1. CHOOSE RUGBY: Club Opening Hours [from Carole Thelwall-Jones RFU]

Please would you be kind enough to pass on the advice below to your clubs as part of your Choose Rugby Communications.  

The information was provided by Croner Consulting who operate the RFU Legal Helpline

Many thanks,

Carole

--------

Are you planning to open your club early for any of the World Cup matches? 

Do you have the appropriate licence cover to enable you to do this?

Now is the time to start checking the terms of your premises licence or club premises certificate in case you are thinking of opening your clubhouse early to screen the World Cup matches. Usually your licence will have attached conditions which restrict your opening hours. If so, and any of the matches are outside these hours, you will either need to apply for an extension of your licence; or give notice of a temporary event. It will be the licensing department of your local authority that you will need to contact in all circumstances.

Do you have a club premises certificate? 

Remember that you are only allowed to admit club members and their specifically invited guests, you cannot admit the public at large.

Finally, will the bar be open? 

Regardless of ensuring the event is covered by your licence, certificate or a temporary event notice you will still be required to have on site a personal licence holder at all times alcohol is served. You will also need to ensure that alcohol is not served to or on behalf of anyone underage or who appears to be drunk or conducts themselves in a disorderly manner.

Remember – the penalties under the Licensing Act 2003 can be as severe as £20,000 fine and up to 6 months imprisonment. 

For free legal advice, simply call the RFU Legal Helpline on 0844 56 18177 and quote the scheme number 81066.

