
Quality Reporting

From reviews undertaken by MO on the National Panel three clear principles emerged as key components of a ‘quality’ report. ‘Quality’ referring to reliable & valid observations recorded & described in a clear & meaningful way.  The following principles are a useful means by which assessors can self-monitor the contents and structure of their written reports.

	Key Principle
	Descriptor

	Conciseness of descriptor
	Avoid repetition across sections (consider best place to record under one section heading)

	
	Develop more succinct descriptors

	
	Focus on Material non-compliances – only those that matter

	
	Avoid referee coaching points or strategies

	
	

	Game Understanding
	Clear & thoughtful view of how the game was refereed 

	
	Clear description of the challenge of the game for referee

	
	Use of evidence-based statements (linked to material Non Compliant infringement statistics) 

	
	Use of accepted Referee/Coaching/Player vocabulary within descriptions

	
	Clear outline of referee strengths & potential

	
	

	Evidence-based  Statements*
	Ensure statements (positive and negative) are evidenced by the recorded game statistics otherwise credibility can be lost – direct comparison between statements made and statistics recorded acts as a quality control

	* When recording a Material Non-compliance Statistic briefly state WHY it was material………………and if mentioned in body of text also describe the effect it was having on the game.  For examples see below:

· LH not binding x times appears in the body text with a description of the consistent problem it was causing the referee,  but record  “not binding 67th min, drove scrum in & down” 
· Similarly backfoot offside ie “posts & guards were routinely in front of the back foot which resulted in a loss of attacking space around tackle/ruck” would appear in the body of the text, and “36th min posts/guards formed a screen for the pick & go” would be recorded.


