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EASTERN COUNTIES RUGBY UNION   NOTEBOOk
        No. 31–October 2009

KEITH HARRIS
 Keith Passed away on Friday, September 25th. A life-long supporter of Rugby, he was President of ECRURS

DAVE SHARP
We also record the passing of Dave Sharp, Saffron Walden RFC, on Saturday September 19th.during a match.
Our thoughts go to his immediate family, his team-mates, and his Club.

*     *     *
EC ‘Club of the Month’
A look at an EC Member Club, and their aspirations: This month 
CAMBRIDGE RFC
 In response to some questions, James Shanahan, Director of Rugby, gave the following comments – 

Cambridge’s target for this season is to push for Promotion to the Championship, a huge task, but not unattainable. Their match results so far this season, including a win over much-fancied London Scottish, supports the depth of their ability to deliver.
Cambridge acknowledge that many local Players would rather test their skills with the Clubs around the city, but still intend to field four teams this season. They support local Clubs, with loan deals to assist with Player development, and take Coaching sessions into local Schools, as part of their Coach Development programme; the Coaches are encouraged to pursue a path of personal development, attending 1st.XV sessions, and being mentored by James, who can be contacted on: shanners10@hotmail.com
for further information.

Best of luck, Cambridge and thanks, James.

POST HASTE

A brand-new competition, run by EC Community Rugby, where points really do make prizes. 
 You might not be too proud of your goal-posts, so take a recent photo, and share your agony with us – there is a  prize for the  Winner (judged by the EC Community Rugby Committee) of…………………………
A set of goalposts !

Please e-mail your ‘photo nasty’ to Roger Pierson at:

rogerpierson@btinternet.com, 

by 20th. October 2009.

Good luck. The name of the winner will be divulged to all.
Exchange & Mart
I have been asked by one EC Club if anybody out there has a second-hand Scrummage machine that they are willing to sell – please contact me in the first instance with details.

*     *     *

Youth Rugby

Brightlingsea has established a Youth Section, and are looking for matches for the U13 and 14 age-groups. If you can oblige, please contact Jeff Dunn, 07736 – 978699, or Mark Burt 07753 – 743742, and help get another Clubs Youth section on the road.

Clubs Court & Social

 A group of ECRU Management Committee Members visited Sudbury on Sunday, September 13th to witness the official opening of the new Clubhouse and Grounds by Messrs Leonard and Williams.
Suds are to be congratulated for completing this project, which has produced a magnificent facility. Thanks to their Committee for their invitation and hospitality.
*     *     *

Woodbridge RFC are hosting a Charity Match for ‘Help the Heroes’ on Saturday, October 3rd.
*     *     *
Colchester RFC are hosting a Sportsman’s Dinner on behalf of the Suffolk Wooden Spoon Society, on Friday 9th. October (7 for 7.30 pm).

Principal Speaker is Jason Leonard, and tickets are £500 for a table of 10, so talk top your mates and book a table.

Details from: Alan Line, 01473 – 828240, or e-mail:

Alanline313@btinternet.com
REFEREEING

ECRURF is intending to hold another Training Event for Club Referees, on 1st. November, in Norwich  – for details, please contact Graham Cross, on

Graham.cross@gmail.com
*     *     *

VOLUNTEERING
Register your CVC on RugbyFirst or for more about CVCs talk to Gregory on 01787 373045 or Andrew Sarek 07958 138083
Saul Underwood , appointed EC Young Volunteeer (VRugby) Co-ordinator, is still looking for youths within Suffolk that are prepared to give some volunteering time to projects within their Clubs. 
Next season Norfolk is being added to the scheme. Contact Saul on:
vrugby_easterncounties@hotmail.com 
*     *     *
Child Safeguarding
For those of you directly involved with Child Welfare at your Club, you will be aware that your title has been changed from July to ‘Child Safeguarding Officer.

