the lineout, but a compromise was agreed with the players’ safety being made a priority.

Druid Park then witnessed a wonderful evening of junior rugby in April, when Northumberland and Durham put on back-to-back 'A' and 'B' games, to thrill a large crowd of enthusiastic supporters. The quality of the rugby on show was tremendous and the sprit in which both games were played was wonderful. Northumberland won the ‘B’ fixture and the ‘A’ game ended as a nail-biting 7-7 draw. 

The Regional 10's at Tynedale during the Easter holidays provided a great platform for all 3 counties to perform and despite very difficult playing conditions, everyone played extremely well.

Whilst the cancellation of the National 10-a-side festival was very disappointing, the replacement North of England 10's event at Doncaster offered a reasonable finale to the season. Despite injuries to 3 of our leading players, Northumberland managed a very creditable 5th place (out of 12 teams), beating Yorkshire B in the Vase final.

At the conclusion of their 1st season of representative rugby, the players were asked to take part in a written feedback exercise. We received overwhelming support that they’d all enjoyed participating in the 15 group programme, that the standard of coaching had been what the players had expected and that it had improved them all as players. However, the overall 'County experience' had not been quite as some had hoped for. Unfortunately, the comparison players and parents make to the support other counties seem to offer, continues to place Northumberland at a disadvantage.
From a coaching team perspective we have been admirably supported by the established Under 15’s coaching team of Dean Gray, Dave Massie and Mick Sutherland. New coaches to the team, Graham Crozier and Mike Watchorn have brought fresh enthusiasm and vast experience which has complimented the overall skill set. This was the last season involved with the Under 15’s for Richard Calvert who has steered the coaching team throughout the season. Richard is moving up to the older age groups and certainly our loss will be another age groups gain. I would like to put on record my thanks for the support and guidance Richard has offered me in this my first season as Team Manager.

Kevin Dale
