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GDRS Meeting - 19 August 2008 

1. Present - list in hard copy. Committee members: Chairman (David Payne), Vice Chairman (Ade Danks), Debbie Innes, Paul Vidgen, Les Newcombe, Clive Annetts, Roger Brennan, Colin Reeves, Helen Biggs.

2. Apologies: Peter Lewis, Simon Collier-Bristow, Fred Spong, Tim Chandler.

3. New members introduced themselves:

Michael Stubbs
Nick Palmer
Charlie Gayther
George Hall
Denis Dowdle
Stephen Cooper
Andy MacDonald
Neil Griffths
Tony Wegrzyn
Alan Porter

4. Announcements: Life membership was presented to Terry Curtis.

5. Grading: Ade Danks read out the list of new gradings.

6. Appointments: Roger Brennan announced that the appointments would be sent out the following week, along with referee contacts, club contacts and the November availability forms; he requested the forms be returned by the specified date.

Tim Lawson will deal with County Junior Cup appointments as last year. Tim will also manage the colts league fixtures for the first half of the season. Referees were invited to collect a note on availabilities for those games.

New members were advised that Colin Reeves as induction officer would be their poc and would deal with their first appointments. Colin would be at their first game and would advise Roger when he felt they were able to go solo.

7. Discipline: Clive Annetts reported that the number of cases before the County Disciplinary Committee for foul play was down last season, but that the number of cases of abuse of officials went up. Clive briefed the meeting on the decision by the County to issue formal warning letters to clubs in future, with the possibility that referees might be withheld if behaviour did not improve.

8. Finance and Merchandising: Les Newcombe briefed in the decision to increase mileage allowance to 30 pence per mile when claiming from clubs, stressing that this amount was to cover petrol only. A letter regarding the new procedures would be sent to all clubs with the appointments; if any clubs complained to referees, the refs should talk to Colin Reeves, Rodger Brennan or Les Newcombe. The letter would also explain the increase in club fees, which is to cover clerical fees for the Society.

Paul Vidgen handed over responsibility for merchandising to Barry Clark and Andy Barnby. Paul also briefed in details of the sponsorship from Mark Sheridan and information on the new shirts that would shortly be available.

9. Advising/Coaching: Peter Lewis asked that anyone interested in advising or coaching contact him.

10. Child Protection: Peter Rowan advised the referees to be aware that they needed to ensure they had the CRB check in place when refereeing jnr games and went into some detail about how referees should behave.

11. Federation Development Squad -Developing as a referee: Paul Vidgen briefed the referees on the procedure for their future development and moving to higher level games.

12. Members representative: NTR

13. Whistler trophy, GLAD ref, Club cards: Ade Danks asked referees to emphasise the importance of clubs completing the club cards as they are used when looking at appointments and developing refs. Ade also requested refs take the time to feedback to him for the Whistler trophy and finally, explained that all clubs now had a GLAD ref, giving more detail on that role for the benefit of the new members. 

14. AOB: Next meeting at 7.30 to be held at Hucclecote RFC; new members could arrive at 7 if they wanted to talk to the committee.
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