Gloucestershire U20s Win - but at a cost
In a game dominated by the powerful Gloucestershire pack, particularly their front three of Rick Cano, Sam Evans and Jamie Litchfield, it was sad to see the latter stretchered from the field of play after 69 minutes. 

At a time of the game when Gloucestershire where dominating, the game needed to be delayed to allow the emergency services to tend to the injured Gloucestershire tight-head. Truro general hospital confirmed his injuries to be a fibula fracture with a recovery period of 6 /8 weeks – the sentiments from both teams wish Jamie a quick and speedy recovery.

The game was an enthralling encounter with plenty of talking points; some fine spirited displays from both sets of players, tries and the odd sin-bin or 5. The indiscipline was not typical of the manner and spirit the contest was played in, nor a reflection of the expert marshalling by Sara Cox of the Somerset Referees’ Society either. She played her part in an entertaining game and tried to keep the game alive. Indeed, both teams will seek to improve on the unnecessary infringements if they are to progress in the competition.
Gloucestershire, having won the toss, elected to kick. Their traditional game of power and pace helped their pack provide a solid platform. Yet Cornwall’s quick thinking allowed them to seize on opportunities to keep both score boards ticking over.

The early exchanges saw Gloucestershire pressurise the Black and Gold of Cornwall defences. Several passages of play saw the Maroon and Whites of Gloucestershire test and probe either flank, before an offside infringement in midfield by Cornwall saw Sam Baker (15) slot over a penalty to settle the early nerves.
The game proceeded with Gloucestershire unable to capitalise on the strong forward play with handling errors denying further points.  Gloucestershire’s outside half Ollie Clements received an injury and was temporarily replaced by Jack O’Connell.  The quick reshuffle with Baker moving up to 10 almost paid off. 

A quick tap penalty and hopeful kick up field by Cornwall saw a quick counter-attack by O’Connell up the left flank. Drawing in 3 defends his well timed off-load to the supportive Chris Harrington was almost rewarded with a try. Unfortunately after consulting the referee’s assistant, the referee deemed he made a double movement and denied Gloucestershire 5 points.

More scrappy passages of play gave Baker another chance for the posts. He dually responded and made the score 0:6 to the visitors.

The half hour mark saw the introduction of Cornwall’s outside half, Kyle Moyle, who single-handedly pulled his team back into the game. A typical burst of pace from winger Aaron Struminski enabled a quick attack down the left. The resulting ruck saw open-side flanker Chris Instance dashing from the base to within 5 minutes of the line. A quick play-the-ball at that breakdown allowed Moyle to drop over under the posts to a chorus of celebrations. He converted his own try to make it 7:6.
This was quickly added to. Under pressure from a high ball Baker was tackled and deemed to have held on in the tackle. The penalty was successfully converted to make it 10:6.
The restart forced Gloucestershire into action. An infringement from the kick-off meant scrum half Joe Hoyle took a quick tap. An attack of pace up the left was switched to the right. Two successive powerful drives resulted with Ben West diving over to restore the visitors’ lead, 10:11. The try was not converted. The half-time whistle was delayed by the sin-binning of Clements.

The second half started with Cornwall seizing on an early chance to take the lead. The impressive Struminski bursting over following a well worked Cornwall attack. A drive up the right by the Cornish forwards sucked in the Gloucestershire midfield for the ball to move briskly along the line to the winger, who took the opportunity gladly in the corner. Moyle missed the conversion to make the score 15:11.
A forwards reshuffle saw Harry Hone replacing Mike Uren as (8). Gloucestershire’s response was immediate. A handling error in the 22 by Cornwall allowed an impressive drive from the Gloucestershire pack over the line for him to dive on the ball. Baker converted to make the score 15:18.

Moyle again showed tremendous character to inspire his team on. An elusive attack evading tackles saw him enter the Gloucestershire half and set up the Cornish forwards. Another quick ball kept the momentum with the Cornish and it was fitting their captain, Prop Malcolm Hearn, crossed the line with Moyle converting to restore their lead and making it 22:18.
That was to be Cornwall’s final points as Gloucestershire set about to impose their forward play. Numerous attacks saw a clearance by Cornwall landing to Baker who linked well with winger Taylor Stevens. Their good work set up a good forwards driving maul for Hone to score from the base. The conversion was missed yet Gloucestershire had pushed their noises in front by a single point; 22:23.
More good work by the Gloucestershire forwards saw some big powerful drives from Gloucestershire captain, Miles Normandale and Litchfield, to really pressurise the Cornish strength and defences. This forced Cornwall to rethink. Their introduction of substitutes brought renewed spirits until another Gloucestershire advance saw the sin-binning of the Cornish scrum-half, Luke Ashbridge, for a persistent offside and killing the ball. His dismissal was punished by a penalty try and conversion by O’Connell, who had taken over the kick duties from Baker; score 22:30.
No sooner was he warming the bench when Gloucestershire had two players of their own leave the field for ill-discipline too. Firstly, flanker Louis Spencer was harshly penalised for not rolling away. His performance at the fringes was unyielding all day yet one missed time tackle saw him at the base of a ruck and, even with the encouragement from the Cornish forwards’ feet, Spencer still couldn’t move away. He had the indignity of a yellow card greeting him along with his stud marks once he composed himself. The second dismissal was for Hoyle who found himself in a friendly hug with some frustrated Cornish players but was deemed to have started the confrontation; so saw yellow too.
It was at this point, with Gloucestershire down to 13 men that the unfortunate injury to Litchfield occurred. 

The extent of the injury was such that the match needed to be resumed on an alternative pitch. Immediately from the restart O’Connell, now at scrum-half, sprinted to the line. He off-loaded for centre, Harry Sanders, to score the final try which concluded the scoring and put Gloucestershire ahead by 37:22.

The remainder of the game was played out with all substitutions making the field.

Gloucestershire will be grateful for the result against a dogged and resilient team yet will be contemplating the cost. The power play of Litchfield will be missed yet our wishes our with him for a speedy recovery.

Next match is at Lydney versus Devon on Sunday 19th Feb.