EC are hosting a ‘Protecting & Safeguarding Young People Conference’, to be held on SATURDAY, October 17th. from 10.00 to 16.00, at High Lodge, Thetford. The importance of co-ordinating our approach, and discussing ‘best practice’ is such that we would ask that ALL EC Clubs with Youth Sections, send at least one representative to this event.
A free Buffet Lunch will be provided, and reasonable travelling expenses, will be reimbursed.

Details from: Martin Peacock CSM, on 01284 – 761536, or e-mail: PeacockRM@aol.com, or drop a note to Lisa at the Office.
A few Delegate places remain, so let’s be havin’ you.
*     *     *

Pitchside barriers:

Following on from the letter distributed from EC Discipline, and underlined by the fact that last season the RFU dealt with 85 cases of ‘Adults’ assaulting young Players on the pitch, EC reminds all Member Clubs that at least one pitchside barrier should be in place during any match played under RFU Rules, and no-one should enter the space between the touchline and the barrier except those people that are allowed to remain within the ‘technical area’.This season EC Officers will make unannounced visits to Clubs to ensure conformance, and reminds Clubs that a range of sanctions can be applied against Clubs who wilfully flout this regulation.
GOVERNANCE

RFU Financial Helpline

In response to the current financial climate the RFU have launched a Helpline for Clubs that have concerns about financial matters.

Malcolm Duncan is your Advisor

The telephone number is:

01782 – 610315

RFU Legal Helpline
From 1 July 2009 the RFU Legal Helpline number will be 0844 561 177.  To access the service rugby administrators will simply call up and quote the scheme number 81066. 
Croner Consulting Ltd has been appointed as providers of the service.  They are a leading specialist company, which supports 400,000 businesses in the UK.  Their qualified advisors will provide immediate, independent advice on all aspects of rugby operations including: Tax, VAT, PAYE, Payroll, Employment & Personnel, Health & Safety and Commercial Legal.  Clubs will also be informed of the change via the Community Rugby ezine, Touchline and RFU website. 
 A new wallet sized card is being sent to all clubs with the next issue of Touchline.  
Incorporation - a Reminder:- 
All Club Honorary Secretaries recorded in RugbyFirst have been sent a four page leaflet and CDROM explaining the need, and process, to incorporate.  If your club has not received its hard copy, please contact karenavleck@rfu.com
(Please note the change of contact)

 If you need advice, please contact Lisa - 01449 – 614674
*     *     *
MEETINGS & CLUB VISITS

Andrew Sarek

Oct.1st CB & Club Development Comm. (TW)
Oct. 2nd. RFU Council

Oct. 3rd. Woodbridge RFC

Oct. 8th. Saints Liaison Group
Oct. 13th. Community Rugby Committee

Oct.17th. L&Yarmouth RFC
Oct. 24th. Norwich RFC
Oct. 31st. Haverhill RFC

Roger Pierson
Oct. 10th. P&P Workshop, 

West Suffolk College

Oct. 13th. Community Rugby Committee

Oct.17th. Safeguarding Workshop, Brandon

Oct 18th. Bury St. Edmunds 

Mini Festival

Oct. 24th. Norwich

CB Orientation Day (TW)

Messrs Lord, Underwood and Winders

John Winders

Oct. 3rd. Mistley

Oct. 10th. P&P Workshop, 

West Suffolk College, then Stowmarket RFC

Oct. 13th. Community Rugby Committee

*     *     *

Other RFU-related matters of interest to Clubs:

Information regarding Planning Applications on:

http://www.community-rugby.com/communityrugby/index.cfm/Fuseaction/Home.Downloads/StoryTypeld/104/Sectionld/1165/Storyld/13293.cfm
or a Hard Copy from: franthorber@rfu.com
or phone 0208 – 831 – 7985

(EC should also be advised – details to Lisa, please)
*     *     *
To publicise your Club activity in this notebook, please contact:

Roger Pierson: rogerpierson@btinternet.com









