GDRS Meeting - 16 September 2008 

1. Present - list in hard copy. Committee members: Chairman (David Payne), Vice Chairman (Ade Danks), Debbie Innes, Paul Vidgen, Les Newcombe, Clive Annetts, Roger Brennan, Colin Reeves, Barry Clark, Helen Biggs.

2. Apologies: Ian Morris, Andrew Thomson, Sam Collins, Nigel Denby, Tim Lawson, Andy Barnby, Peter Shortell, Dougie Auchterlonie, Andy Bozzard, Dan Holmes.

3. New members introduced themselves:

Martin Holloway
Rob Lane

4. Announcements: The Referee's Certificate was presented to John Bryant.

5. Training: Debbie Innes briefed the meeting on the new IRB Directive 

issued this summer stating that 

"match officials at all levels of the Game must referee the Tackle (Law 15) and the Ruck (Law 16) in accordance with the written Laws". The iRB correspondence further states that "it has become evident that players are going to ground over or on ball carriers which has become known as sealing off. On some occasions they remain in that position and fail to move away contravening Law. Furthermore players are going to ground or on top of players after a tackle thereby ensuring that the opposition cannot contest possession. Such actions are in breach of Laws 15.6 (g), 15.7 (c) and 15.7 (d). Referees are requested to be more vigilant in this area of the Game and to ensure that both teams are treated equally at the breakdown."

This was followed by a practical session where members split into 4 teams and played out various options; each group was allocated at least one assessor who gave feedback to the whole meeting. There was a general discussion on the impact of the Directives on decisions and positioning at local level of the game. 

Debbie advertised the fact that all training videos are available to see via the Rugby First web site.

6. Appointments: Roger Brennan announced that the next set of appointments would be sent out by the weekend. RB also reminded members that at Gloucester League (level 3) it was acceptable for clubs to have and use 7 subs.

There are 2 games on Sunday (21 Sept) both a 2pm KO, that do not have referees allocated; anyone available should contact Tim Lawson.

7. Discipline: Clive Annetts told members that if they had cause to issue a red or yellow card, they could contact him for help completing the appropriate forms if they wanted.

8. Finance and Merchandising: Les Newcombe reminded all that subs were due and should be paid as soon as possible, and handed out Law books to those who had not yet received them.

Les also informed members that he had 4 tickets available for the autumn internationals; members were reminded that if they were allocated international tickets, they should be used by the member and not sold on. The society would lose it's allowance if tickets were found to be misused.

Merchandising: Paul Vidgen had box of the new shirts for sale for referees who have passed their County Badge exam. There is other merchandise available that can be purchased and worn by anyone (only qualified referees are entitled to wear shirts with the badge on the pitch). Roger Brennan has emailed all about the merchandise. 

9. Advising/Coaching: Peter Lewis asked that anyone interested in assessing should contact him. He also said that mentors had come forward and that he would soon be notifying members of the allocated pairings.

There should be at least 2 more listening kits available to society refs soon.

10. Child Protection: Peter Rowan reminded the referees to be aware that they needed to ensure they had the CRB check in place when refereeing junior games. 

Chairman briefed in that there are new report cards

Barry Clark reminded refs to complete Whistler Trophy cards for all games in the Gloucester area, and encouraged the use of email to return these; they should soon be available via the web site

11. Chairman briefed in the exchange with the New England Society that has been going on for some years. Members will have to find their own airfare, but will be fully hosted once in the US. The US referees will be in the UK at the end of March 2009, with UK refs travelling out to US in May 2009. Members should consider whether they want to take up an option to do the exchange and let Chairman have expressions of interest at the next meeting.

12. AOB: Next meeting at 7.30 on 21 October, to be held at the Civil Service Club, Tewkesbury Road; new members are welcome to arrive early if they want to talk to the committee

