GLOUCESTERSHIRE U-18 v DEVON U-18
Sunday 23rd October 2011

Old Bristolians RFC

County Championship

Gloucestershire U-18 29 Devon U-18 22
A try and conversion from Tiff Eden on the stroke of full-time won a match for Gloucestershire that they could easily have lost.  As referee Ivor Sobey blew for no side Gloucestershire breathed sighs of relief as Devon had for long periods of the game looked the better side.
Devon hit the ground running and ran a tapped penalty at a nervous Gloucestershire defence which left centre Dan Sanders time and space to score in the corner after 65 seconds.  The conversion missed, but Gloucestershire took the lead against the run of play when Harrison Sayer intercepted a Devon move on the Gloucestershire ten-metre line and raced in close to the posts.  Carl Stephens converted.  Within two minutes Devon were ahead again.  Full back Charlie Briant took a kick ahead and ran the ball back, chipped over the advancing defence, re-gathered the ball and sprinted in for a fine try.  The conversion didn’t trouble the posts but Devon led 10-7.

Gloucestershire began to take control of the game and an excellent penalty from Stephens from wide-out in blustery conditions equalised the score after fifteen minutes.  Gloucestershire then went into the lead with a try from Dan Spencer-Tonks; the centre powering through a flaky defence to score close to the posts.  Stephens’ third successful kick put his side 17-10 ahead.  The lead was extended shortly afterwards when Gloucestershire broke out of defence for Ryan Woodhouse to touchdown in the corner.  The conversion missed but suddenly Gloucestershire had opened up a useful lead at 22-10.
Devon hit back directly from the restart with wing Lyndon Brock running through several weak tackles for a try.  Charlie Attis converted and the teams turned around with Gloucestershire 22-17 ahead.

The second half started with Devon on the attack.  Gloucestershire’s defensive fragilities seemed to have been addressed and they were able to repel Devon attacks and force several turnovers.  After fifteen minutes on the back foot the home centres combined to take play into the Devon half.  It was Devon’s turn to defend and they also had success, robbing their opponents of possession at the break down, although a charged down clearing kick almost resulted in a Gloucestershire try.
Three minutes before the end of normal time Devon fullback Briant launched a counter attack which was finished off in style by Brock for his second try.  The conversion which would have put Devon ahead went wide and the scores were tied at 22-22.
As the match went into stoppage time a fine run by replacement wing Ed Sheldon saw him bundled into touch by the Devon corner flag.  The Gloucestershire forwards disrupted the Devon lineout and were awarded a scrum.  From the scrum a simple move saw replacement outside half Tiff Eden split the Devon defence and score between the posts.  He converted the try and although Devon attacked in the last few minutes Gloucestershire held out for the win.

Scorers:
Gloucestershire U-18: tries – Harrison Sayer, Dan Spencer-Tonks, Ryan Woodhouse, Tiff Eden; conversions - Carl Stephens (2), Tiff Eden; penalty - Carl Stephens

Devon U-18– tries - Lyndon Brock (2), Dan Sanders, Charlie Briant; conversion - Charlie Attis

Teams

Gloucestershire U-18: Julian Osbourne; Luca Hoffman, Ryan Woodhouse, Dan Spencer-Tonks, Harrison Sayer; Carl Stephens, Matt Williams (c), Will Hunt, Niall Spencer, Ed Green, Jake Bonser, Simon Linsell, Will Seville, Kyle Frowen, Aaron Ryan.  Replacements: Ed Sheldon for Hoffman, Tiff Eden for Stephens, Ollie Young for Williams, Luke Crunden for Ryan, Dewi Cheater for Green, Luke Foran for Spencer, Tom Farmer for Hunt
Devon U-18: Charlie Briant; Linford Brock, Paul Bright, Dan Sanders, Conor Wallace-Sims; Charlie Attis, Alex Wheatley; Tom White (c), Josh Sargent, Ben Holloway, Chris Courtier, George Wilson, Zac Collicott, Will Taverner, Will Hodgetts, , John Morgan for Holloway, Nathan Barnes for Sargent, Paul Davis for Hodgetts, Sam Simmonds for Collicott, Matt Grierson for Wheatley, Callum Perkins for Bright, Jake Monnington for Wallace-Sims

Referee: Ivor Sobey (Bristol Society)

