IMPORTANT - Email from Bruce Reece-Russel, RFU Discipline Manager

As we draw near to the end of another season I thought it a prudent time to remind CBs and their Clubs of some areas of concern in regard to discipline casework.   These are:

· Over the past few months this office has noted an increase in cases being referred to the Police for investigation.   Some are known to us, some are not.   This is not a criticism of the CB who for one reason or another may not know.   However for various reasons it is important that the RFU do know at the earliest time when a matter has been reported to the Police and would ask that Clubs be reminded of the need to report such cases through CBs to this office.   It should be noted that RFU Reg 19.2.3.5b excludes these case from its delegation to CBs.

· Cases involving serious injury/prognosis.     The RFU are becoming increasingly concerned over disciplinary cases where there is serious injury and/or there is a medical prognosis which indicates the injured player may be out of action for some considerable time.  Firstly I appreciate that the definition of what is considered “serious” is relative and it is nigh impossible to provide a comprehensive list.   However it would include, but not be limited to:

hospitalisation overnight, contact with the eye/eye area, biting, offences where the injury has required surgery and time off work.   

Secondly all of these cases must be notified to this office for a variety of reasons including those of insurance and media attention.

Finally in this regard please note that in circumstances the RFU will wish to take the delegated case back under RFU Reg 19.2.3.6 but each case will be considered on its merits.  

   

· Cross Border Citings.   I would ask all to note that cross border citings are not delegated to the CB – RFU Reg 19.2.3.5h refers.  When they come to your attention please pass to this office and we will keep the CBs in the loop regarding case management.

I appreciate that this is a lengthy communication so if you have any queries please contact this office.

My best wishes for the remainder of the season.

Regards

Bruce R2
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