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MINI & YOUTH FORUM
19TH OCTOBER 2011
Attendees: Shane Aldridge (Chairman), Cath Picket & Wayne Sharkey (Berry Hill), Mike Timbrell (Cirencester), Adrian Bishop (Tewkesbury), Rich Hartson (Minchinhampton), David Gee (Fairford)

Patrick Munnis (Chosen Hill), Phil Akerman (Old Richians), James Broady (Longlevens), Wayne Lucas (Dursley), Paul Clark (Chipping Sodbury) Lesley Gomer (GRFU Competitions & Stroud)

Apologies : Emma Chamberlain (SMOB), Derek Golding (Kingswood), Don Parsons (RDO Glos & Forest), Neil Loader (RDO Bristol), Sean Clark (Stow) Benita Cegarra (Cirencester) Neill Rickets (Drybrook) Simon Collyer-Bristow (RFU Rep/GRFU)
Notes

Chairman welcomed all to the meeting, and discussed the format and agenda of the meeting was open to all to formulate. Everyone was informed this was an informal way of each club shaping the way M&Y rugby is played within Gloucestershire.

Chairman also stated that he was a committee of one at present, so if anyone else would like to apply for a committee position they would be most welcome.
Subjects brought up and discussed
1. County Round up – Blacket Report and the GRFU position was discussed and was supported by all in the room


2. Trial of new regulations in Mini rugby – it was discussed that SA and members of the competitions committee would be travelling to Hampshire on 30th October to see the new regulations in action. A report will be given at next M&Y meeting. SA said he would send out what he had received from Hampshire with these notes.


3. Poor Behaviour – It was mentioned that poor behaviour is still happening and in some cases getting worse, all instances that were discussed where non-playing instances. The feeling of the room is that the GRFU need to be harder on those persistent offenders both coaches and spectators. It was also suggested that any bad behaviour from coaches or spectators should result in whole clubs being removed from the competition. It was raised that clubs need to report problems to the GRFU rather than just ignoring them and making it someone else’s problem later down the line.
4. Competitions: LG talked about the festival and how the county and becoming casualties of their own success with this competition.150 teams have entered U8s to U12s this year up from 133 last year. This in turns means that only the larger clubs with enough space for 6-7 pools can host the festivals.


U8s 11th March 2012 – 31 teams
Contact Wayne Loxton, email wl.loxton@btinternet.com Telephone 07795 373752
U9s 4th March 2012 – 33 teams
Contact Rob Clarke, email robclarke@blueyonder.co.uk
Telephone 07711 348961

U10s 22nd January 2012 – 30 teams
Contact Ken Eales, email kleales@yahoo.co.uk Telephone 07785 516569

U11s 5th February 2012 – 30 teams
Contact Mark Baker, email markbaker92@gmail.com Telephone 07818 412260
U12s 8th January 2012 – 26 teams
Contact Alun Crapper, email alun.crapper@gmail.com Telephone 07866 500115
The semi finals and finals of both the Cup and Plate will be played on 
25th March 2012 – 40 teams (confirmed)
Contact Mark Hartery, email mark.hartery@yahoo.co.uk Telephone 07787 656959


5. County Cup entries are running the same at 110 teams, although there are a lot of age groups disappearing from clubs, especially the inner city clubs where boys are moving from one club to another thus forcing a side to fold.
This was discussed by the room and the impression is that it is as much about parents following the silverware as much as it is about kids wanting to play with their mates.

6. Safeguarding Courses – it was raised that there didn’t seem to be any safeguarding course in Gloucestershire at present. Found one course on RUSAFE as below. Will contact Stuart McWalter to see if he has any in the pipeline.


	CSOW
	26/11/2011
	Ledbury RFC
	HR8 2LP
	10am
	North Mids/Gloucs
	Judith Phelps


SAFEGUARDING COURSES – 2011-2012

The following dates are currently available to deliver Safeguarding and Protecting Young People courses (SPYP) & Club Safeguarding Officer Workshops (CSOW).  The SPYP is usually delivered in an evening but can also be delivered in a morning or afternoon if more convenient.

 

The CSOW needs to be delivered in the daytime (one day delivery) at weekends as this takes the best part of 6 hours. At a push it can be done over two evenings, but this is not popular with delegates particularly when someone misses one session.

 

ALL active coaches now need to attend this course.  Each course needs a minimum of 10 people and should be booked at least 4-6 weeks in advance.  

Safeguarding & Protecting Young People Course - £15 per person
 

Clubs should identify a specific point of contact to liaise with Stuart McWalter, GRFU Safeguarding Manager, [see below for contact details] to identify a mutually convenient date for delivery of the training and confirm the venue.  

· The club point of contact then completes the CW1form and sends it to Alexis Holding at the RFU 4 - 6 weeks before the course

· The club point of contact collates the CW2 delegate forms and sends this with payment to Alexis Holding 2 weeks before the course date to allow Alexis to return the teaching materials and certificates 

Club Safeguarding Officer Workshop - Free for Club Safeguarding Officers
RFU Reg 21 recommends every Safeguarding Officer completes this within 6 months of starting the role.  It is also essential in order for clubs to achieve Seal of Approval.

Please contact your Regional Development Officer or Stuart McWalter directly should your club wish to take advantage of these workshops.

Week day evenings for SPYP: 

 

21/11/2011, 23/11/20112, 12/12/2011, 09/01/2012, 11/01/2012, 12/01/2012, 19/01/2012 or 20/01/2012.

 

Weekend days for CSOW:
 

17/12/2011, 18/12/2011, 21/01/2011, 18/02/2012, 19/02/2012, 10/03/2012, 11/03/2012, 31/03/2012, 01/03/2012, 28/04/2012 & 29/04/2012.

 

Any questions should be directed to Stuart McWalter, GRFU Safeguarding Manager, on 07894 866361.  If you prefer to email him please send him a text or leave a message that you have done so as he is unable to check his emails regularly at work [mcwalter112@btinternet.com].
7. Fixture exchange- was asked if this was still in use as the website seems to be down. It seems there is a cost involved in running site, I will look it to this and come back to the next meeting.


8. All agreed next meeting should be 7th December start at 7.30pm, SA to confirm venue ASAP. Will try to get Gloucester RFC.


