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To:  Club Secretaries

September 2011

Ladies and Gentlemen

Touchline Behaviour – Mini and Youth Game
As we look forward to another great season of Rugby and with the added magic of World Cup action in New Zealand we hope that your mini and youth programme will continue to grow. One of the areas of increasing concern for our game is the rising incidences of inappropriate touchline behaviour.  This can impact negatively on the quality of experience enjoyed by young players, their families, referees and other spectators.  In an attempt to raise awareness of the importance of behaving appropriately, we have developed some spectator cards and are making a number available to each club. These are enclosed and we’d ask you to consider distributing them as you see appropriate within your club. A pdf version is available from aileensmith@rfu.com should you wish to print additional cards yourselves.
In addition, the note found as Appendix 1 has been uploaded to www.rfu.com/touchlinebehaviour.  If you wish to use this we would suggest you print it to your club’s letterhead, have it signed by your mini and youth teams’ captains and distribute it to spectators and coaches.  This excellent initiative was created by Hampshire’s Martin Balls, who is both a member of the Hampshire Referee Society and the county’s Safeguarding Officer.   We are certain that your young players will support the idea and believe that if the message comes from them it will be more effective.

We hope you have a great season.
Regards

Steve Grainger 

RFU Development Director

Appendix 1 – ‘Dear Spectator’

Dear Spectator,

As young players we are taught to follow the Core Values of rugby and it is important that you do too.  

These values are: Teamwork, Respect, Enjoyment, Discipline and Sportsmanship.

Respect is very important and under the Core Values it says: 

· We respect our match officials and accept their decisions.

· We respect opposition players and supporters.

· We value our coaches and those who run our clubs. 

We are also taught under Sportsmanship:

· We observe fair play both on and off the pitch and are generous in victory and dignified in defeat.

We play because we enjoy it. Enjoyment is what our game is about.

We want you to enjoy the game as much as we do and to show your team and the opposition the respect and support they deserve.

We do not want our game spoilt by the bad behaviour of adults: parents, coaches or spectators.

We respect our referees; they are in charge of the game and give up their time so that we can play. They are volunteers and do their best to make sure that we are safe and having fun.

We want you to respect our referees too.

We value our coaches and respect players from the opposition, their coaches and supporters.

We want you to value and respect them too.

Don’t shout at the referee please and don’t make comments about our performance or the opposition team’s performance.

This is our team, our club and our sport. Please don’t spoil it. We learn to be generous in victory and dignified in defeat and we want you to be too.

Signed

(Enter team name and age group)
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