Dear All,

I am writing to you to provide you with details of the forthcoming launch of the O2 Touch programme, the first programme to be delivered under the Choose Rugby identity.

As a reminder, the O2 Touch programme will support 220 clubs that wish to offer touch rugby as part of their overall game proposition. Touch kit bags will be delivered to these clubs during the two-week period, commencing June 13th 2011. 

Development work on RFU.com is currently being finished to deliver resources to both players and clubs. Players and potential players will be able to access information and video footage about the game of touch rugby and how to get involved. Clubs will be able to access marketing resources for local printing, as well as see examples of how other clubs have successfully introduced touch rugby and the benefit that this has brought to these clubs.

This area of the website will be launched next week.

The online function for delivering marketing support resources to clubs follows feedback from last year’s CB conference, whereby clubs would prefer more choice in the materials that they can access, as opposed to clubs receiving boxes of materials that often do not get used. 

A national press launch for the O2 Touch programme takes place on June 17th.

The overall objectives of the O2 Touch programme are to raise awareness of the game and direct participants towards the clubs that already offer or intend to offer touch rugby. In order to achieve this at a national level, a North versus South competition is being launched on the Facebook social networking site. Touch teams of all levels can register and enter for the chance to play a social event at Twickenham on September 10th 2011. 

Participants registering at RFU.com will then receive regular updates from the RFU about clubs offering touch rugby in their geographic locations.

Next steps

· Communications to clubs and various RFU databases will be sent on June 17th to coincide with the national press launch

· Communications through various other channels such as Sport England

· Activities and resources to support Rugby World Cup recruitment and retention activities will be delivered in the first week of July 2011

What can you do?

I will send you links to all of the online resources and activities on June 17th. Please forward these on your contacts in the rugby community and ask them to support it.

A final note

Our regional teams have been holding meetings with clubs across the country to discuss the O2 Touch programme and recruitment and retention activities around the Rugby World Cup. Therefore the process of engaging clubs has been underway. Please visit www.rfu.com/chooserugby should you wish to view the resources that have been provided to support these engagement sessions.

Best regards,

Nick

Nick Bull | Communications Manager – Community Rugby | +44 (0) 7894 489703 | nickbull@rfu.com | rfu.com 
